Duerden English 218 Spring 2007


English 218: Assignment Two
Heuristic 1: Monday March 6th
Heuristics 2: Wed March 21 (note that revised assignment one due on this day)
Heuristic 3:  Wed March 21
Draft Due for peer review: Fri March 23.  
Polished Draft Due: Friday March 30 Bring a printed copy to class for peer review and submit an electronic copy on Blackboard for plagiarism check on Safe Assignment.
Prompts:

1. Although not named, it appears that Christopher suffers from Asperger’s syndrome.  Use the articles on Blackboard under journal prompts and  find more two more articles on the syndrome.  Then write a paper in which you argue that Mark Haddon has given us a realistic depiction of someone who lives with that syndrome. Make sure that you use the articles to help you define the syndrome and then you prove this is a realistic depiction by using textual evidence from the novel.  You may also have personal experience you want to include.  In your conclusion consider why it’s important that Haddon has done this. I urge you to also read this article by a teenager with Asperger’s:  

http://books.guardian.co.uk/whitbread2003/story/0,14026,1135593,00.html
2. Argue that Christopher's ''detective story'' is really a coming of age story or a bildungsroman that's not just about finding solutions and proofs but about coming to terms with the disorder, coming to terms with adults and how they behave, and coming to terms with  the desire for order in a chaotic world.
3. Christopher is astonishingly gifted in mathematics.  He is taking his A-Level math exam at the age of 15 (a national exam done at the age of 18 that goes well beyond what students normally do in their first year of university in the US).  However, he attends a special school where most of the students are obviously more challenged than he.  What kind of education should be provided for a boy like Christopher?  In the US, many have fought hard for mainstreaming.  Investigate a little further and then write either a paper in which you explore the issue of mainstreaming or you discuss what kind of education is appropriate for a boy like Christopher.

4. Charlotte Moore (who has written her own book about autistic family life) in her review of the novel said this: 

“There is, of course, a great novelistic tradition of children as observers of the darker side of adult behaviour - What Maisie Knew, To Kill a Mockingbird. But The Curious Incident is no out-of-Eden fable. The pathos of Christopher's condition is that he can never understand the havoc his very existence has wreaked in the lives of those around him, however many facts he uncovers. I don't want to give the story away, but the scene in which he reads his mother's letters is one of the most affecting things I've read in years.”  http://books.guardian.co.uk/bookerprize2003/story/0,,1021188,00.html
Although the novel focuses on Christopher, it deals brutally and frankly with the effect he has on his parents and their marriage and their struggles to deal with his behavioral problems.  In some ways, Siobhan seems more equipped to deal with him compared to his parents.  By exploring the problems Christopher’s parents have with him and the effect he has on them, argue that the novel gives readers insight into how problematic raising a child like Christopher is.
5. Christopher’s teacher Mr. Jeavons tells him that he likes math because it is safe in chapter 101 on page 61.  However, in that chapter, Christopher’s explanation of the Monty Hall problem suggests his love of math is more complex.  In a paper prove how important mathematics is to Christopher and speculate why.  Does this match your own experience?  Is it in keeping with his syndrome?
6. Mark Haddon, in an interview that appeared in The Observer  (http://books.guardian.co.uk/departments/childrenandteens/story/0,,1189538,00.html)

said this about the novel: “Another question I've been regularly asked over the past year is what models I had in mind when writing Curious Incident. Was it To Kill a Mockingbird? Was it Catcher in the Rye? In fact, the book most often in my mind was Pride and Prejudice. Jane Austen was writing about boring people with desperately limited lives. We forget this because we've seen too many of her books on screen. All we can think of is country houses, heritage frocks and Colin Firth's chest in a wet shirt. But if Austen were alive today, she'd be writing about chartered accountants in Welwyn Garden City. Her heroines were bound by iron rules about what they could do, where they could go and what they could say. Their futures depended on the single question of who they would marry. Was it going to be the baronet? Or were they going to fall for a cad in tight red trousers and be discarded in a boarding house in Bath? Yet Jane Austen writes about these humdrum lives with such empathy that they seem endlessly fascinating. And her first act of empathy is to write about them in the kind of book these woman would themselves read - the romantic novel. This was what I was trying to do in Curious Incident. To take a life that seemed horribly constrained, to write about it in the kind of book that the hero would read - a murder mystery - and hopefully show that if you viewed this life with sufficient imagination it would seem infinite.

