Assignment Three: Arguing Value (What Good is It?)
Composing Schedule:

Heuristic Questions: See Syllabus for due dates

First Draft: 
Second Draft
Polished Draft Due:  

The Assignment
As your text explains on page 219, people argue that something is wrong, bad, good, positive, negative, flawed, and so on.  In this next paper, you will be arguing that x is wrong (or unfair or unjust or unreasonable and so on) or x is right or good or fair or just.  Sometimes the topic is in plain view.  Sometimes you must bring the hidden value or topic into focus (221).  In these cases, you are not only arguing x is wrong, but you are revealing the issue that hitherto people may have overlooked or not seen as an issue.  You are trying to jolt or lull readers into reseeing a topic as an issue (245).
You may choose to work with the topic you explored in the second paper or you may find that something on pp. 246-247 sparks your imagination.  Remember, I want you to explore things you find interesting and intellectually stimulating.  You are going to argue the value of this topic by writing an argument in which you persuade undecided readers to accept your position.  Therefore, you will use a variety of claims based on the different kinds of appeals that we have discussed this semester (values, fact and reason, character, and emotion).  It will be helpful to review the chapter on value in IA before you begin this work.

Your judgment (thesis: x is good or bad) should be based on criteria (practical—it works well or not, has good outcomes or not;  ethical—it is right or not, just or not, fair or unfair, moral or immoral; aesthetic—beautiful, creative, lyrical, intriguing, dramatic, stimulating etc.  or not).  You may find it useful to write out your criteria to help you create your reasons.  Alternatively, you may find it easier to derive your criteria from your reasons.  Which ever order you do this, you should make your criteria clear in your paper in the topic sentences for your reasons.    
To argue effectively, you need to not only make your position and reasons clear, but you need to explore what those opposed to your position argue and show your readers why their claims are less effective or less reasonable or faulty and so on.  This is called refutation and we’ve seen how arguments are less effective when a writer doesn’t consider what others think.

Goals: 
1. To persuade the audience to accept that your position is correct

2. To persuade the audience that opponents are incorrect

3. To convince the audience to agree with you by using valid reasons and persuasive evidence from sources

Audience or Readers

Direct your response to this assignment to readers of a national publication like Harpers Magazine, The Nation  or The Chronicle of Higher Education whose thinking you want to influence.  These magazines have solid reputations for accurate and developed articles that employ credible sources and they are read by an educated but not specialist audience, so they discuss a range of issues from education to latest trends.  Your credibility will be very important in persuading this audience to adopt your view, so you should take care to present yourself as someone who is reasonably well informed about the issue you are discussing.   To establish your credibility, you might want to invent a persona for yourself.  For example, if you were writing about the value or lack of value of online classes, you might choose to portray yourself as a student who has taken online classes.  You could then be writing an article to those professors in favor or undecided about online courses and this would appear in a journal that professors read.  For example, many professors read the Chronicle of Higher Education.  Remember that because your audience may be skeptical or even hostile, you may have to concede some points rather than just openly attack.   

In your introduction, you will need to convey who you are and what has made you write this article.  In other words, you will invent a rhetorical situation that explains why you are writing this article.  You may be responding to a real event that has occurred in the news, or you may create an event that causes you to respond in writing (if you create an event, make sure it is plausible).  In either case, you should make that occasion (reason why you are writing) clear in your introduction.  For example, if you were writing about online education, you might imagine that the university is wondering whether to make online freshmen English the normal way of taking the class in 2009 to overcome the space crunch at ASU.
Arrangement

1. Because you are writing to an undecided audience, you will need to explain the subject and issue carefully and fully.  You will need to first make your readers want to read your article, so your introductory paragraph should really draw them in.  Then you might follow with a careful description of the issue and give your position clearly and unequivocally.

2. What should follow will be a set of reasons that support your position based on reasonable criteria.  For example, delivering freshman English in an online environment is not the best educational experience because many freshmen lack the ability to read carefully and an online class involves extensive reading.  Then prove with evidence and quotes.
3. After you have stated your reasons and made sure that they each employ persuasive appeals and effective evidence, you will want to show your readers why those opposed to your position are wrong.  Therefore, you need to pick out key reasons they employ and show why those are less reasonable or are based on a lack of evidence and so on.

4. Likewise, because you are trying to persuade your audience, you may concede some claims that the other people make. That is often a good way to make you seem more reasonable.  Another tactic you might employ is to point out what you and the opposing groups have in common.  This tactic works especially well with values, and as you have seen, many times groups share values. 

5. Since you are presenting to undecided audience, you will have to consider how you open your paper to catch the attention of your readers.  This may be where you experiment with different appeals such as those based on character or arguments based on the heart. But don’t get sloppy and overly emotional.  No Hallmark cards please!

At minimum

1. The completed paper should clearly state your position on the issue and provide your reader with compelling reasons for your position.  

2. You must use at least one reason based on values to support your position 

3. These reasons must be based on reasonable criteria.  I cannot say President Crow is a bad university President because he has dark hair.

4. To refute effectively, consider the types of reasons and the quality of evidence the other groups use.  Is the evidence based on fact and reason, or does it appeal to emotions, appeal to character, or appeal to values?  Are these appeals sufficient?  You may have to do additional research to find developed supporting evidence for your own claims and refutation.
5. To be persuasive, you will need to use support from the research you have done so far.  Remember, you may also need to find more articles now as you dig deeper into the issue.

Heuristics for Arguing

Before you begin the heuristics, read through the text pp. 246-265 to see examples of how to complete this work.

1. Read through pp. 246-7 to think about possible topics.  Then use the template on page 246 for three possible topics you find interesting.  Do either a positive or negative for each topic.
X seems harmless, but actually she/he/it__________________.  

X seems negative, but actually she/he/it_______________.
Then choose one topic and answer the questions on page 248 on analyzing the situation.

2. Read 250-252.  Using the four articles (at least) you have found in class, answer the questions on page 250.  Then formulate a focused thesis that reveals something unexpected to your readers like the one on page 251.
3. Answer the questions on page 256 as fully as you can.

4. Read pp. 257-263 and 500-503.  Now create a table in Word in which you identify your position (core claim), supporting reasons, the appeal each reason is based on, and the underlying criteria.  Develop at least four reasons.  Then come up with at least two counter arguments.  We will add the support in class on Monday March 26
	Your position

(core claim)
	Your reasons
	What appeal this is based on
	Underlying criteria
	Which quote and which source

	The Electoral College is no longer fair, useful,  or democratic.
	1.  It gives small states unreasonable influence in the election; for example, as occurred when ….. 
	Fact/Logic and
Values 
	No one state should have undue influence on presidential elections
	

	
	2.
	
	
	

	
	3.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Counter argument
	Reason
	
	
	

	The Electoral College is fair
	1. because it ensures that smaller states have a say
	Values
	Fairness is the most important aspect of democracy
	


Hints for Drafting: Review pp. 258-260 on Arrangement
Introduction:  
Attention getting device such as a recent development



Several paragraphs that explain the issue carefully



Close with your position on the issue

	Optional paragraph stating criteria


Your reasons based on criteria:

Your opponents’ reasons 

	Concessions and refutation (why opponents wrong)


Conclusion:

Sometimes writers choose to present the opposing views and refute those before they present their reasons.  That’s up to you.


