Assignment Two: The “Trend” Article
Draft Due: Wed Oct 3
Polished Draft Due: Wed Oct 10
In this second article for the class, I would like you to write a “Trend” article.  As the name implies, this is an article in which you examine a new trend in society.  A trend article logically, discusses a current or burgeoning trend that has the potential to affect either the public or a specified field.  It’s generally more informational and less opinionated than an Op-Ed piece. Remember, trends aren't just for fashion! Whenever a trend sweeps a certain profession, you'll suddenly see dozens of articles covering the topic. From the latest hairstyle to the latest tax shelter, people want to know all about these trends – what they are, how popular or widespread they are and with whom, their origins, their benefits, and their drawbacks.  
Sometimes you may notice a trend yourself, but other times judicial searching in magazines, websites for news programs, and reading newspapers for results of surveys or studies  may spark an idea for a trend article.  For example, "Armadillos Now Deemed America's Favorite Pet," and "More 20-Somethings Finding Love Online" are survey articles that could become trend articles.
Trend articles can look at interesting, exciting, new trends.  But equally they may examine negative, disturbing or dangerous trends.  They may affect society as a whole, or only a particular group in society.  
Lead & Title: Leads (opening paragraphs). These can begin with a descriptive paragraph about the trend, a quote from an authority, or may directly address the reader.  However you begin, you want to draw the readers into your article: What is this trend?  Why should they care?  How does it relate to them?
Sources: You do need some sources to make yourself sound credible.  So you will want to conduct some research (library research using Ebsco and LexisNexis, websurfing of current news sites and news-related programs,  quotes from an expert in the field, quotes from the trendsetters themselves ).  Remember, you have to offer evidence that this trend truly exists.  So I expect to see at least three source used in your article to make it sound credible, and unlike academic writing, you need to introduce early in your article at least once source that establishes that the trend exists
Body: Length should be between 600 and 1000 words (that is 2-4 double spaced typed pages).  You need to describe the trend in concrete terms and give examples and evidence to prove the trend really does exist.  You need to show how widespread the trend is.  Discuss its orgins or what lead to this.  Then consider benefits and negative aspects of this trend.
Conclusion: Here you can offer advice to the reader, speculate on the future of this trend or what might develop next or consider what new areas could be affected by this trend.
Heuristics for Assignment Two
1. Generating Ideas due Wed Sep 26
· List three trends related to college students you are aware of (think of fashion, health, entertainment, dating, relationships, classes, professors, working, careers, ethics, behavior, technology etc.)
· Consider domestic trends and list 3 trends you have seen emerge over the last year (consider trends related to homes, decorating, child-rearing, food, cooking, nutrition, health, recreation, vacations, entertainment, etc.)
· List 3 societal trends you find disturbing or alarming (consider trends related to technology, behavior, economics, health, entertainment, recreation, food, shopping, etc)

· Go onto the websites for MSNBC, CNN, NPR, 60Minutes, the BBC (http://www.bbc.co.uk) and look for interesting stories that point to a trend.  List 2.

2. Researching and Main Ideas
Annotated Bibliography due Friday Sep 28 by Midnight
Remember, you have to establish that this trend is occurring, so you need evidence to prove that.  Evidence can come from articles, experts, your own observations, participants in the trend and so on.  First conduct some library research using Academic Search Premier and LexisNexis.  You might try using “Trend” or “New Trends” as part of your key words.  
Then  list what other kinds of evidence you could use and search the Internet for that.
Write up an annotated bibliography of 4 sources you can use in this article.  Use MLA documentation to list the article and then follow that with a short description of the article and explain how you will be able to use it in your article.

3. Listing Main Ideas and Drafting the Lead due Friday Sep 28 by Midnight
Write a list of main points you need to address in your article.  Then write two possible opening paragraphs for your article.  In one, address the reader, and in the other, use an observation, an anecdote (little story) to open or description to open.  Which seems to be more appropriate and why?

Submitting the Polished Draft

· Your work should be typed, double-spaced with one inch margins and a readable font in 11 or 12 point.  Your name should appear in the top right-hand corner along with the page number on each page.  Do not staple pages.

· Submit an electronic copy to “safeassignment” on Blackboard and print a copy of the report it generates by clicking on “SA Report.”
· Submit your work in a manila folder 81/2 X 11

· Include all peer reviews
· Include copies of print sources you used
· Include your reflection on your writing (which we will write in class)
