Duerden English 102 Spring 06

Assignment 4: Arguing Crisis
Due Dates:

Heuristic 1: Wed Apr 12

Heuristic 2: Fri Apr 14

Heuristic 3: Mon Apr 17

Heuristic 4: Wed Apr 19

Heuristic 5: Fri Apr 21

First Draft: Mon Apr 24

Polished Draft: Fri Apr 26

Background

As your text book explains, “Rhetoricians in ancient Greece and Rome taught students about argument by using crisis.  They would place students in hypothetical situations: The barbarians are coming over the hill attacking the city; what should we do?” (269). By arguing what we should do in response to a situation, you learn the role of argument in the real world.  Indeed, arguing what we should do in a given situation is one of the most common arguments you will make in the world of work.  These arguments are called “proposals” and they can be solicited (responses to a request for a proposal called an RFP) or unsolicited.  For example, if you want to purchase some new software, you would write a proposal for your manager in which you claimed “we should buy x” and then you would persuade her to implement buying the new software by showing her how the software will improve the workplace.  Similarly, in the world of government, people propose new policies for things like welfare reform, tax reform, and so on.  In the world of academia, professors propose new courses.  All of these proposals are unsolicited (that is the writer proposes the idea).  Whether solicited or unsolicited, practical or policy, all proposals share one thing in common: they attempt to solve a problem.   They share the following characteristics:

· They are action–oriented

· The are focused on the future

· They are audience-centered

· They are arguments

· They are persuasive

· To be persuasive, they need to be backed up with evidence from sources

Your Paper
You have now written two papers in which you examined an issue and who is involved and you took a position on the issue.  You may wish to stick with this topic now and propose a solution to a related problem.  Some of you, however, may wish to change topics because you have exhausted your ideas or creativity.  Changing topics is certainly acceptable at this point.

Regardless, you will write a paper in which you prove that x has become a crisis and we need or must do y to solve the problem.  Your goal is to write a proposal that would persuade your audience to act.  Therefore, you will need to find evidence that will show that your proposal will work.  Such evidence could be that your solution has worked in other examples, that your solution is similar to one that solved a similar problem, that experts have argued that this thing solves the problem and so on.  So you need to make sure that you have evidence that supports your view that the problem exists, evidence to show that your solution will work, and evidence to show that other solutions will be less effective.

Once you have thought about a problem, you can think about what would solve the problem.  One way to generate ideas is to consider how using technology, for example, could solve the problem you have identified.  On the other hand, you might consider how a social fix (changing people’s behavior and attitudes) might be a more effective way to solve the problem.

You have to persuade your audience that this is a crisis that needs to be solved.  You will need to conduct research to find persuasive evidence you can use to prove that this is a crisis that has significant effects and needs to be solved.  So, for example, if you wanted to propose a solution to a workplace problem, interviews with peers may help you establish that the problem exists, but you will need further evidence to show that this is a serious problem that affects your readers.  You have to make them care about the problem and show them that it is in their interests to support or adopt a solution.  Then you will need to devise your solution and prove to your readers that your solution will solve the problem.  Again, you will need evidence from sources that shows that your solution would work—it has been tried in other places or in similar situations.  You will also need to prove that your solution is feasible (it can be done given budget and personnel constraints) and you may need to prove that your solution is better than other solutions that have been proposed.   You will also have to consider what opponents to your solution would argue and show why they are mistaken.  

Composition

The audience for this paper is the person or people to whom you plan to make your proposal.  

· Your completed response to this assignment should clearly articulate the policy or practice you are recommending.  

· It should review the reasons why change is necessary and demonstrate what will happen, and to whom, if your recommended policy or practice is adopted.  

· It should also demonstrate what would happen, and to whom, if your recommendation is not adopted.  

· It should discuss means of implementation and enforcement of the policy or procedure you are recommending, as well.

· To be persuasive, you will need research that supports your claims about the problem, the solution, and the implementation of the solution.  At times, you will be able to find articles that deal with the problem and solution.  At other times, you may have to draw on articles that deal with analogous problems and solutions.

