Duerden English 494 Fall 07

Assignment Four: The Magazine Narrative
Draft due: Mon Dec 3
Polished Draft due along with Final: Friday Dec 11 in my office LL 210A between 8:30 and 11:00
In this assignment, you will write a narrative, that is a non-fiction story in which you focus on a group of people or a place in order to highlight a social, political, or cultural issue.  It will make use of observation, experience, interviews, and research.  Your subject may develop from assignment three, your profile of a personality, but you may, if you wish, do something different.  That is more work of course.  Look at the narrative in Uncover about the Goths.  This is the kind of narrative you may develop from assignment three.  It could easily develop from an individual profile to focus on a group of people and in so doing, explores a cultural phenomenon.  Does the subject of your profile lend itself to a wider exploration of a group and a wider exploration of an issue?  If so, you may wish to pursue that.  
Alternatively, you may wish to focus on a particular place associated with that individual and write a narrative that uses the particular place to further explore a social, political, or cultural issue.  For this, consider local places you are familiar with.  If you know the owners of a coffee bar, you could focus on that place as your starting point, perhaps using a narrative to explore its history and its future.  Alternatively, you could use this as a starting point to explore a wider issue—the hospitality industry or the role of the barista.  Look at “Why Should I Be Nice to You” on Blackboard for an example.  Of course, such a starting place might lead you to explore the issue of immigrant workers since they play a huge role in the hospitality industry.  Alternatively, such a starting place might lead you to explore the issue of college students and part-time work, since so many college students work in such places.  In turn, this could lead to an exploration of the issue of paying for college.  If you look at “How Do I Love Thee?” you will see how the writer uses her experiences of eHarmony and her interview with its founder to develop a narrative article about internet dating sites and the science of attraction.
Basic Features of the Magazine Narrative
· Purpose: to explore an issue

· Audience: targeted for  a specific magazine and audience who will be interested

· Employs primary research: observation, interviews, and personal experience

· Employs secondary research: articles about the subject, the issue, the background that can include academic studies
· Unlike the traditional profile that is like a snap shot, this may employ a longer historical perspective

· Uses elements of story telling: climax, tension, description, dialogue, figurative language

· Uses style appropriately (consider subject, audience, and publication venue)
· Lead or opening paragraph must grab the reader

· Early on indicate the main idea of the story, perhaps through a “nut graph” or short paragraph that indicates the issue the story will address

· Conclusion: Always completely tell the story—have depth. Story should end with a strong quote that draws the story to a satisfying conclusion.   Allow a primary source quotation to bring the feature to closure.
· Length: 
Secondary Sources

As you map out your ideas, you should make notes as to what areas or aspects need outside information.  Think broadly.  If you were doing an article about baristas in a local coffee shop, you might want to search for information about chain coffee bars like Starbucks.  Not only would you want to use Academic Search Premier and LexisNexis, but you might want to visit the homepage of Starbucks to see what they say about themselves.  
Heuristics for Assignment Four
1. Generating topics.  As you generate ideas, consider what you like to read about and which magazines you read on a regular basis (both print and online).  It would be helpful if you can find a sample article from a magazine that you could emulate before you begin assignment 4.
· List two cultural, political, or social issues that are related to the person you interviewed for your profile.  Which of these might be interesting to explore and why?  What audience (age group, locale, income) would find this subject interesting?

Or

· Describe choose a place related to the personality profile or a place with which you are intimately familiar and that you frequent on a regular basis (in real life or virtual life perhaps).  What group of people is associated with that place and what issue might you explore?  What is the story behind that place (its history perhaps) and what issue might you explore? What audience (age group, locale, income) would find this subject interesting?

Or

· Describe a cultural, social, or political issue with which you have already have concrete personal experience.  In addition to your own experience, who else might you easily interview to add detail to your article given the time constraints you are under?  What audience (age group, locale, income) would find this subject interesting?

Or

· Find a research study from the academic world on a subject that interests you that you could rewrite for a non academic targeted audience and that you could easily flesh out with observations and interviews to make this a narrative story.  This might develop from something in your classes such as a communications theory class or a science class.  A number of studies have been done on gender difference and the brain, or on cell phone use and gender or email and gender for example.  Only choose this option if you already have the research study in your hands and you really understand the research and terminology explained and you have access to people you can interview immediately. What audience (age group, locale, income) would find this subject interesting?

2. Primary & Secondary Research
Part A: To complete your story, you must consider realistically what additional primary research you need to conduct (observation and interviews) and how and when you can do this.  List what you need to do and when you can do this.  
Part B: Now consider what secondary research (existing articles and even academic studies) you need and use the ASU databases to find relevant articles

The most useful I have found include:
Academic Search Premier

LexisNexis

Science Direct

Web of Science PsycInfo
Education Full Text

Social Sciences Full Text

CQ Library

Click on “Find Articles” on the library homepage and then use the pull down menu on “Broad Subject Areas” to find specialized databases in which you might search.

Create a bibliography of secondary sources that will be useful to your article.  Combine Part A and B for heuristic 2.
3. Map out the Story & Where to Submit
Having chosen your subject for the narrative and conducted some preliminary primary and secondary research, you should be ready to map out the outline of your story.  Before you do, you need to consider what venue would be a suitable place for your article.  Look through A Writer’s Market, which I will bring to class, for a specialized magazine.  Go to Borders after class and look at magazines and buy a copy.  Alternatively, look up these magazine titles on the Internet.  Then see if you can find an article in that magazine that would work as a model and print or Xerox it.
Answer the following for heuristic 3:
How does your sample open:  How might you open so you grab your reader’s attention?

What is the larger issue addressed in your sample?  What larger issue do you want to address through this narrative?  

What is the climax in your sample?  What climax you want to reach in this article?  

What narrative path is used in the sample (map out the story)? What narrative path are you going to create?
How does your sample close?  How do you need to close your article?

What stylistic features in your sample do you wish to emulate?

Submitting the Polished Draft

· Your work should be typed, double-spaced with one inch margins and a readable font in 11 or 12 point.  Your name should appear in the top right-hand corner along with the page number on each page.  Do not staple pages.

· Make sure your work has a catchy title

· Submit an electronic copy to “safeassignment” on Blackboard and print a copy of the report it generates by clicking on “SA Report.”
· Submit your work in a manila folder 81/2 X 11

· Include all peer reviews
· Include a works cited page using MLA documentation

· Include your final (query letter and magazine rationale)
· Include your sample article
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