Duerden Spring 2007 English 102

Assignment Two: Origins
Composing Schedule

· Heuristic Questions: see syllabus for dates

· First Draft:  Wed 28th Feb
· Second Draft: Mon 5th March
· Polished Draft:  Wed 7th March
Your polished draft should be submitted in a manila folder with previous drafts, peer reviews, printed copies of your sources, and the reflection on your writing that you do in class on the day you submit your paper.

Background
In this paper, you are going to explore the origins of something: a trend, a phenomenon, a policy, an event; in other words, an issue that people disagree about.  Most issues, phenomena, trends, events, and policies (as your text explains) do not have a definite moment of origin or single cause but instead have many potential starting points.  In your paper, you will not just explain how x began, but you will explore who is involved and who is excluded and why the origins are important to the current situation and the future.

So pick something you’ve not investigated before.  Some interesting topics might include the following: grade inflation; standardized testing like AIMS, effects of violence in videogames/TV, decline in reading; ; Reality TV; gender differences and the brain; gender & science/math ability; criminal punishment and juveniles; healthcare in the US; Social Security Reform, War on Terrorism, Patriot Act; gene therapy; Cloning (animals); Genetically Modified Food; decline in reading/gender and reading; Blogging; the FDA; Outsourcing; Privacy and Government; Privacy and the Internet; Climate Change; Cosmetic Surgery and the makeover culture; a particular behavior.  Ideally you would pick a topic that you find compelling and you would explore that topic in the next three papers (origins, values, and policy).  However, you are free to change topics on each paper if you wish.
Your Task:

In this first paper, you are going to use exploring origins to discover an issue and the debate about its origins and history.  You are writing this article for the weekly magazine CQ Researcher. This magazine is written for the general public, but unlike Newsweek or Time, articles in this magazine regularly cite sources. Each week the magazine investigates one issue and writers contribute a variety of articles on different aspects of the issue.  You have been asked to write an article in which you explore an issue by exploring the origins of an issue.  
In the paper you will examine the issue by laying out its history; and stating its origins. You will reveal who or what is involved and explore the mainstream or official account most people say happened.  You may also explore the marginalized accounts or the unofficial accounts and explain why knowing about these origins is important to the present situation and the future.  Remember, at this point, you are not being asked to take a position on the issue.   As the semester progresses and you do more research, you will eventually develop a responsible and informed position on the issue.
Goals: 

In order to meet the goals for this assignment, you will address the following elements:
· A  thesis that asserts a clear claim about origins

· A description of the issue and who is affected and how

· An examination of how many believe this issue began
· An examination of the origins you believe are important

· A discussion of why knowing about the origins is important
· Use of research (secondary research, that is articles from Academic Search Premier, and perhaps primary research, that is answers to survey questions)
· Use of various support strategies): examples, scenarios, allusions, testimony, appeals to logic and values

· Counterarguments and Concessions 
· A strong conclusion that explores the implications of accepting your views of the origins for the present and the future
Heuristics
1. After you have read IA pp. 85-87 and you have looked at my suggestions and looked at recent topics covered by Opposing Viewpoints and thought about what has been in the media, complete the following chart for at least four possible topics:

	Topic
	How do you think it got started?

What people, organizations, or institutions were involved

 
	Personal Interest (why you find the topic or issue interesting)
	Personal Experience (personal experience you have with the issue or topic)
	Knowledge of the Issue or Topic (what you have read about the issue or where it has been discussed)

	1.
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	
	


2. Read pp. 88-92.  Now answer the questions on page 92 for your topic 
3. Research:

Secondary:  Use Academic Search Premier, Opposing Viewspoints, and also LexisNexis to find four articles that will help you examine the origins of this issue.  Your textbook suggests you search by typing in the topic plus the words “and origins, or beginnings, or source.”  Following the format on page 636, write a works cited page for these four sources.  Then, after each entry, briefly summarize the source in your own words and explain how it will help you with this paper.  Read page 93 and use those models to write out a working thesis.
4. Having done your research, answer the questions on page 93.  Then read pp. 95-107 and 47-52.  Now answer the questions on page 99.
5. Reread pp. 100-101.  Using the ideas on page 101, develop 3 counter arguments to your thesis and explain how you will refute or concede these arguments.
