Duerden 218 Spring 2006


English 218 Spring 06
Assignment Three
Heuristic 1 Due: Wed April 19 at beginning of class (work in class on 2)
Heuristics 2 Due: Fri April 21 at beginning of class 
Heuristic 3 Due: Fri Apr 21 by end of class
First Draft Due: Mon Apr 24 (in class workshop to polish and ask questions)
Second draft due for peer review:  Wed Apr 26
Polished Draft Due: Mon May 1
For this assignment, I’d like you to write on either Never Let Me Go or Oryx and Crake.  Of course, you may also write about one of the earlier novels you have not yet addressed if you so wish.   Use one of these prompts or the prompts from earlier assignment sheets if you choose to write about one of those texts.  Remember, our focus is on what these novels tell us about our culture today.  What arguments about our culture, if you will, are these novels making?  How do they function as rhetorical artifacts?  In addition to the textual evidence you find in the novels, you may use real life incidents (as reported in articles) and your own experience as further proof for your thesis and claims.
1. Read the article “Human Cloning Don’t Just Say No” available on Blackboard under Course Documents.  This article attempts to argue that human cloning should not be banned for a variety of reasons.  Then in your paper, argue that Ishiguro’s novel is a powerful indictment of Macklin’s article in which she argues that we should not ban human cloning.
2. Much has been made of the fact that we do not realize the children are clones until page 79 onward.  And in the discussion between Ishiguro and Professor Mullan available in the link I sent you: http://blogs.guardian.co.uk/culturevulture/archives/2006/03/23/guardian_book_club_kazuo_ishiguro_talks_to_john_mullan.html
the suggestion is that our ideas and experiences change on second reading.  Some readers have enjoyed the novel more on second reading.  Compare your reactions between your first and second reading of the novel.  Based on this, argue that a second reading of the novel has a very different effect; it is a very different experience from the first reading.  (Obviously you will need to have read the novel twice).
3. For many readers, Ishiguro’s portrayal of childhood and adolescence is extremely accurate.  Using the novel and your own experiences, argue that this is the case.
4. The novel takes place in the 1990s when scientific breakthroughs have allowed for human cloning and the surgical harvesting of organs from donors.  Ishiguro has said that he is not interested in realism and not interested in the details of how the harvesting is done and so on.  Argue that while we may not live in a world where clones are grown and harvested, the novel does reflect some aspects of the world we live in where scientific advancement can be seemingly irresistible.

5. A number of readers have expressed dismay and surprise that the clones never try to escape their ultimate fate.  Yet they love the film The Great Escape and the moment when the American tries to jump the barbed wire on his bike (99).  Argue that Ishiguro make clear why the clones can never escape their fate and suggest why he has chosen to present them as fully resigned to their early deaths.
6. Ishiguro has said that the boarding school is “a kind of metaphor for all childhood.” He believes that during childhood, children learn the surface of information without being able to digest it; they know and yet don’t know. Argue that Ishiguro is correct in his ideas about how learn the surface of things without understanding the whole picture by examining the novel and your own experience.
7. One reader suggests that the real theme of Never Let Me Go is this: “lives that are never what they could be, something I think that most people in real life experience.”  Based on the novel and your own experience, argue that this is true.
8. Argue that the central question in the novel is what it means to be human and explain what answers Ishiguro gives.
9. Most of us believe that we would never accept our fate if we were the clones.  Yet we don’t rebel our reality if it’s part of who we are and all we have ever known.  Argue that this is true by examining other examples of accepting our fate in our society.  These may be contemporary or historical.  Alternatively, look carefully at what Miss Emily and Madame justify Hailsham and the way the children were reared.  Again can you find a parallel in our society where we justify abhorrent practices with similar arguments?
10. Argue that in this novel, Atwood shows what can happen when Corporate America and Science are no longer governed by ethics and morals.
11. Argue that Atwood’s depiction of this future society is in fact an accurate depiction of our current society today.  Although we don’t yet have Crakers and rakunks, a number of things that she describes already exist today.  By examining the current state of genetic manipulation, the technology we employ to stay young, gated communities, video games, the Internet, what is shown on TV and so on, you should discover a number of parallels.

