Assignment Two: Defining the Issue
Composing Schedule

· Heuristic Questions: see syllabus for dates

· First Draft: Wed Mar 1
· Second Draft: Mon Mar 6
· Polished Draft: Wed Mar 8
Your polished draft should be submitted in a manila folder with previous drafts, peer reviews, heuristics, printed copies of your sources, and the reflection on your writing that you do in class on they day you submit your paper.

Background
As your textbook Inventing Arguments explains on pp115-117, definitions often drive arguments.  Debates arise because we have competing or differing definitions of particular terms. For example, those involved in the debate over evolution are at one level arguing what the term “theory” means.  To some scientists, the word means a comprehensive explanation of a given set of data that has been repeatedly confirmed by observation and experimentation and has gained general acceptance within the scientific community.  It is distinct from a hypothesis, a tentative proposal made to explain certain observations or facts that requires further investigation to be verified.  However, to some groups, a theory is something not proven and therefore not factual.  It is a tentative (not proven) idea about the natural world.  So when people discuss “the theory of evolution” their disagreements stem from their different understandings of what the word “theory” means.  Until they can agree on what the term means, they many never understand each others’ positions and reach resolution.
In this first of three papers exploring different aspects of a topic, I am asking that you explore how an issue that arises from that topic should be defined.  Although I hate to restrict topic choice, experience shows me that the following topics almost never result in good papers: abortion, gun control, repealing drug laws or lowering the drinking age, euthanasia, the existence of God, fraternities and sororities, eating disorders, teenage pregnancy/sex/sexually transmitted diseases.   Although these are topics in the news, they have been well covered and honestly, it’s very hard to come up with something original and persuasive to say on these topics; instead, students resort to the same issues they’ve written about before.  The result: they are bored and their papers are uninspiring.  
So pick something you’ve not investigated before.  Some interesting topics that could lead to issues might include the following: grade Inflation; Standardized Testing like AIMS, Effects of Violence in Videogames/TV, Decline in Reading; Gender Differences and the Brain; Teens and Poker; Gender & Science/Math; Criminal Punishment and Juveniles; Healthcare in the US; Social Security Reform, War on Terrorism, Patriot Act; Gene Therapy; Cloning (human/animals); Reality TV; Genetically Modified Food; Decline in reading/gender and reading; Blogging; the FDA; Outsourcing; Privacy and Government; Privacy and the Internet; Climate change; Cosmetic Surgery and the makeover culture.  You might be interested in a more local issue.  For example the role of the community college versus that of the university; urban sprawl or healthy growth and so on.
Your Task:

In this first paper, you are going to use definition to discover an issue.  You are writing this article for the weekly magazine CQ Researcher. This magazine is written for the general public, but unlike Newsweek or Time, articles in this magazine regularly cite sources. Each week the magazine investigates one issue and writers contribute a variety of articles on different aspects of the issue.  You have been asked to write an article in which you explore an issue by defining the core term that makes this issue debatable.  Your purpose is to enlarge our understanding of the issue by explaining how it has been defined by various groups of people, why those definitions are problematic, and how it should be defined.  
Example:

For example, you might consider the topic of Dark Sky Neighborhoods.  One issue generated by that topic is lighted ball fields.  Recently in my neighborhood, this issue came up and a surprising number of parties were involved: the Scottsdale City Council, the Scottsdale Development & Review board, the Parks and Recreation department, the Little League, homeowners living adjacent to the park, parents living adjacent to the park, homeowners in the surrounding area, COPP (the Coalition of Pinnacle Peak), parents of children in Little League outside the area and so on.  Each of these groups would either be for or against the lighted ball field, but they would define the issue in very different ways.  Some parents might define this is as an issue of safety for children.  Some homeowners might define this is an issue of light pollution.  Other homeowners might worry that a lighted ball field would affect their homes might define this is as an issue of individual property rights.

Goals: 

In order to meet the goals for this assignment, you will address the following elements:
· A clear thesis that asserts a revelatory statement (146)

· An examination of how this issue is usually defined or has been defined by as many different people involved as you can find and an explanation of why that is problematic
· Your own developed definition

· An examination of your topic in terms of that definition

· Use of research (secondary research, that is articles from Academic Search Premier, and perhaps primary research, that is answers to survey questions)
· Use of various support strategies (147-151): examples, scenarios, allusions, testimony, appeals to logic and values

· Counterarguments and Concessions (152)

· A strong conclusion that explores the implications of accepting this definition on the larger issue and how we respond

Heuristics
1. After you have read IA pp. 115-117 and 140-142 and you have looked at my suggestions and looked at recent topics covered by CQ Researcher and thought about what has been in the media, complete the following chart for at least four possible topics:

	Broad Topic
	Related Issue (what do people argue over)
	Personal Interest (why you find the topic or issue interesting)
	Personal Experience (personal experience you have with the issue or topic)
	Knowledge of the Issue or Topic (what you have read about the issue or where it has been discussed)

	1.
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	
	


2. During class we used the stasis questions on page 539-540 to focus our topic choice and we conducted some initial research.  For your two most appealing topics, answer the questions on page 142:
· What do people normally think of when they hear the term?

· Why might some people overlook some important layer or quality of it?

· Why might reasonable people disagree about or argue over it?

· What is an appropriate definition?

· Why is it important that the topic be defined correctly?

3. Research:

Primary: read the example of survey questions on page 143.  Now develop two or three questions that will help you figure out how most people define the topic?  Ask at least 7 people (of varying ages if you can—relatives OK) to give you their answers and write these down.   Then for submission type up your questions and explain what the answers reveal about how they define the issue.
Secondary:  Use Academic Search Premier and also LexisNexis to find four articles that will help you explain how others define the issue.  Following the format on page 636, write a works cited page for these four sources.  Then, after each entry, briefly summarize the source in your own words and explain how it will help you with this paper

4. Answer the questions on page 146.  
· What specific behaviors, attitudes, values, policies, or qualities does the term involve?

· What is its opposite?

· What specific qualities differentiate it from other like things?

· Under what conditions does it thrive?

· Under what conditions does it suffer?

Then develop your thesis following the four stage model on page 146.

5. Read through all of your secondary sources and your survey answers and mark up anything that could be useful in your paper.  Review pages 147-152 and write a paragraph in which you describe how you are going to organize and develop your paper
