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Introduction

Have you have ever wondered why the way you write for one class doesn’t work in another class?    One teacher prefers one thing and another seems to want the exact opposite.  Is this just a problem with audience or is there something more?  In this class we will see not just how writing and inquiry differs from one discipline to another, but we will discover why those differences exist.  For as we take various courses we are moving from one discipline to another or one discourse community to another and we must adapt to those different disciplinary constraints in order to be an effective participant.  We have to use their language, with its own terms, values, rules, and conventions, whether the discourse community is that of the workplace, a group of friends, a class in Communications or a class in Biology. Nevertheless, despite these differences, we will also discover that there are key academic strategies common to all the disciplines that help us become more effective writers.

Course Description

English 215 is an advanced interdisciplinary writing course emphasizing critical reading and thinking, argumentative writing, library research, and documentation of sources in an academic setting. The course will involve the practice and study of selected rhetorics of inquiry (for example, historical, cultural, empirical, and ethnographic) employed in academic disciplines, preparing students for different systems of writing in their academic lives. Therefore, in this course, we will discover how scholars conduct research and write papers in the 3 disciplines and, at the same time, we will study key academic strategies such as summary, synthesis, and argument.

Course Goals & Objectives

The course goals are for you to:

· significantly improve your academic writing; 

· develop an understanding of how members of a particular discipline conceive of and engage in the rhetorical practices of that discipline; 

· demonstrate understanding of the key conversations, the forms, and the conventions of writing in a particular discipline; 

· gain experience in the construction of knowledge within a discipline and practice using its discourse; 

· read critically and analyze rhetorically writings from a particular discipline and use those lenses to frame your own discourses; 

· write in the different forms and styles of a particular discipline; 

· and develop techniques for conducting research on the Internet and with other electronic databases. 

Required Texts & Supplies

· Kirscht, Judy & Mark Schlenz.  Engaging Inquiry.  New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2003.  

· Some readings from this website: http://contentselect.pearsoned.com/research-writing.html
· Some readings from online databases 

·  A CDRW or memory stick to make back ups of your work, an 81/2 by 11 manila folder for submitting work, a 3-Ring Binder for keeping all work, & stapler

You should also familiarize yourself with the following policy documents:
The ASU Writing Programs Guide.  Located at: 
 http://www.asu.edu/writingprograms/teacherresources/wpguide/studentresources.htm
Student Codes of Conduct.  Located at 

http://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/sta/sta104-01.html 

Remember: You are responsible for all University, Departmental, and Writing Programs policies, whether you have read them or not

Course Requirements: Assignment Sequence
Assignment 1 Strategies in the Disciplines: 2-3 page summary of an academic article followed by 2-page analysis of discipline-specific features in the article

Assignment 2 Examining the Disciplines: Synthesis in which you examine how 3 different disciplines examine a topic to discover key differences in discipline-specific writing and inquiry

Assignment 3 Writing in Your Discipline: Report on Writing in Your Major/Discipline.  Sources for this assignment include an interview with a professor in your discipline, an examination of a key online database for your discipline, a description of a key academic journal in your discipline, and an examination of 2 or 3 articles in your discipline

Assignment 4 Researching & Writing in Your Discipline Major: Research paper in your major/discipline accompanied by text callouts highlighting discipline-specific features

Course Requirements: Grading

Although during the semester plus minus grades will be assigned to papers, final course grades will use the whole grade system of A, B, C, D, E:  

	A = 3.5-4.0
	B = 2.7-3.49
	C = 1.7-2.69
	D = .7-1.69
	E = 0.0-0.69


Final grades are determined by averaging the following weighted grades:

Assignment 1


15%

Assignment 2


15%

Assignment 3


20%

(75% for polished writing)

Assignment 4


20%

Final



  5%


Scholar’s Journal

15%

Attendance & Participation 
10%

(25% for process)



( Note: all papers and final must be submitted on due dates to pass this class.

The Scholar’s Journal

In order to give you credit for the process work you do for this class, I ask you to keep a scholar’s journal.  The journal includes homework I assign such as summaries and heuristics for each paper.  You will hand in various pieces of the journal on the dates indicated on the syllabus.  Each piece will be graded on a scale of 1-4.  Late pieces will not be accepted.  The journal will comprise the following work:

· Summaries of articles

· Heuristics for each assignment

· Reflections on each paper

· Description of your major

· Interview with professor

· Description of on-line database

· Description of key academic journal

· Topic Proposal

· Other homework

Writing the summary 

See chapter 1 of your text A Sequence for Academic Writing.  A summary is a condensed restatement in your own words of the content of a piece of writing, with a focus on the central idea and main points that support or explain the central idea(s).  Writing a summary allows you to think about what the writer wrote about.  Therefore, in the summary section, you summarize in your own words the most important ideas.  You will want to try to be accurate in this brief section.  Begin the summary by identifying the author, the author’s position or title, and the title of the work you are summarizing.  Follow this with the author’s controlling idea of the work; then, write about the key points the author makes.  Using your own words will help you remember the passage better and give you a better understanding of the passage, so it is best to not quote from the original work.  Do not put your own feelings or your own opinions about the work into the summary.

Course Requirements: Attendance & Participation

Attendance & Participation: Because so much of your learning will take place in class, you must attend on a regular basis to receive credit for this course.  If you miss more than SIX  (6) class meetings, you cannot pass this course regardless of the reason for your absence.  This includes university-sanctioned activities.  This means that there is no such thing as an excused absence.  There are only absences.  This is a Writing Programs policy and is non-negotiable.  

“Attendance means being present, on time, and prepared for the entire class period.”  A student who is chronically late to class, leaves early, or is not prepared to participate in the day’s work will not receive attendance and participation credit.  I expect you to attend all class meetings and miss class only in rare and unavoidable circumstances.  Should you arrive for class after I have called the roll, it is your responsibility to ensure that I correct the roll that day.

Participation Grade: 

This is a way I can reward you for attendance and it often helps with overall course grades

· To earn an “A” for participation, you may only miss 3 classes, you must have your texts and drafts with you, and you must actively participate in class discussion and group work

· To earn a “B” for participation, you may only miss 4-5 classes, you must have your texts and drafts with you, and you must actively participate in class discussion and group work

· To earn a “C” for participation, you may only miss 6 classes, you must your have your texts and drafts with you, and you must actively participate in class discussion and group work

Please note that merely attending the class does not mean that you will earn one of these grades.  You could never miss a class and only earn a C for participation if you are unprepared or you do not engage fully.  Again, if you miss more than 6 classes, you will fail the class.  If I need to cancel class because my car broke down or if I am ill, I will try to post a message on blackboard or email the whole group.  However, if you come to class and I’m not here 15 minutes after class was due to start, please assume that class is cancelled.

Accommodating University-Sanctioned Activities: To accommodate students who participate in university-sanctioned activities, the Writing Programs Office offers sections of this course at various times of the day and week.  We have asked advisors across campus to help students enroll in appropriate sections.  If you think that this course may conflict with a university-sanctioned activity in which you are involved—athletics or the debate team or another—please see me after class today about transferring to another section

Classroom Protocol: We will spend much of our class time in discussions and workshops. Regardless of the class format, you are expected to be prepared, to listen, to contribute, and to participate in an appropriate fashion.  We will also spend class time writing, and you should give your best effort to these activities since your participation grade will be affected by this work.

On days when a draft is due for peer review, you will be expected to come with a complete typed draft and an electronic copy (uploaded to your afs space or sent to your digital drop box).  Failing to come with a completed draft will affect your attendance/participation grade and your polished paper grade.  Your polished paper grade will be reduced by ½ grade for each peer review you miss.  Even if your draft is incomplete, it is better to attend the peer review class rather than miss class since missing too many classes could result in your failing the class.  Moreover, if you come, you will earn partial participation credit.  

Use of Computers: ASU has adopted a new policy governing all uses of university computing resources that I expect you to observe.  In class, 

· no off-task use of your computer (e.g., no personal e-mail, Web surfing, or other computer based activities that are not specifically course related)

· turn off computer monitors during class discussions, lectures, and announcements or when otherwise directed

· do not print files during class unless otherwise directed

· personal communication devices (cell phones, beepers, and other devices) must be turned off for the entire class period. Unless you are part of an emergency on-call organization—Fire Department, Police Department, EMT, etc.), you should not and will not receive calls during class. Doing so will result in a 0 for the day's participation credit
Preparation: You must come to each class prepared to write, to share your drafts with others, and to revise what you have already written.  This means you must work steadily both in class and on your own.  You should plan to spend three hours outside of class for every hour in class.  Writing classes frequently require more time from students than many other outside classes do.  

