Duerden fall 07


Dr Sarah Duerden

English 494 Magazine Writing

Line #  77090 

MW 11:40-12:30 Coor L1- 72 and Friday Online
Office: LL 210 A

Phone: 727 6097

Email: Sarah.Duerden@asu.edu
Office Hrs: M & W 1:15-3:15 & Fri 8:30-9:30 and by appointment
Website: http://www.public.asu.edu/~atsjd   
Course Description

This course is designed to introduce you to magazine feature writing by building on what you have learned about rhetoric so far and applying that to magazine feature writing which depends on a firm foundation of rhetorical concerns including purpose, audience, situation, style, arrangement, delivery, and content as well as ethical, logical, and emotional appeals.  Feature articles are articles that go beyond a single time-oriented event, that have storytelling elements such as action, drama and movement, that involve multiple sources and viewpoints, and that involve the writer's own presence in the telling.  Feature writing may include profiles and narratives, how-to and service articles, informative and trend articles.  
Course Goals
The course will focus on preparation and production of feature writing for magazines. Specifically, course objectives are as follows:

· to improve non-fiction prose writing

· to develop awareness of audience, especially “lay” audiences

· to develop appropriate topics for such audiences

· to move away from academic writing & those stylistic choices

· to move toward interesting & elegant prose suitable for non-academic venues

· to practice the processes most effective for writing this type of discourse

· to identify a topic field/fields based on your knowledge, ability, and interest

One of the most difficult tasks for you will be to work on making your work interesting, a quality usually not emphasized in “traditional” writing courses.  It won’t be enough to create a logical argument.  

Note

This course makes the following assumptions:

· You know how to create logical argument and can set up claims with proof

· You have experience researching topics (online AND using library resources) 

· You can apply MLA or APA format (documenting, quoting, bibliography)

· You are comfortable with a pedagogically sound class that does not depend on lecture.

Required Texts

· Hamilton, Nancy.  Uncovering the Secrets of Magazine Writing. Boston: Pearson, 2005.

· Friedlander, Edward Jay & John Lee.  Feature Writing for Newspapers and Magazines.  5th Edition.  Boston: Pearson, 2005.  
· Additional Readings available on Blackboard

· MLA or APA handbook. 
Course Requirements: Assignments

Polished Writing 75%
· How-To Article







15%

· Trend Article








15%

· Profile of Person based on personal interview 



20%



· Narrative 








20%
· Final 









 5%
Process Work 25%

· Interview Questions & Notes



5%





· Journal 
· Reading Responses



10%
· Heuristics




 5%

· Reflections




  5%
Journal (25%)

Professional writers keep a writer’s journal in which they collect ideas for stories, articles that are interesting, drafts of articles and so on.  To help you develop good habits as a writer, and to reward you as a writer, you will see that one third of your grade comes from the process work that you do for me.  First, good writers are people who read and think about what they are reading and how it has been written.  To encourage this, you will write several reading responses that will form part of your journal.  These responses will be ONLY one page long and will follow the format and content guidelines described later.  I also want to reward you for your process work for each assignment.  Therefore, for each assignment you will complete invention activities called “heuristics” designed to help you write your articles.  In addition to reading responses and heuristics, your journal will also include reflections on writing each article which we will do in class on the day the polished draft is due.  Reading Responses, Heuristics, and Reflections should be typed and will be collected and graded for completeness on a 4.0 scale
The How-To (15%)

The How- To article is one of the most dominant in magazine feature writing.  It gives instructions for how to do or be something or how to do it better and is based on solid outside research.

The Trend Article (15%)

Based on solid research, perhaps including surveys and questionnaires, this article focuses on a particular trend, new trend, disturbing or alarming or unexpected trend.

Profile (20%)

For this assignment, you will write a profile of someone (who perhaps does an unusual job or someone who has had an interesting experience or has struggled against hardship or offers us insight into a particular community etc.)  This assignment will require a personal interview and outside research to contextualize the person you are profiling.
Interview Questions & Notes (5%)

To profile a person, you will need to interview someone in person, and as you will see, interviews require careful preparation.  Therefore, your interview questions and typed notes will be graded.  Make sure you think about this early in the semester and you schedule your interview as early as possible
Narrative (20%)

This story may develop from your profile.  Based on research and interviews, you will write a developed article on something or someone you believe readers will find interesting.  You may focus on someone’s particular experience and incorporate that into an article that looks the bigger picture (see chap 8 FW for article on ordinary people caught smuggling or the reading on blackboard about eHarmony for examples of how profiles can develop into articles).
Final (5%)

For the final for this course, you will choose one of your articles and write a query letter to a particular publication you think might publish your article.

