English 101: Assignment 4

Problem and Solutions

Composing Schedule

Heuristics—see daily syllabus

First Peer Review: Mon 21st Nov

Second Draft: Mon 28th Nov

Polished Draft: Wed 30th Nov

Rhetorical Situation

The audience for The State Press includes not only students but also professors and members of ABOR, the Arizona Board of Regents.  Patrick O’Malley, author of “More Testing, More Learning” knew that his college newspaper was also read by professors and members of his Board of Regents.  Therefore, when he made his proposal, he knew that those who had the power to solve the problem (Professors in his case) were readers of that newspaper.  The same is true for The State Press.  Therefore, The State Press is running a series of articles that will address a problem related to college and offer solutions to that problem, and you have decided that you will submit an article.

To develop an effective and informed report for this educated audience, you will need to find at least three substantive articles on your topic (note that does not mean on the problem at ASU but the article could deal with the problem or solution at another university or in society at large) that will help you prove this is a serious problem and/or that your solution could solve the problem. (You may be able to use an article or two from You are Here, depending on your topic, including articles we have and have not discussed in class).  To prove the problem exists and is serious, you may wish to survey your peers to show your readers that the problem should be addressed.

Your Purpose

As the author does in the essay “More Testing,” you will inform the audience of a college-related problem that they may be unaware of, suggest some possible solutions to the problem, and show why one solution is the best solution.

Choosing a Topic

In our readings and class discussions, we have addressed a number of substantive problems in education today. There are also many other college-related problems being discussed in the media.  You can focus on problems related to learning and teaching or you can look at problems related to living.  Here are some random suggestions, but you may have much better ideas:

· Problems associated with technology such as online classes or hybrid classes, the effects technology has on teaching or learning and so on

· Problems with how a particular class is taught or how testing is done in a particular class

· Cheating or plagiarism in college

· Copyright issues associated with downloading material from the Internet

· Types of testing, types of grading, the plus/minus system

· College admissions issues/ SAT/ ACT tests

· Student loan debt/ student credit card debt (have you noticed how many credit card companies bombard you as a student and tempt you with free T-shirts?)

· Student health issues like the freshman 15

· College transition courses like UNI 100

· How you could change a required class like college math to make it more useful (think of what Steven Cahn said about why you need to be educated in math and how you could change the course to accomplish that)

· Problems with large lecture classes

· Attendance policies in classes or lack of attendance policies

· Security issues on campus

· Voting and voter apathy on campus (would more students vote if they could vote online?)

· Problems with adjusting to college—how could this be less stressful?

· Choosing classes and or teachers

· Gender issues and college

Remember, smaller issues and focused topics lead to better papers

Solutions

One way to think about solutions is to think about social fixes (that involve changing people’s behavior) versus technological fixes (that involve using technology that prevents the problem from occurring or that fixes the problem but not the behavior that causes the problem).  For example, online plagiarism can be solved by administering severe punishments or by teachers making assignments very specific to the class OR plagiarism can be solved by computer programs that check the web for a phrase or sentence.  Students must send their papers through that program before they submit them for grading.  Change people’s behavior by making the punishment severe so students won’t cheat (social fix) or use technology like computer programs (technological fix) so that they can’t cheat.  Obesity problems can be solved by educating people to eat better or taxing fatty food OR by changing the fat and calories in food so that those foods cannot be absorbed by the body.  Another way to think about solutions is to think in terms of preventing the problem or solving the effects.

Caution:  Be aware that your readers are all too familiar with topics like drugs, sexually transmitted diseases, pregnancy and so on.  So if you choose a topic like this, you need a new angle or you need to avoid these large topics that are too big for a 4-5 page paper.  Likewise, we are all familiar with problems like lack of parking, but given the financial realities today, the university is not about to build new parking structures, new dorms, or even new classrooms if they are not in the budget.  Therefore, your choice of problems should also be governed by the notion of feasibility.  What are reasonable solutions given the financial times in which we live?

