Dr Sarah Duerden

English 494 Review Writing
Line # 05705 MWF 9:40-10:30 Coor L1-72
Office: LL 210 A

Phone: 727 6097

Email: Sarah.Duerden@asu.edu
Class meets: MWF 9:40-10:30 Coor L1-72

Website: http://www.public.asu.edu/~atsjd
Office Hrs: M & W 1-3 and by appointment

Course Description

This course is designed to introduce you to professional review writing, a genre which approaches creative writing more closely than other professional writing genres but one which also relies on journalistic techniques. The course will be based upon a firm foundation of rhetorical concerns including purpose, audience, situation, style, arrangement, delivery, and content as well as ethical, logical, and emotional appeals.  We will read general theory of review writing as well as sample reviews from various venues.  For example, you might read film reviews from The Arizona Republic to discover their rhetorical means before writing a film review for The Arizona Republic as well as reviews from other newspapers as a point of comparison.  

This course will investigate the following areas:

Venues: Reviews appear most commonly in newspapers and magazines, but also on television and radio and increasingly on web sites.  A change in venue causes a change in all other rhetorical considerations.

Genres: The most common reviews are film and book reviews.  However, reviews also address the areas of art, architecture, restaurants, resorts and hotels, television, theater, dance, music, radio, television, photography, and sculpture.  You will focus on the primary areas but will be encouraged to explore additional areas and especially to specialize in one particular area by the end of the semester.  

Research: You will learn fundamental methods of research regarding review writing.  Research for reviews goes beyond sitting through one showing of a film, for example; and students will practice more thorough approaches to researching their topics.

Professionalism:  You will become familiar with the professional concerns of review writers, including ethics and employment resources.  You will research and develop an awareness of how to tailor your work to particular publications. 

Style: You will study techniques of style, including ways of changing their own styles depending on genre, venue, and audience.

Overview: You will leave this course with a portfolio of four reviews, each targeted toward a particular publication.  You will develop a specialty area of review writing and compile a notebook and critical analysis of 5 “best” reviews in your chosen area.  The course will use active learning techniques, including peer review, small-group discussion and research, and in class writing and electronic research since we are in a computer mediated classroom.  

Required Texts

· Tichener, Campbell B.  Reviewing the Arts.  3rd Ed.  Mahwah, NewJersey: Erlbaum, 2005

· Myers, B. R. A Reader’s Manifesto.  Hoboken, NJ: Melville House, 2002.

· Williams, Joeseph M.  Style: The Basics of Clarity and Grace.  New York: Pearson, 2006

· Additional Readings available on Blackboard

Course Requirements: Assignments

· Review 1:  A review of a current film 






15%

· Review 2:  A review of a current book





15%

· Review 3:  A review of a restaurant 






15%

· Review 4: Specialty review







15%

· Critical analysis of reviews







15%

· Journal (includes summaries of readings, heuristics, and in class writing)

15%

· Attendance & Participation







10%

You will write four reviews throughout the semester.   All reviews must focus on contemporary work, i.e., films and books from the last two years.  Each assignment will be targeted toward a particular audience and publication.  The length of each assignment will mirror the length of such a review in the targeted publication.  In an anomalous case, such as restaurant reviews for a web site, the individual may have to write numerous short reviews.

Please note: ASU offers many exciting exhibits and performances.  Please check the various sources for these activities, which will be more easily available and cheaper than “at-large” Phoenix or Scottsdale activities.  You may also incorporate any activities in other cities if you are already planning on travel.   Also, note that restaurant reviewers do not always review the fanciest, most expensive restaurants.  You could easily dine at an In-and-Out Burger and write a lively, interesting review for the “right” audience.  Please keep costs down!

Journal (15%)

Your Journal comprises in class writing, heuristics, and reading responses, and each piece will be collected and graded for completeness on a 4.0 scale.  In class we will engage in various workshop activities such as “instant” reviews, revising one of your reviews for another venue, stylistic revisions, reflective writing,  and peer reviews.  Small-group work will be used extensively.  You must be present to receive credit for in class writing.  Each assignment will involve a number of heuristics designed to help you develop material for the assignment.  In addition, reading assignments are an essential component of this class; thus, you will write a reading response on a number of assigned reviews.  These responses will be ONLY one page long and will follow the format guidelines described later.  