Papers & Reading Responses: All drafts of papers and reading responses must be typed or computer printed and double-spaced.  Do not put work in columns or other newspaper/magazine formats: this is never the writer’s job.  Put your name, the course title, the date, and title of your work on the first page.  On the following pages, include the page number and your name. Use one-inch margins and a readable 11 or 12-point font and staple your paper.  For grading, submit in your paper in a manila folder with invention/heuristic work, copies of your research, drafts,  peer reviews and the report mysafeassignment generates.  Summaries and homework do not need to be submitted in a folder, but please make sure that you put your name on each page and that you staple pages.

Keeping all work: Keep all your writing for this course including in-class and out-of-class working notes, drafts, revisions, final drafts, reflections on your writing, and workshop responses.  When you revise a paper, save it under a different file name so that it’s clear to you that this is the next revision.  Keep several back-up versions of your work (USB, CDRW, Digital Drop Box, AFS space) because computers regularly become infected with a virus.  It could be disastrous for you grade wise if you cannot produce evidence of your work at semester’s end.

Grading System

During the semester plus minus grades will be assigned to papers; however, final course grades will use the whole grade system of A, B, C, D, E

Individual Paper Grades

	A = 4.0
	A- = 3.67
	B+ = 3.33
	B = 3.0
	B- = 2.67
	C+ = 2.33

	C = 2.0
	C- = 1.67
	D+ =1.33
	D = 1.0
	D- = .7
	E =. 3


Final Course Grades
	A = 3.5-4.0
	B = 2.7-3.49
	C = 1.7-2.69
	D = .7-1.69
	E = 0.0-0.69


Guidelines for Reading Responses

One of the best ways to improve your own writing is to study carefully the writing of others especially in a writing course.  I will ask that you submit a reading response to various articles (some in your textbook and some on blackboard).  Each reading response should be typed and limited to one page.  A reading response comprises two parts.  
In the first part I ask that you summarize the reading in your own words.  This summary should be formal, succinct, complete, and thorough.  You should be objective and accurate and you should not put your ideas and opinions in the summary section.  Always open your summary by identifying the author and the title of the work you are summarizing in your first sentence.  For example, In “Death of a Playmate” Theresa Carpenter writes about the shocking death of Dorothy Stratten, a Playboy favorite.”  Follow this with a brief objective summary of the article that clearly shows you have read the article carefully.  
In the second part of your journal I would like you discuss and evaluate the article, commenting  on how the author uses specific rhetorical appeals (ethos, pathos, and logos) and why these are suitable for the audience and venue.  Also pay attention to stylistic features, such as language, imagery, and overall style.  Think about what you can learn from each reading in terms of magazine feature writing.
Plagiarism

Plagiarism defeats the purpose of the course.  Do not copy others’ work, whether in whole or in part.  To plagiarize is to present as your own any work that is not completely and exclusively your own, and it violates the University policy on Academic Integrity: “Each student has an obligation to act with honesty and integrity, and to respect the rights of others in carrying out all academic assignments.”  If you are caught plagiarizing, you may fail the assignment, fail the course, or you may be dismissed from the university.  It is the University’s policy to severely penalize plagiarism of all, or a portion, of any assignment.   For a complete definition of plagiarism and explanation of the university policies, please see the following:

http://www.asu.edu/clas/english/writingprograms/teacherresources/wpguide/questions.htm#11policy
To avoid this, I will ask that in addition to a paper copy of each article that you submit, you will also upload an electronic copy to “my safe assignment” before class on the day the assignment is due and print a copy of the report it generates to show that you have not plagiarized.
Course Requirements: Attendance & Participation

Because so much of your learning will take place in class, you must attend and participate on a regular basis to receive credit for this course.  If you miss more than 6 class meetings, you cannot pass this course regardless of the reason for your absence.  This includes university-sanctioned activities and illnesses.  “Attendance means being present, on time, and prepared for the entire class period.  A student who is chronically late to class, leaves early, or is not prepared to participate in the day’s work will not receive attendance and participation credit.”  I expect you to attend all class meetings and miss class only in rare and unavoidable circumstances.  Should you arrive for class after I have called the roll, it is your responsibility to ensure that I correct the roll at the end of that class.  Repeated tardiness will result in your being marked as absent.  