Assignments: All drafts of assignments must be typed or computer printed and double-spaced.    Put your name, my name, the course title, the date, and title of your work on the first page.  Number all pages and put your name on each page, staple your paper & submit in a manila folder with invention/heuristic work, drafts, and peer reviews.  All summaries must be typed.  

Keeping all work: Keep all your writing for this course including in-class and out-of-class working notes, drafts, revisions, final drafts, reflections on your writing, and workshop responses.  I suggest using a 3 Ring Binder with dividers.  When you revise a paper, save it under a different file name so it’s clear to you that this is the next revision.  Keep several back-up versions of your work because computers regularly become infected with a virus.  It could be disastrous for you gradewise if you cannot produce evidence of your work at semester’s end

Academic Honesty: To plagiarize is to present as your own any work that is not exclusively your own, and it violates the University policy on Academic Integrity: “Each student has an obligation to act with honesty and integrity, and to respect the rights of others in carrying out all academic assignments.”  It is the University’s policy to severely penalize plagiarism of all, or a portion, of any assignment.  For a complete definition of plagiarism and explanation of the university policies, please see the following:

http://www.asu.edu/clas/english/writingprograms/teacherresources/wpguide/questions.htm#11policy
Getting Help: Since each writer’s needs are unique, this course will provide lots of individual attention and feedback from me (in class and during office hours) as well as from other students in class.    You should try and see me in my office at least twice during the semester to discuss your papers and your participation.  If you cannot attend my scheduled office hours, see me about making an appointment.  Please take this opportunity to let me get to know you and your work.  I also encourage you to seek reactions to your ideas and drafts from people outside this class.  

In addition, I encourage you to make full use of the Writing Center located on the 3rd floor of this building and various places on campus: http://www.asu.edu/duas/wcenter/ 

The Writing Center can help with getting started on a paper, reviewing and revising your own work, and particular individual problems with writing.  The help is free

Late Papers

I do not accept late assignments.  If you are sick on the day an assignment is due, you should arrange to have a friend deliver that paper to me during office hours or bring official documentation, such as a complete doctor’s note (a copy of your prescription is not enough), when you return.  You may not email me a copy of your paper.  If this is an extended absence, you should phone or email me as soon as possible to discuss your return and submission of work.  In-class work, the scholar’s journal work may not be made up and you will not receive grades for this late work.

(Note: Because you must turn in all 4 writing projects and the final to pass this course, you must turn in a paper even though it is late and will receive an E

On days when your assignment is due, you should have this printed before class begins.  Be warned that many students try to print their draft from a disk on the day an assignment is due and find that they have disk problems.  Likewise, some students try to email the paper to themselves and then find that they cannot retrieve that paper in the classroom.  In addition, the printers frequently break in the classroom.  Since I do not accept late papers, you may find that if you are unable to print your paper before class, I may not accept your paper later that day Always upload a version of your paper to your AFS space, even if you have the paper printed and saved on a disk etc and print your paper before you come to class

Revision Policy

Since we will have at least two full peer reviews for each paper, you may not revise a graded paper.  Therefore, I encourage you to participate fully in peer review to ensure that you receive feedback on your paper before it is due.  Please ask for feedback on your paper during office hours and during in-class workshops.

The Public Nature of Class Writing and Discussion

Part of becoming a good writer is learning to appreciate the ideas and criticisms of others, and in this course our purpose is to come together as a community of writers.  Remember that you will often be expected to share your writing with others.  Avoid writing about things that you may not be prepared to subject to public scrutiny or that you feel so strongly about that you are unwilling to listen to perspectives other than your own.  This does not mean that you are not entitled to an opinion but that you adopt positions responsibly, contemplating the effects on others, that you take responsibility for your words and for engagement with the words of others.

Problem Solving

Writing classes can be difficult, and so I encourage you to see me during office hours, email me, or make an appointment if you wish to discuss issues connected with this class and/or your performance.  Students frequently tell me that the most helpful feature of the class was coming to my office to discuss their writing projects.  Please discuss concerns with me while we still have options. I tend to be generous with students who take the initiative to consult with me about concerns while they are still “situations” and “not yet crises,” and less generous with those who permit things to slide until a crisis is unavoidable.  If anything arises about which you want an opinion other than mine, please contact the Associate Director of the Writing Programs, LLB 314, 965 3853
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