12. Look for a definition of dystopic literature, and then argue that Oryx and Crake is a good example of this genre of writing.  Show what features of this type of fiction Atwood incorporates.  What vision of the future is she painting?  How realistic do you find this.
13. The game “Extinctathon” emerges as a key component in the novel. Jimmy and Crake also play “Barbarian Stomp” and “Blood and Roses.” Argue that comparable video games exist today and explain your opinion of such games and those who play them.  Are they a sign of a desensitized society or merely harmless fun?
14. In the novel Atwood describes a world where science is important and the arts are not valued except as a way to sell things.  Nevertheless, the names of things seem very important.  Examine the names of various things you found intriguing in the novel and explain why they are so effective and compare to product names today.
15. Don the lens of a feminist and examine the novel Oryx and Crake.  It’s world where men have taken over natural reproduction in favor of gene splicing. Such a lens might lead you to argue that Atwood shows that women will still be exploited by a male patriarchal society.
16. Focus specifically on the idea of gene splicing and genetic manipulation.  Do further research using Academic Search Premier and check out the headlines on this website:

http://www.mcclelland.com/features/oryxandcrake/headlines.html  Then argue Atwood’s depiction of science is based on work that already exists.  Or research our efforts to control our environment by introducing non-native species.  Argue that Atwood’s depiction of how meddling with nature results in more problems is very accurate given what we have done in the past.

Composition

· Your purpose in these essays is to persuade readers (the class and of course me) that you have a valid argument.  Therefore, you are really writing an argument in which you want to persuade your readers that you have a reasonable set of claims.  To accomplish this, you will need a clear thesis supported by reasons and textual evidence from the novel. 

· Your textual evidence, by way of quotations and details from the novel, should be carefully integrated into your essay.  Remember that quotations should always be incorporated into sentences with your words.  A quotation cannot stand on its own as a sentence.  No orphan quotes please.  Quotations illustrate your ideas.  After a quotation, you should explain to the reader that quotation shows.  Don’t make the reader make the connection between your claim and quotation.  That’s your job as the writer.  You can incorporate a quotation into your sentence by using a comma, a “that clause” or a colon.  See the following links for details. 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_mla.html
http://dianahacker.com/writersref/pdf/WritingAboutLit-REF.pdf
http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/
· You should aim to produce 5-6 typed double spaced pages with one-inch margins.  You may use outside sources such as the book reviews, interviews, and articles you find on the Literature Resource Center, Academic Search Premier, Lexis Nexis, or even from your textbooks for other classes.  If you do use outside sources, make sure you do not plagiarize by giving full credit to the author even if you just paraphrase rather than quote the idea.  

· Always use present tense: Hornby writes, or Hornby reveals.  You should use MLA documentation (Fielding 27) in your essay, and you should have a complete works cited page.

· Remember, generally your thesis comes at the end of the first paragraph in which you introduce the novel and your focus.  You move carefully from the larger world, to the world of the novel to your thesis.  Your conclusion should do more than merely summarize the novel.  You should, instead, consider the implications of what you have demonstrated or argued in your paper.  In other words, do conclude something.

· Give your essay a title (don’t use a title page).  Use one-inch margins and 11 or 12-point font.  Put your name and my name on each page in the top right-hand corner using the header command.  Number pages and put in the bottom right hand corner.  When you submit your final paper, also submit your draft, peer review sheet, and invention activities all in a manila folder.

Heuristics

1. Explain which novel you are drawn to write about and why.  Then select one of the assignment prompts and explain why you want to use that prompt to develop your paper.  

2. Write out your first draft of a thesis and then give a series of reasons or claims that you will develop to support your thesis.  After each claim, explain which passage from the novel/articles will help you prove this and find a relevant quote:

Thesis:

	Reason/Claim
	Passage/Incident
	Quote

	
	
	


3. Write a first draft of your introduction that ends with your thesis.  Your task here is to move from the larger issue to your focused thesis.  For example, were I looking at the question on the importance of popular culture I could begin with my own experience (in the form of an anecdote) that illustrates this idea.  Alternatively, I might begin with general comments about how we usually disparage popular culture and in general many of us think it consumes too much of our time and energy.  Then, when you have a working introduction, use heuristic 2 to help you develop a series of topic sentences.  As you develop your topic sentences, try to include transitional devices (such as however, or in addition, or furthermore and so on) to help you link one paragraph to the one that went before.  Remember, transitional devices go at the beginning of new paragraphs and not at the end.
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