For the Friday online days, you must post your assignment by Midnight on Friday so I can review your work before our next class. Note that if you fail to post an acceptable assignment to Blackboard before Midnight on Friday, you will be counted as absent for that day.  While technical problems do occur either at home or from an on-campus connection, they are usually not valid reasons for failing to fulfill the requirements for attendance on that day.  You are responsible for allocating enough time to complete online assignments, and you should allow for the possibility of technical "glitches."  Thus you should allow enough time to try again later or to travel to a campus computer lab or alternative place to complete the assignment and therefore avoid an absence for the day.  Exceptions may be made by the instructor in the event of widespread computer viruses or some other large-scale event affecting ASU's computer network, but exceptions will not be made for routine computer problems. 

If I need to cancel class, I will try to post an announcement on Blackboard and send you an email.  I will also try to have one of my colleagues post a sign on the door of the classroom.  If after 15 minutes I am not present, and I have been unable to post an announcement or sign, you may assume that class is cancelled.  Always wait 15 minutes if there are no signs, announcements, or emails.

Classroom Protocol: We will spend much of our class time in discussions and workshops. Regardless of the class format, you are expected to be prepared, to listen, to contribute, and to participate in an appropriate fashion.  Lids on the laptops should be down during class discussion, small group work, and announcements unless otherwise directed.

Cell phones: These should be silent during class and left in your bag.  Please note that my own cell phone is very basic; so don’t tempt me with your own.  Likewise, I don’t have an IPOD so keep that in your bag and not on the desk in class.

Peer Review

Peer Review only works if you have a draft that someone else can review.  I will assign peer review groups and you should bring a printed copy of your article with you.  Make sure that you print your paper before class.  Too often students email themselves a copy and hope to print in the classroom.  Unfortunately, email is a very poor way of accessing your draft since programs often scramble drafts and student machines in the classroom cannot read drafts written in WordPerfect or Microsoft Works.  If you must try and print in the classroom, make sure your draft is saved in Word or RTF and make sure that you upload it to the Digital Drop Box on Blackboard and you upload copy to your AFS space or you have a copy saved to a USB stick (no floppy drives in here).  Your drafts should be printed before class, so make sure that you arrive early.  Failing to come with a completed draft will affect your polished paper grade.  Your polished paper grade will be reduced by ½ grade for each peer review you miss or are unprepared for.  Please note that even if your draft is incomplete, it is better to attend the peer review class rather than miss class since missing too many classes could result in your failing the class.  

Late Paper Policy

I do not accept late assignments.  If you are sick on the day an assignment is due, you should upload your paper before class to the Digital Drop Box on Blackboard and then send me an email telling me you have done this.  Make sure that your paper is saved in Word or RTF (if you use Word Perfect or Microsoft Works).  Alternatively, you can have a friend bring your paper to me in office hours that day or you can bring official documentation (such as a complete doctor’s note—a copy of your prescription is not enough) when you return.  If this is an extended absence, you should phone or email me as soon as possible to discuss your return and submission of work.  In-class writing such as reflections may not be made up. That means if you miss class on the day an assignment is due, you will miss the in class reflection and earn a “0” for your reflection on your paper.  Likewise, I do not accept late journals or heuristics.

Note that to pass this class, you must submit all assignments.  If a paper is late, you must still submit it even though it will earn an E grade.

Revision Policy

Since this class will involve multiple drafts and peer review, graded papers may not be revised for a higher grade.

The Public Nature of Class Writing and Discussion

This class relies not only on writing but on discussion as well.  Part of becoming a good writer is learning to appreciate the ideas and criticisms of others, and in this course our purpose is to come together as a community of writers.  Remember that you will often be expected to share your writing with others.  Avoid writing about things that you may not be prepared to subject to public scrutiny or that you feel so strongly about that you are unwilling to listen to perspectives other than your own.  This does not mean that you are not entitled to an opinion but that you adopt positions responsibly, contemplating the effects on others, that you take responsibility for your words and for engagement with the words of others.  Be aware that our class will be composed of diverse members; it is your responsibility to use appropriate language in class and in writing and to respect the opinions and cultures of others, per university guidelines outlined in the Student Code of Conduct.  