Review 4

Reviews 4 will focus on one of the following content areas, and each student will choose from the targeted venues:

	Television

Film

Live Music/Concert

CD

Contemporary Literature

Dance Performance


	Art Exhibit

Architecture

Sculpture Exhibit

Performance of a Play

Website




You may propose another content area for instructor approval.  Note that it is crucial that you plan your semester carefully.  You need to be thinking about which book you’d like to review now, and you should begin reading it soon.  If you are planning on attending a live performance for your specialty review, then you must schedule attendance now.  If you would like to write about an art exhibit, you must discover what will be available to you.

Critical Analysis of Reviews (15%)

You will collect 5 reviews you consider outstanding.  Each review should be printed carefully or Xeroxed from a print source.  You will then write a critical analysis of the reviews addressing stylistic and rhetorical features of the reviews to show what makes them successful examples

Papers & Reading Responses: All drafts of papers and reading responses must be typed or computer printed and double-spaced.  Do not put work in columns or other newspaper/magazine formats: this is never the writer’s job.  Put your name, my name, the course title, the date, and title of your work on the first page.  Use one-inch margins and a readable 11 or 12-point font.  Number all pages and put your name on each page, staple your paper.  For grading, submit in your paper in a manila folder with invention/heuristic work, drafts, and peer reviews.  Summaries and homework do not need to be submitted in a folder, but please make sure that you put your name on each page and that you staple pages.

Keeping all work: Keep all your writing for this course including in-class and out-of-class working notes, drafts, revisions, final drafts, reflections on your writing, and workshop responses.  I suggest using a 3 Ring Binder with dividers.  When you revise a paper, save it under a different file name so it’s clear to you that this is the next revision.  Keep several back-up versions of your work (USB, CDRW, Digital Drop Box, AFS space) because computers regularly become infected with a virus.  It could be disastrous for you grade wise if you cannot produce evidence of your work at semester’s end.

Grading System

During the semester plus minus grades will be assigned to papers; however, final course grades will use the whole grade system of A, B, C, D, E

Individual Paper Grades

	A = 4.0
	A- = 3.67
	B+ = 3.33
	B = 3.0
	B- = 2.67
	C+ = 2.33

	C = 2.0
	C- = 1.67
	D+ =1.33
	D = 1.0
	D- = .7
	E =. 3


Final Course Grades
	A = 3.5-4.0
	B = 2.7-3.49
	C = 1.7-2.69
	D = .7-1.69
	E = 0.0-0.69


Reading Responses

Like most teachers, I hate assigning reading only to find that no one has done the work.  I also hate to resort to reading quizzes as a way to ensure that students do assigned reading.  However, one of the best ways to improve your own writing is to study carefully the writing of others.  So instead of quizzes I ask that you write a reading response to the assigned reviews.  Each reading response should be typed and limited to one page.  A reading response comprises two parts.  In the first part I ask that you summarize the reading in your own words.  This summary should be formal, succinct, complete, and thorough.  You should be objective and accurate and you should not put your ideas and opinions in the summary section.  Always open your summary by identifying the author and the title of the work you are summarizing in your first sentence followed by the main idea or claim or thesis of the work.

In the second part of your journal I would like you to respond to the reading and share your ideas and opinions.  You may evaluate the reading, comment on the rhetorical and stylistic features of the writing, explain what makes the writing successful or not, compare it to other things you have read, compare to your own ideas and so on.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism defeats the purpose of the course.  Do not copy others’ reviews, whether in whole or in part.  To plagiarize is to present as your own any work that is not completely and exclusively your own, and it violates the University policy on Academic Integrity: “Each student has an obligation to act with honesty and integrity, and to respect the rights of others in carrying out all academic assignments.”  If you are caught plagiarizing, you may fail the assignment, fail the course, or you may be dismissed from the university.  It is the University’s policy to severely penalize plagiarism of all, or a portion, of any assignment.   For a complete definition of plagiarism and explanation of the university policies, please see the following:

http://www.asu.edu/clas/english/writingprograms/teacherresources/wpguide/questions.htm#11policy
Course Requirements: Attendance & Participation

Attendance & