Duerden English 101 Fall 07

Assignment 3: Position Argument
Composing Schedule

Heuristics—see daily syllabus

First Peer Review: Wed Nov 1

Second Draft: Fri Nov 3

Polished Draft: Wed Nov 8

According to Lester Faigley, noted scholar in the field of Rhetoric and author of your textbook, “Position arguments aim to change readers’ attitudes and beliefs or at least get them to consider a view different from their own” (424).  As college students for at least 9 weeks, you have probably formed some opinions about the college experience, both the academic experience and the social experience.  You have probably found some aspects of college life very positive, and you have probably found some aspects of college life very frustrating.  In fact, you have probably formed your own opinions and taken positions on some issues.  So now it’s your turn to explore those positions and persuade readers to consider what you have to say.

In this paper, you are going to take a position on some issue related to college life.  It can be an issue related to academics, but it may be related to a social issue or an issue that affects both college students and other parts of society.  It should be an issue that you care about and it should be one that you have a stake in talking about.  It should not be something that you wrote about in high school.  And you should avoid those tired topics: the drinking age, legalizing drugs, abortion, title 9, affirmative action, sexually transmitted diseases, unplanned for pregnancy and so on.  Such topics rarely lead to good papers and so they rarely earn good grades.  Instead, think about things that interest you and affect you.  Think about who you are and where you are.  Think about what groups you identify with.  Yes you are a college student, and are you male or female? Are there issues connected to that. Do you identify with a particular racial or ethnic group? Are there issues there you could explore? Consider what things concern you as a college student living in the US at this point in time.
Your topic issue might develop from something we have read so far.  It might develop from something you have read or heard about outside of class.  Heuristic one should help you generate some ideas.  But staying informed, reading good newspapers, listening to news shows, and surfing news sites on the internet will also spark ideas.  You may find that you disagree with something and your position paper will respond to what others have argued.  You may find that you start with a personal experience that has lead you to take a position.  

Your paper should fully explain the issue and convince me.  In your conclusion, you should consider what the solution is or what should be done.

Research

Once you have an idea, you need to explore what others have said, and we will do this by using Academic Search Premier to find articles written by experts and scholars.  In this paper you will need to use at least 6 sources, three of which should come from Academic Search Premier.  The remaining three can include your own primary research (surveys and interviews) and material you find on news sites such MSNBC or CNN or BBC.CO.UK or ABC. or NPR.  You can of course consult many more sources.

Audience 
Generally position arguments are written to those who have a stake in the issue.  They may be directly affected; they may be indirectly affected; they may be part of the cause of the problem; they may have the power to change the situation or bring about a solution.  For this paper, we will imagine that we are writing for The State Press, which is read by administrators, members of ABOR (the Arizona Board of Regents), professors and students.  Therefore, given that audience, you will need to assume they are educated, expect convincing evidence, and expect well-constructed prose.  You can be lively in your style, but you will need weighty evidence.  Although this is a local readership, your issue may affect more than just ASU students.
Goals
· Define the issue clearly and completely

· State your position unequivocally

· Use at least 4 reasons to support your position

· Make effective good use of ethos, logos, and pathos; that is recognize that reasons can be supported by a variety of appeals

· Provide convincing evidence to support your reasons

· Acknowledge/refute opposing views by answering two possible objections 

· Offer some kind of solution in your conclusion

· Write successfully for a specific audience using appropriate conventions of format, structure and language
Format:

· Typed, double-spaced, readable font of 11-12 point size

· 5-6 pages (not counting the Works Cited page) 

· In-text citations using MLA and Works Cited page

· An interesting and specific title

· Name, my name and class time on the first page; name  and page number on following pages

Submission of Polished Draft:

· Your polished paper should be submitted in an 81/2” x 11” manila folder on which you have written your name.  Include the following, working from top to bottom:

· Reflection on your writing (written in class on the due date)

· Polished draft

· Early drafts and peer review sheets
· A copy of the report generated by my safe assignment (we will review this in class)

Heuristics for Assignment 3

1. Invention
· Describe 3 issues that are related to your academic life about which you feel strongly (consider required classes, teaching styles, exams and testing methods, cheating, and so on)

· Describe 3 issues that are related to your social life as a student that are or could be problematic (consider social networks on the internet, online gaming, credit card use, parents, texting while driving, and so on)

· Describe 3 national issues that affect you as a college-age student (try going to news websites and newspaper websites to see what is being discussed)
· Find one opinion article dealing with an issue related to college-age students with which you disagree

Put a checkmark by the issue that most interests you at this time.
2. Research

In class, use Academic Search Premier to find 5 print articles that would help you develop your paper.  Then search LexisNexis to see if you can find 2 newspaper reports dealing with this issue.  Then search any of the news websites to see if they deal with the issue. List each source in a works cited using MLA format. Read each source carefully.  When you have read each source, go back to your works cited and add a description of the source and then explain why it might be useful.

3. Reasons
Read pp. 466-469 in W and using the “develop reasons and write a working thesis” on pages 466-467, write a working thesis and possible list of 5 reasons that would support your position.  Then give two objections readers might raise.
4. Charting Your Ideas
Put the most important and convincing reasons in a table with three columns.  In the first column give the reason.  In the second column, and in the second column, explain what evidence (examples, statistics, quotes from experts from articles will support your reason).  If you are referring to quotes, document.

	Thesis: Cheating has become pervasive in college and its wrong

	Reason
	Support needed
	Quote from source

	Cheating has become tolerated by my age group
	Factual support would be nice i.e. survey data

My own experience would be effective; that is my attitude if I see others cheat
	According to Mark Clayton, a study conducted by the Center for Academic Integrity found that “nearly 80% [of students] admitted to cheating at least once” (316).   


5. Objections
Anticipate two objections that readers may have and answer those objections by refuting them as not valid or by acknowledging that their objections are valid but your argument is stronger.  Again use a table.

	Objection
	Refute/Acknowledge
	Further Evidence

	Even if students do cheat, they are only hurting themselves.
	Not strictly true.  Would you be happy if you found out your surgeon about to remove your appendix cheated on his anatomy exam?
	Find some evidence that cheating does occur in medical school.


First Draft
Use the heuristics to develop the body of your paper.  In your conclusion, consider how to solve this issue.  What needs to be done?  Then think about your introduction.  Consider how to introduce this paper in a lively way so that readers are hooked by your introduction.  It should make them want to read more.
