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Assignment Three English 101 fall 2005

Making Judgments

Due Dates

Heuristics:  See daily syllabus

First Draft: Wed Nov 2

Second Draft: Fri Nov 4

Polished Draft: Wed Nov 9

Background

This semester we have focused on the idea of making a claim and supporting that claim with evidence.  As evidence we have used personal experience, the experience of peers, and ideas from experts in the field of education.  We have focused on something that you know a great deal about: your own education up until this point.

Another area we are familiar with is that of television.  Most of us watch some television although we may not always want to admit that we do.  In fact American households watch on the average 50 hours each week.  Of course, students such as yourselves tend to be busy and watch less than the rest of us, but it is interesting that many of you brought TVs to the dorms or have roommates with TVs in your dorm room.  And we all have our favorite shows and those that we despise.  Currently some of us may watch CSI or Law and Order.  Others may watch Desperate Housewives or old favorites like The Simpsons.  I must admit to being hooked on several shows on BBC America including several odd comedies like Little Britain and an awful reality TV show called Cash in the Attic (coming to America very very soon).  All of you can already make judgments about TV shows, but now our job is to formalize those judgments in a written evaluation.  Writing evaluations is one of the most useful types of papers you can learn early on in college because while only a few courses might ask you to review a TV show, many may ask you to review an article or a book, and the same skills apply.

Your Task

You have been asked to write an evaluation of a TV show of your choosing for The New York Times, or The Washington Post in which you evaluate a particular TV show.  This need not be one of this year’s new shows.  You may choose to praise the show or to criticize the show for its flaws, or you may find that you want to offer up a mixed review.  Your purpose (as your text says) is to “evaluate a product’s success in meetings its entertainment goals” (Callaghan and Dobyns 286).  In addition, your review may also be an “invitation to watch” or your review “may offer cautions to the audience” (286).

Regardless of how you feel about the show, you must essentially construct an argument in which you state your judgment, and then you offer support for your judgment.  In order to make your judgment, you have to come up with criteria, that is the grounds for your judgment.  If I argue that Desperate Housewives is an excellent situation comedy, then you would expect me to tell you what makes for an excellent situation comedy and to show you how Desperate Housewives incorporates those elements.  Sometimes writers don’t overtly state their criteria but imply them when they discuss the show itself, but the clearest writers are those who state their criteria and then show how the thing they are evaluation matches those criteria.

Your Readers

Your readers are newspaper readers who may or may not watch the show you are reviewing.  This information tells you that your audience read on at least the 8th grade level.  However, because they may not watch the show, you will have to describe it briefly to orient your readers.

Your Purpose

You purpose it to persuade your readers that your judgment is reasonable based on the product you are evaluation.  Your secondary purpose may be to invite readers to watch the show or to avoid it.

Key Features

· A description of the subject so that readers who may not be familiar with your subject understand what it is
· Clearly defined criteria.  

If, for example, you were evaluating a cooking show, what are the criteria that make a cooking show exemplary?  Obviously edible looking food.  But what else?  An attractive chef or an interesting personality like British chef Gordon Ramsay whose personality is fascinating?  Some kind of theme for the show like 30 Minute Meals where the food can all be cooked in 30 minutes or less.

If you were evaluating a crime drama, is an interesting hunt for the killer an important criteria?  How about gruesome murder scenes?

· A clear judgment expressed in the form of a thesis

· Well-developed reasons for the judgment.  One reason that What Not to Wear is an entertaining reality TV makeover show is the witty, sarcastic hosts Trinny and Suzanne.  So an important criterion for these types of shows is interesting hosts. Another reason may be that the show always includes a part where the person being made over rebels slightly and Trinny and Suzanne must step in and save that person.  These reasons rely on a knowledgeable discussion of the show.  You need to be familiar with the show and you should also cite some experts who have written on the show or on the genre (the type) of show.

· A sound conclusion that summarizes how well the show fulfils its purpose and whether it is worth watching.

Organization

· Introduction in which you discuss the genre (type) of TV show this is and identify the criteria for evaluating this genre

· Description of the show ending with your judgment (thesis)

· Reasons and evidence for your judgment (discuss the criteria and match to the show in turn)

· Acknowledge objections or opinions of others

· Restate your overall judgment and advise the viewer

Requirements

· Use three articles that you find from Academic Search Premier or LexisNexis

· Write at least four pages

· Include a Works Cited Page

· Your name, class time, and my name on first page

· Your name and page number on each page

Heuristics

1. List three possible shows that you might review.  These can include news shows, reality TV shows, makeover shows, dramas, comedies, crime shows, talk shows and so on.  Then in a paragraph explain which show you would like to review and why.  Describe the features of the show that you either find good or you find lacking.

2. Having chosen your TV show, use Academic Search Premier and LexisNexis to find at least 5 articles related to the show.  These can be reviews of the show itself or they may deal with similar shows or they may talk about the genre (type) of show in general.  Read each source carefully and mark up your printout as you read.  Note that you may find that you must go back and do more searching after you read your sources because they may not be as useful as you first thought.  

3. Write up a works cited page correctly listing the articles you have found.  After each article listing, write a brief description of what the article is about (a summary).  Follow this with a sentence or two that explains how you might use the article or why you think it is useful.  You will then have written your first annotated bibliography for college.

4. Use the Internet to do the following:  First see if the show has an official website.  Visit the website and make note of any useful information.  Then use Google to find out more about the genre of the show (that is what type of show it is).  Now make a list of things that this show is known for.  Then turn that thing into a criteria for evaluation:

	Thing
	Criteria
	Match to the Show

	Cash in the Attic involves homeowners and an expert searching for antiques
	There must be a successful hunt for treasures
	Yes the show always involves this.  

On one show recently a homeowner found a valuable painting that was half destroyed in the back of his garage—the picture sold for $5,000 even though half of it was missing

	The show includes the auction and at the auction at least one item doesn’t sell
	There must be some dramatic moments when it looks like the homeowner won’t raise the money because items are not selling
	Yes each show includes the auction and not all the items sell well.

Usually in the middle of the show items start not to sell and the music accompanying the show slows down and sounds sad.  Sometimes items don’t sell because they are rubbish and sometimes because the estimate is too high or because the owner has put on too high a reserve


5. Now look at the list of criteria you have developed.  These should allow you formulate your overall judgment of the show or your thesis.  Write out your thesis and then in a paragraph explain which criteria your judgment is based on and in what order you will discuss those in your paper.  

You are now ready to begin drafting your paper.  Remember, your introduction should be lively and interesting, but since you are writing for educated readers, it should also be well written.  Before you draft, look back at heuristic 3 so you keep your experts in mind and you weave them into your paper.






















