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Dr. Sarah Duerden

494 Magazine Writing

Daily Syllabus 
This syllabus is dynamic and subject to change.  It is your responsibility to keep informed of any changes that are announced in class, even if you are absent.  

Abbreviations for Texts

· Hamilton, Nancy.  Uncovering the Secrets of Magazine Writing. Boston: Pearson, 2005. (U)
· Friedlander, Edward Jay & John Lee.  Feature Writing for Newspapers and Magazines.  5th Edition.  Boston: Pearson, 2005 (FW)
Daily Syllabus

( Note:  The Class Discussion column tells you what we will do in class on that day.  The Homework column tells what you must do for homework that night and so how to prepare for the next class period in terms of reading and writing and which text you will to bring to the next class period.
Week 1

	
	Class Discussion
	Homework

	M Aug 20
	Introduction to Course
	Buy texts.  Buy two magazines (one mainstream and one specialist magazine) and skim through.  Make a list of types of articles you find in each magazine and bring magazines and list to class.

	W Aug 22
	Discuss magazines & readership
	Read chap 1 “Magazines Under the Microscope” and chap 2 “The Family Tree” in U.  

	F Aug 24
online
	Due by Midnight
Use the analyzing content guide in chap 2 pp. 32-35 in U to write profile of each magazine, focusing on the content and readership.  This should be two pages only.  Post to Blackboard (journal 1)
	Read chap 5 “I Did It, So Can You” in U pp. 79-86 & 95-96 and chap 3 “The Magazine Article and Idea” pp. 65-78 in FW.



Week 2
	
	Class Discussion
	Homework

	M Aug 27
	Discuss reading
	Read Chap 9 “Step by Step” pp. 129-136 of U and assignment 1 sheet.

	W Aug 29
	Discuss reading
Examine examples of “How To” writing online.
	Read Chap 9 “Step by Step” pp. 136-142 of U.

	F Aug 31
	Due Midnight: Journal 2

Write reading response on “Get More Done in a Day” U pp. 136-139.
	Read assignment sheet and complete heuristic 1 Due Monday by midnight.


Week 3
	
	Class Discussion
	Homework

	M Sep 3
	Labor Day

Class Excused.  Due: Heuristic 1 on Blackboard

	Complete heuristic 2 

	W Sep 5
	In-class research for “How To” 
	Complete heuristic 2

	F Sep 7
	Due Midnight: Heuristic 2 & 3 
	Complete first draft of assignment 1


Week 4
	
	Class Discussion
	Homework

	M Sep 10
	Draft Due
Peer Revise

	Read U Chap 13 “Secrets that Sell” and also Chap 7 “Growing the Story.” 

	W Sep 12
	Discuss reading & work on drafts in class
	Read assignment 2 sheet.

	F Sep 14
	Due Midnight
Revision Plan (see instructions on Blackboard) 

	Revise your “How To” assignment. Polished Draft due Monday.  Submit your work in a manila folder along with your heuristics, copies of your research material, and mysafeassignment report


Week 5
	
	Class Discussion
	Homework

	M Sep 17
	Due: Assignment One 
In class reflection & discuss assignment two
	Read “Interviewing pp. 139-166 in MW and chap 4 “Get Joe” pp. 58-78 in U

	W Sep 19
	Discuss reading on interviews and preliminary ideas for who you might interview
	Read assignment sheet for Profile (3).  Over the next week, think about someone you know you might interview in person for your profile.  Talk with me about your ideas.  I will ask for you firm ideas about who you have chosen on Mon Oct 1st

	F Sep 21
	Due Midnight: Journal 3
Read two “trend” articles on Blackboard.  Write reading response on one and post to Blackboard
	Find a trend article that deals with a topic or issue you find interesting and bring to class


Week 6
	
	Class Discussion
	Homework

	M Sep 24
	Discuss Trend articles and ideas for topics
	Write a list three possible trends you might explore for assignment two (Heuristic 1)

	W Sep 26
	Due: Heuristic 1

Discuss ideas & preliminary online research in class
	Heuristic 2: Annotated Bibliography of sources (see instructions on Blackboard)



	F Sep 28
	Due Midnight
Heuristic 2 & 3: 
	Begin draft


Week 7
	
	Class Discussion
	Homework

	M Oct 1
	Discuss ideas for interviewees and group work on angle for profile
	Finish draft for peer review Wed Oct 3