Reader’s Needs

· These readers (Professors and or ABOR) have a vested interest in the university and its well being; however, they may not be aware of specific day-to-day problems that students experience.  Therefore, you must describe the problem in concrete and specific terms

· Likewise, because these readers may be unaware of the problem, you must show them that the problem is serious and needs to be solved.  You may also want to show how the problem affects not only students but also other members of the university community

· Finally, these readers will need evidence from sources (articles, your experience, peer experience) to prove that the problem is serious, and to show that the solutions are reasonable

Organization and Development

To ensure consistency in this series of articles, The State Press would like you to follow this organizational pattern:

· Introduction: try using a scenario to present the problem or another engaging strategy.  Close your introduction with a thesis that suggests there are two solutions to this problem

· Detailed description of the problem that employs evidence to prove the problem exists, explain who is affected directly and indirectly, if appropriate explain its causes, and thus you will show that it is a serious problem that ought to be solved

· Description of first solution supported by sources 

· Description of second solution supported by sources 

· Reasons why your preferred solution is the best solution supported by evidence and logical reasons

· Conclusion

Goals for this Assignment:

· To focus on a specific rhetorical situation and purpose; in this case, readers of The State Press and argue for a solution to a problem

· To inform your writing with substantive research

· To integrate and synthesize materials from various sources in a coherent, thoughtful report

· To write successfully for a specific audience using appropriate conventions of format, structure and language

Format:

· Typed, double-spaced, readable font of 11-12 point size

· Five pages (not counting the Works Cited page) 

· In-text citations using MLA and Works Cited page

· An interesting and specific title

· Name, my name and class time on the first page

· Numbered pages

Submission of Polished Draft:

· Your polished paper should be submitted in an 81/2” x 11” manila folder on which you have written your name.  Include the following, working from top to bottom:

· Reflection on your writing (written in class on the due date)

· Polished draft

· Early drafts and peer review sheets

· Invention/heuristics 

· Copies of your sources, with quoted sections highlighted

Heuristics

Once again, if you do work through each of these questions, you will find that the paper will almost write itself.  Be aware that as you write, you may need to go back and do more research.  For example, you may find that you want to construct a survey to use on your friends outside class to help you substantiate your claim that this is a serious problem that affects a number of students.  Alternatively, you may find as you work on the solution that you need to find out whether your solution has been tried somewhere else.  At this point you may want to conduct more narrow or more focused online research.

1. Describe two possible problems that you might investigate.  Then conduct preliminary research to see which looks promising by looking at your textbook and then looking up your topic on Academic Search  Premier and LexisNexis.  By describing briefly what your search for sources revealed, explain which topic looks more promising based on your initial research.  

2. Based on your topic choice, now compile a bibliography of 3 sources that you might consult.  List each source correctly using MLA documentation.  Use Academic Search Premier and LexisNexis and The State Press archives online.  Do not begin with a Google search.  Your bibliography should list at least 3 sources that either deal with the problem you have described or that deal with a possible solution that you could employ.  After each source, explain what it is about and how it will help you write the paper.

3. Now that you have done more research, you are ready to write your problem description for assignment 4.  This should be at least a one to two page description.  In your description, try to address the following:

· Does the problem really exist?  What can I use as evidence to show the problem exists?  What makes this a serious problem?  

· Who does it affect directly and how?  Who does it affect indirectly and how?

· What caused this problem?  For example, is the problem caused by a flaw in the system, a lack of resources, individual behavior?  How can I tell?

· What are two ways to solve this problem?

4. Using your sources, describe each solution you have thought about in the next two or three pages. Explain what the solution is, how it could be implemented, who would implement the solution, and if necessary, how much it would cost.  Then explain which solution would be best and why (would it be cheaper, more effective, easier to implement, solve the problem by removing the causes, not only solve this problem but bring other benefits and so on?).

5. Write an opening scenario like Patrick O’Malley in “More Testing” that illustrates the problem.  Remember, this should appeal to both students and Professors (and or ABOR) so that the groups understand the nature of the problem.

You now have the core material that you need for you paper.  Now you must think about how to end your paper, how to make your reasons compelling, and how to show that the problem is widespread.  Your complete draft for peer review is due on Mon 28th Dec.  Remember the polished paper is due on that Wednesday the 30th so working ahead will really help you with this paper.

