Duerden 218 spring 07

English 218 Spring 07
Assignment Three
Heuristic 1 Due: Wed April 11
Heuristics 2 Due: End of class on Wed April 11 
Heuristic 3 Due: Beginning of class Fri Apr 13
Heuristic 4 Due: End of class Fri Apr 13
Draft Due for Peer Review: Wed Apr 18
Polished Draft Due: Fri Apr 20; Also submit a copy to my safe assignment and print report
For this assignment, I’d like you to write on either Never Let Me Go or Oryx and Crake.  Note that Heuristic one asks you to discuss what you want to write about and then come up with a preliminary thesis.
1. In  Oryx and Crake, Margaret Atwood shows what can happen when big corporations and scientists  are no longer governed by ethics and morals.  Argue that this is a cautionary tale designed to inform and warn readers.
2. By examining the websites Jimmy and Crake explore in the novel and the video games they play argue that Atwood uses speculative fiction to voice her concerns about contemporary culture: specifically the mainstreaming of violence and pornography into mass culture.

3. Atwood’s depiction of this future society is an interesting projection of our current society today.  Although we don’t yet have Crakers and rakunks, a number of things that she describes already exist today.  By examining the current state of scientific developments such as genetic manipulation, gene splicing, xenotransplantation, transgenic animals by using Academic Search Premier argue that Atwood’s speculative fiction is not so far fetched as it first may seem.
4. Argue that although the world of Jimmy’s youth at first appears very different from our own world, there are some surprising parallels.  To do this you might consider the technology and science we employ to stay young, the selling of health, gated communities like this: http://www.celebrationfl.com/, video games, the Internet, what is shown on TV and so on.

5. Look for a definition of dystopic literature (not on Wikipedia please).  Summarize the definition in your own words.  Then argue that Oryx and Crake is a good example of this genre of writing by showing what features of this type of fiction Atwood incorporates.  What vision of the future is she painting?  How realistic do you find this?
6. The game “Extinctathon” emerges as a key component in the novel. Jimmy and Crake also play “Barbarian Stomp” and “Blood and Roses.”  Comparable video games exist today.  What are those games.  What is your opinion of such games and those who play them.  Are they a sign of a desensitized society or merely harmless fun?
7. In the novel Atwood describes a world where science is important and the arts are not valued except as a way to sell things.  Nevertheless, the names of things seem very important.  Examine the names of various things you found intriguing in the novel and explain why they are so effective and if you like, compare to product names today.

8. Focus specifically on the idea of gene splicing and genetic manipulation.  Do further research using Academic Search Premier.  Is Atwood’s depiction of how meddling with nature results in more problems accurate given what we have done in the past?

9. Crake’s destruction of humanity can be traced back to his formative years.  What do you find in his childhood and in his time at university that hints at his plans for humanity?

10. Crake engineers the Crakers to be perfect according to his mindset, and yet he has not been able to eliminate all of the weaknesses he found in humanity.  Consider the various ways he has engineered the Crakers to survive in this post-apocalyptic world and the fact that they create their own genesis story.  
11. Many readers find Ishiguro’s portrayal of childhood and adolescence extremely accurate in his novel Never Let Me Go.  What you think makes it accurate.  What particular behaviors in the children do you find believable or realistic?  Does the accuracy of his depictions of childhood make the fate of the clones even more chilling?
12. Scientific advancements can be seemingly irresistible because they promise technological solutions to our problems rather than changing our behavior.  But as Ishiguro’s novel suggests, such technological advances come with a cost to our humanity.  Explore this idea in terms of either Oryx and Crake or Never Let Me Go
13. A number of readers have expressed dismay and surprise that the clones never try to escape their ultimate fate.  Ironically, the clones love the film The Great Escape and the moment when the American tries to jump the barbed wire on his bike even though it is futile (99), but they never apply this idea of escape to their own lives.  The most they hope for is a deferment, but there is no question of escape and the rest of the society seems willing to allow this horrible use of people to continue. While we may wish they would try to escape, Ishiguro make clear why the clones can never escape their fate.  Explore exactly how they are trained to accept their fate by looking at their lives at the school and then their lives at the cottages and as carers.  
14. Certainly there have been other works like the film The Island that explore the issue of human cloning.  In your paper, compare the novel to another text that deals with human cloning.  Note that you will want to develop a thesis that says more than the fact that the two texts are similar or are different.  Is one more effective, more realistic, or better at conveying the horror of such a system, for example?

15. Ishiguro has said that the boarding school is “a kind of metaphor for all childhood.” He believes that during childhood, children learn the surface of information without being able to digest it; they know and yet don’t know. In your paper, explore how this idea applies to the clones
16. Examine the Guardians and their role.  You might look carefully at how Miss Emily and Madame justify Hailsham and the way the children were reared.  People ignore the more unpleasant aspects of their culture, in order to live a comfortable life; and that this is not right, because there are some things that should not be done, no matter what the benefits are. Argue that in this novel, Ishiguro through lives of the clones proves that the end does not justify the means.  Can you find a parallel in our society where we justify abhorrent practices with similar arguments?
17. Ishiguro chooses to use a first-person narration in this novel.  Kathy, however, is a child and her viewpoint is limited by her age when she has these experiences and the fact that even as an adult, she does not question her fate.  Her narrative is told retrospectively, and she returns to key moments several times, each time adding more information as she herself becomes older.  Explore the narrative method in your paper.  What does it contribute to the novel?
· Give your essay a title (don’t use a title page). Do not underline this. Use one-inch margins and 11 or 12-point font.  Put your name and my name on each page in the top right-hand corner using the header command.  Number pages and put in the bottom right hand corner.  When you submit your final paper, also submit your draft, peer review sheet, and heuristics in a manila folder.  Submit an electronic copy to my safe assignment and put the report you generate in your folder
Heuristics

1. Explain which novel you are drawn to write about and why.  Then briefly describe what aspect of the novel you hope to explore and write out a preliminary thesis.  

2. Write out your thesis and below that, list the reasons (or claims) that will support your thesis.  You may want to do this in a chart.
Thesis:

Reason One:

Reason Two:

Reason Three:

Reason Four:

Reason Five:

3. Now that you have created your reasons, explain which passage from the novel/articles/film will help you prove this and find a relevant quote.  When you have finished, number your reasons in the order you want to develop them

Thesis:

	Reason/Claim
	Evidence: Passage/Incident
	Quote

	
	
	


4. Classwork on Friday: Write a first draft of your introduction that ends with your thesis.  Your task here is to move from the larger issue to your focused thesis.  Then, when you have a working introduction, use heuristic 3 to help you develop a series of topic sentences.  As you develop your topic sentences, try to include transitional devices (such as however, or in addition, or furthermore and so on) to help you link one paragraph to the one that went before.  Remember, transitional devices go at the beginning of new paragraphs and not at the end.  Print this out and hand it in at the end of class.
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