	W Oct 3
	Draft Due
Peer Revise
	Read U chap 12 “Moving Forward” and chap 14 “The Write Stuff”

	F Oct 5
	Due Midnight
Revision Plan (see instructions on Blackboard)
	Polish draft due on Wed Oct 10 & write rationale for interview due Monday Oct 8


Week 8
	
	Class Discussion
	Homework

	M Oct 8
	Due: Rationale for Interviewee
Approve interviewees & group work on angle for profile
	Polish assignment two due Wed Oct 10

	W Oct 10
	Due: Polished Draft of Assignment Two 
Reflection
	Schedule Interview (notes due Friday Oct 26).  Read FW “The Profile” pp. 232-234

	F Oct 12
	Due by Midnight
Journal 4 on Profile on Blackboard
	Read U chap 10 “From the Inside Out” pp. 144-159.


Week 9
	
	Class Discussion
	Homework

	M Oct 15
	Discuss readings
	Read FW “Interviewing” pp. 139-167

	W Oct 17
	Discuss reading
	

	F Oct 19
	Due Midnight:
Typed preliminary  list of questions you will ask
	Reading Response on “The Unconventional Wisdom” in U pp. 159-163.


Week 10
	
	Class Discussion
	Homework

	M Oct 22
	Due: Journal 5 
Discuss reading
	Then read FW 168-179 profiling Cybil Shepherd  and write reading response on this

	W Oct 24
	Due: Journal 6 
Discuss reading
	Type up notes from interview.  

	F Oct 26
	Deadline for Course Withdrawal in person

Due Midnight

Typed questions and answers from interview
	Read FW pp. 209-219 and write reading response on either “A Boy of Unusual Vision” or “All She Has.”

	S Oct 28
	Course Withdrawal online
	


Week 11
	
	Class Discussion
	Homework

	M Oct 29
	Due: Journal 7 
Discuss readings
	Heuristic 1 for assignment 3

	W Oct 31
	Due: Heuristic 1
In class research for assignment 3
	Finish heuristic 2

	F Nov 2
	Due Midnight:
Heuristic 2 
	Complete heuristic 3


Week 12
	
	Class Discussion
	Homework

	M Nov 5
	Due: Heuristic 3
Begin draft of profile (assignment 3)
	Complete draft for assignment 3

	W Nov 7
	Draft Due
Peer Revise
	Read assignment 4 (narrative) & read FW pp. 292-298 on useful writing devices

	F Nov 9
	Due Midnight:
Revision Plan (see Blackboard for instructions)
	Polish Profile due Wed Nov 14; Read assignment 4 sheet & “How Do I Love Thee” on Blackboard


Week 13
	
	Class Discussion
	Homework

	M Nov 12
	Veterans Day: Class Excused
	Read FW chap 8 “Marketing and Writing the Magazine Article”

	W Nov 14
	Due Polished Draft of Assignment 3
In class reflection & discuss assignment 4 & reading
	Read MW chap 11 “Moment of Truth” and  FW “A Boy of Unusual Vision” pp. 209-219.  

	F Nov 16
	Due Midnight: Journal 8
Reading response to “A Boy” or “Moment”
	Heuristic 1 for assignment 4  


Week 14
	
	Class Discussion
	Homework

	M Nov 19
	Due: Heuristic 1

Discuss ideas for assignment 4 & in class online research
	Read FW “Adam and Megan” pp. 232-248  and “Why Should I be Nice” on Blackboard. Write reading response on either one 

	W Nov 21
	Due: Journal 9

Discuss readings
	Complete heuristic 2

	F Nov 23
	Thanksgiving: Class Excused


	


Week 15

	
	Class Discussion
	Homework

	M Nov 26
	Due: Heuristic 2

Work on  heuristic 3 in class
	Finish heuristic 3

	W Nov 28
	Due: Heuristic 3
Work on draft in class
	Continue draft of assignment 4; Read FW pp. 261-265 on query letter

	F Nov 30
	Discuss final (query letter)
Work on draft in class
	Read FW 298-305 on common mistakes.  Finish draft for peer review Monday


Week 16
	
	Class Discussion
	Homework

	M Dec 3
	Draft Due
Peer Revise
	Polish Draft Due Friday Dec 7th by 11:00 am in my office  LL 210 A

	T Dec 4
	
	

	W Dec 5
	Reading Day
	


Final:. This is due Friday Dec 7th along with assignment 4 between 8:30 and 11:00
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