Essential Elements & Arrangement (pp 309-310)

Generally, an unsolicited proposal follows a basic organization pattern of problem/solution.  Here is a list of the features that usually appear in a proposal from which you can derive appropriate headings for sections:

· Discussion of the crisis (includes a description of the problem, who it affects directly and indirectly, and evidence showing that problem has harmful effects).  Thus you might want to consider examining the causes of the problem and the effects of the problem.  This section will probably comprise two or three well developed paragraphs.  You end this section with a clear and strong proposal claim: to solve this crisis, we should do y.  Make sure that your proposal claim and solution matches the problem.

· Discussion of the solution including:

a) A full description of the solution;

b) An explanation showing how your particular solution solves the problem; 

c) Evidence to show that the solution is feasible, that is the solution can be carried out given the resources available (funds, personnel, equipment)

d) Good persuasive reasons and evidence to argue for this solution as a way of solving the problem

· Discussion of opponent’s objections to your solution and refutation of those objections based on reasons and evidence

· Discussion of at least one alternative solution and reasons and evidence showing why those will not work or will be less effective 

· Conclusion urging readers to act and benefits of action now

Heuristics for the Proposal

If you work through these heuristics carefully, you will have all the material you need to write an excellent proposal

1. Topics:  

a. Think about problems related to college, schools, healthcare, the environment, entertainment, debt, your neighborhood, your state, the nation, and consider topics we have read about.  What are some problems that concern you as a young person not yet graduated from college?  Write out two possible ideas here using this template:  Although most people do not see it, _______________ is a major crisis that must be addressed.

b. Then think about your part time job or your life as a student.  What is one practical problem related to your workplace or too school which, if solved, would benefit you and your employer or would benefit you as a student and perhaps ASU in general? Try to be realistic.  Yes, parking is a problem; however, ASU cannot afford to build more parking garages and will not make parking free.  Use this template and write out your idea:  Although _________________ may not appear to be a significant problem, it is and doing _______________ would bring about improvements.

c. Now think about the topic you worked on for the last two papers.  Use that topic and fill out the following template:

Although many do not recognize that _____________________ is a crisis, it is and  could be addressed by doing __________________________

d. Explain which of these you find most appealing and why

2. In order to fully support your claim that x is a crisis and that y will solve the problem, you need to do some research.  Use Academic Search Premier, LexisNexis, and CQ Researcher to find out how people describe the problem (or if they admit it is a problem) and possible solutions that have been proposed or have been tried in other circumstances.  Write out a list of six sources you have found (in correct format) and read each source.  Then after each source you list, explain how it will help you with this paper.  You may also want to survey peers and parents to find out what they think.
3. Having read through your sources you can now describe the crisis.  Use the questions on page 298 of your text in “analyzing the situation” to write three paragraphs on the crisis.  Close with your proposal claim: To solve the crisis or problem, we should _____________.  Review page 301 for examples of specific theses.  Make sure you have evidence from sources that prove your crisis exists and use it.
4. Now you must work on the solution.  First describe the solution (describe what it is and explain how would it solve the crisis or problem).  Consider what costs (personnel, equipment, and time) would be involved in the solution and whether it could be done in one act or a series of steps would be involved.  If your solution has been tried in other situations, be sure to explain that.  Then give me at least three reasons for adopting your solution.  Read over pages 303-306 to help you develop reasons that use your sources.  For example, you might describe an analogous situation, you might cite experts, you might cite testimony, use appeals to logic and appeals to value in order to construct your reasons.

5. Counterarguments:  Read pages 307-308 before you do this.  You must include objections to your solution and you must refute those.  You must also come up with at least one alternative solution and show me why that will not work or would be less effective than your chosen solution.  Write out two objections to your solution and if possible, use your sources to refute those objections.  Then write out one alternative solution and refute it.
Now you are ready to write your introduction and conclusion.  Read pages 310-313 for ideas about how to open your paper and how to conclude your paper.  Then drawing on all the heuristic work, write your first draft of your paper due Monday April 24th.

