Duerden English 101 Fall 03

http://www.public.asu.edu/~atsjd


Assignment One: Analyzing the Accuracy of Mark Edmundson’s 

Critique of the Culture of the College Campus 

Composing Schedule

Heuristics: See Daily Syllabus

First Draft Due: Fri 19th Sep

Second Draft Due: Mon 22nd Sep

Polished Draft Due: Wed 24th 

Assignment

Background

Professor Mark Edmundson, in his article 1997 “On the Uses of a Liberal Education: 1. As Lite Entertainment for Bored College Students,” argues that college students have become consumers who judge their education in terms of entertainment.  In this cultural critique, Edmundson concludes that college culture, like American culture, is “ever more devoted to consumption and entertainment, to the using and using up of goods and images” (117). Students share a “cool consumer perspective” that inhibits real learning (117).  Unfortunately, the universities themselves are partly responsible for the consumer attitude.  The campus looks “like a retirement spread for the young” (120), students are actively solicited, and universities market themselves so that “college becomes a buyer’s market” (121).  Professors are more like retailers and have softened grades and course requirements accordingly.

Your Task

Harper’s Magazine would like to know whether Edmundson’s critique of college culture is accurate when applied six years later to Arizona State University.  Based on your experiences and that of your peers, and the other readings we have analyzed from You are Here, write a follow-up article that would appear in Harper’s Magazine explaining whether Edmundson is accurate.  

Your Readers

Those who read Harper’s Magazine tend to be in the 30+ age group, and most are college-educated.  Therefore, they have experience with college, but their experience is out-of-date.  To see an example of Harpers Magazine, you can go to the online version and see some selected articles: http://www.harpers.org/.  You can also see full text articles from this link in EBSCO: http://0-search.epnet.com.library.lib.asu.edu:80/direct.asp?jid=HAM&db=afh
Genre (type of paper) & Organization
1. This type of paper is sometimes called an “experience-based critique” since you are taking a developed idea or theory about the world and the way it works and you are testing that against your own experience and that of your peers.  You will show where the ideas or theory is accurate and where it is not accurate.  The more evidence and concrete examples (from your peers, your own experience, and respected writers), the more persuasive you will be.
2. Since you are writing an evaluation (his view is accurate, partially accurate, or inaccurate), you will need to remind your readers of the key points of Edmundson’s original article before you offer your claims and evidence to support your view.  Therefore, you will need an introduction that will situate the reader.  You will need to summarize Edmundson’s article (in your own words) and explain that the article was written six years ago.  At the end of this chunk (one or two paragraphs), you will state your thesis, that is whether Edmundson’s view is still accurate or not.

3. Now the body of your paper will be devoted to showing why Edmundson’ s view is accurate or inaccurate.  Use your own experiences, that of your peers, and any of the readings we have done to support your claims.  Remember, just because you personally feel offended by what he says, that does not make him inaccurate.  Likewise, your single experience is not enough proof.  Therefore, you may find that while you do not like what he says, and you feel that you personally do not match his view, overall, all of the evidence you have found shows him to be accurate.  

Goals for this assignment: 

1. To focus on a specific rhetorical purpose by showing whether Edmundson has an accurate view of college

2. To summarize his argument accurately and cogently

3.  To work with demanding, non-fiction readings and learn to interpret, incorporate, and evaluate these readings

4. To analyze and synthesize multiple points of view and effectively integrate a variety of sources into your writings

5. To learn how to deploy supporting evidence

6. To write for a specific audience using appropriate conventions of format, structure, and language 

Format:

· Typed, double- spaced.  Use a readable font such as Ariel or Times New Roman 12 or 11 point.  

· At least 4 pages excluding the works cited page

· Give your work a title

· Put your name, my name (Dr. Duerden), and class time on each page.

· Number pages please

Submission of Polished Draft

Your polished paper should be submitted in a manila folder 81/2 by 11 on which you have written your name. Include the following working from top to bottom:

· Reflection on your writing (written in class on the day the polished draft is due)

· Polished draft

· Second and First drafts and the relevant peer review sheets
· Heuristics & other invention work

Heuristics for Assignment One

These are invention exercises that will help you create material that you can use in your paper.  Due dates are on the syllabus

1. Complete your Reading Journal for “On the Uses of a Liberal Education: 1. As Lite Entertainment for Bored College Students.”  Make sure that you do an accurate and thorough job with the summary section since you will use that in your actual paper.

2.  Write two paragraphs in which you examine the ways that ASU markets itself to students.  First, consider the physical campus and the ways it has been designed to appeal to students.  Then read the mission statement on the ASU homepage and think about what is said and what is not said in this mission statement that is designed to sell ASU to students.  Look at the WebPages for ASU.  What kinds of pictures are used?  Why?  Finally, consider the printed recruiting materials you or your peers received from ASU.

3. Write a questionnaire that you could use on your peers to discover additional evidence for your critique.  Limit yourself to no more than 10 good questions that address the points you wish to focus on.  For example, how much time do students spend in the Rec. center or the MU, and how important are those facilities?  What is their primary reason for coming to college?  Should professors be entertaining?  Should students be able to “shop” for classes?  Are students afraid to stand out in class.  You might consider constructing your survey using a Likert scale.  Therefore, you have a question and 5 responses students can choose from: e.g. “very important to unimportant,” “always to never” and so on

1 = strongly disagree
2 = disagree
3 = neutral; no strong feeling
4 = agree
5 = strongly agree.  

Then you might ask students to give a written answer to one question—if you do more than one, the interviewees will take too long.  Bring 4 copies of your survey to class.  I will collect one, and in class you will have time to use your survey on 3 of your peers.  Then use your survey on your friends outside class.
4. Now make a table in Word with two columns and multiple rows.  The first column should be labeled “claims” and the second column should be labeled “evidence.”  

	Claims
	Evidence

	Colleges look like “retirement spread[s] for the young”
	ASU campus where one of the newest and nicest buildings is Rec. center—compare to Language and Literature building—which is more valued?


5. First list the claims that you think are accurate, and then in the other column list what you could use as proof from the readings and the surveys.  Remember to examine the readings we have done from The Transition to College Writing as well as the readings from You are Here.  Then list the claims that you think are inaccurate or somewhat inaccurate and in the other column list what you could use as proof from the readings and surveys.  From these lists you should be able to formulate your thesis.  For example:

Mark Edmundson’s critique of college culture is 
accurate








inaccurate








partially accurate