Argue that despite his limitations, like his inability to understand metaphors, his detachment from other people, his inability to intuit feelings and lack of empathy for others, Christopher’s life does appear infinite by the end of the novel.  Note, you might include some counter arguments in this answer and refute those.
7. In both The Ninth Life of Louis Drax and The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time we have unusual narrators and very honest young narrators. In each novel, there is a gap between what the unaware but direct narrator knows (Christopher and Louis) and what the reader gleans. In your paper, argue that the two narrators work in similar ways to realistically portray how a child functions in an adult world.

8. Argue that Liz Jensen successfully diverts the reader with red herrings to delay the reader from realizing the truth of Louis’s accident; however, a careful reader will see that she gives hints to solve the mystery all the way through the novel.  
9. Argue that Jensen’s use of two narrators is a successful way to tell this particular pyschological mystery thriller and explain why   Remember, the novel is narrated by Louis and by Dr Dannachet. At this link Interview with Liz Jensen, (http://www.threemonkeysonline.com/article_liz_jensen_the_ninth_life_louis_drax.htm) Jensen says, “I would have loved to tell the whole story through Louis’ voice, but I couldn’t, so I brought in the doctor. It sharpened the pace, and I liked the tension between the mature, rather weak and self-deceiving man and the plain-speaking, emotionally brave child. I think that two narrative voices can give a good momentum: that’s what I was after.”   What is gained from having the two narrators retell events from their perspectives?
10. When reflecting on Natalie’s manipulation of men Detective Charvillefort says ‘Men want to think the best of women, especially if they’re attractive. Isn’t there some truth in that? That we attribute moral goodness to attractive people?’ ( 216). In your paper, argue that this is true in the novel by exploring how various characters react to Natalie, and then consider how true it is of society in general.  You may find support for this notion (that we trust attractive people more) by using Academic Search Premier.

11. Natalie appears to suffer from a form of Munchausen by Proxy Disorder, a factitious disorder.  This article, “On the importance of motivation in Munchausen by Proxy: the case of Kathy Bush” by Herbert Schreiera which is available through Elsevier Science Direct (through ASU libraries) doi:10.1016/S0145-2134(02)00329-0  talks about the disorder in detail.  This article gives a victim’s perspective: My Mother Caused My Illness: The Story Of A Survivor Of Munchausen By Proxy Syndrome  by Mark Bryk and Patricia Siegel,  in the journal Pediatrics, 00314005, July 1997, Vol. 100, Issue 1and is available through Academic Search Premier http://search.ebscohost.com.ezproxy1.lib.asu.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=9707174607&site=ehost-live
Using these two articles and others in addition if you wish, define the disorder and argue that Jensen creates a believable and convincing depiction of the disorder.

12. Although this novel deals with dark themes and grim situations, Dr Dannachet optimistically thinks positively after all that has occurred: “I still tend towards optimism, still believe just as firmly in the power of hope” (Jensen 222).  Argue that this is an optimistic novel and use the text to support your claim.

Heuristics for Assignment One

These invention activities will help you generate your paper

1. Due beginning of class Mon March 6th. Explain which novel you are drawn to write about and why.  Then select one of the assignment prompts.   Put the prompt into your own words (paraphrase what it is asking you to argue) and explain why you want to use that prompt to develop your paper. Then write out a preliminary thesis which you will find in each prompt.
2. Due at the end of class on March 6th: Write out your thesis which you will find in each prompt and then develop a series of reasons that you will support your thesis.  

3. Due beginning of class Wed March 8th: Now write print out your thesis and reasons that will support your thesis.  You need four or five reasons.  Don’t worry about the order right now.  After you create each claim, explain which passage from the novel/articles/film will help you prove this and find a relevant quote.  When you have finished, number your reasons in the order you want to develop them
Thesis:

	Reason/Claim
	Evidence: Passage/Incident
	Quote

	
	
	


4. Classwork on Wed March 21: Write a first draft of your introduction that ends with your thesis.  Your task here is to move from the larger issue to your focused thesis.  For example, were I looking at the question on the importance of popular culture I could begin with my own experience (in the form of an anecdote) that illustrates this idea.  Alternatively, I might begin with general comments about how we usually disparage popular culture and in general many of us think it consumes too much of our time and energy.  Then, when you have a working introduction, use heuristic 3 to help you develop a series of topic sentences.  As you develop your topic sentences, try to include transitional devices (such as however, or in addition, or furthermore and so on) to help you link one paragraph to the one that went before.  Remember, transitional devices go at the beginning of new paragraphs and not at the end.