Also note that some course content may be sensitive in nature

Problem Solving

Since each writer’s needs are unique, this course will provide lots of individual attention and feedback from me.  Please please bring your drafts to me in office hours with specific questions you would like to address.  I won’t proofread and edit your draft, but I will discuss specific problems you want to solve so do come and see me.  I also encourage you to seek reactions to your ideas and drafts from people outside this class.  Likewise, do come and see me during office hours, email me, or make an appointment if you wish to discuss issues connected with this class and/or your performance. Please discuss concerns with me while we still have options. I tend to be generous with students who take the initiative to consult with me about concerns while they are still “situations” and “not yet crises,” and less generous with those who permit things to slide until a crisis is unavoidable.  Even if you have no problems, do try and visit me in office hours or set up an appointment with me at least twice during the semester to discuss the class and your progress.  If anything arises about which you want an opinion other than mine, please contact the Director of the Writing Programs, LLB 314, 965 3168.

Remember: You are responsible for all University, Departmental, and Writing Programs policies, whether you have read them or not.

Standard Writing Programs Policies

Authors: Dr Greg Glau & Dr Chitra Duttagupta

(to be included in all syllabi)

1. Policy on class attendance 
Because writing classes are performance courses that depend upon student attendance for both the class and the student’s success, this policy is non-negotiable.  All absences count equally, irrespective of the cause and students who exceed the allowed number of absences cannot pass the course and will fail with a grade of “E.”
For Fall and Spring semesters, classes that meet three days a week (MWF, for example), the maximum number of allowed absences is six (6)

· Note: Students who participate in university-sanctioned activities and/or who will be unable to meet the attendance requirements for a particular section should move to another section where their activity schedules will not interfere with their classroom obligations (students can freely switch sections during the first week of the semester).  To accommodate students who participate in university-sanctioned activities, the Writing Programs Office offers sections of this course at various times of the day and week.  We have asked advisors across campus to help students enroll in appropriate sections.  If you think that this course may conflict with a university-sanctioned activity in which you are involved—athletics or the debate team or another—please see me immediately. 

2. Attendance: first week of classes 
According to university policy, students who are registered but do not attend any of the first week of classes may be dropped.

3. If I am absent 
If I need to cancel class because my car broke down, or if I am ill, etc., I will try to get someone to post a sign.  I also will try to email you all, before class.  However, if you come to class and I am not here by the time 15 minutes has elapsed (from when class is to start), please assume that class is cancelled.

4. Grading 
Grading for Writing Projects will follow English Department standards, which are based on content, organization, expression, and mechanics.  To compute final course grades, the following values are assigned to the standard letter grades of A through E:
	A+   4.3 (only used internally )
	A  4.0
	A- 3.7
	A 3.5
	B+ 3.3
	B  3.0

	B- 2.7
	C+  2.3
	C 2.0
	D  1.0
	E .3
	No paper =0


5. The public nature of class writing and discussions 
Please consider every piece of writing you do for this class to be "public property."  Part of becoming a good writer is learning to appreciate the ideas and criticisms of others, and in this course our purpose is to come together as a writing community.  Remember that you will often be expected to share your writing with others, so avoid writing about things that you may not be prepared to subject to public scrutiny, or things you feel so strongly about that you are unwilling to listen to perspectives other than your own.  This does not mean that you are not entitled to an opinion but that you adopt positions responsibly, contemplating the possible effect on others.  

6. Late Writing Projects 
I do not accept late assignments

7. All writing for this class must be written for this class 
To pass this class all major writing assignments must be completed, and note that all writing for this class must be written for this class.  Reusing a paper you wrote for another class, or back in high school, constitutes academic dishonesty.

8. Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is stealing.  Whenever you borrow a phrase, sentence, paragraph—or even an idea stated in your own words—from any outside source (news writing, magazine, TV show, book) without giving credit to that source, you have plagiarized.  Plagiarism is cheating yourself and someone else.  The consequences are severe, including failure for the assignment, probable failure for the course, disciplinary referral to the Dean, and possible expulsion from the University.  Academic integrity is expected of every individual in the University.  See Student Life Student Judicial Affairs:  http://www.asu.edu/studentaffairs/studentlife/judicial/index.htm .  For more information, see the Writing Programs Guide at http://www.asu.edu/english/writingprograms/teacherresources/wpguide/wpguide.htm.  If you have any questions about how to acknowledge someone else's words or ideas, see me.
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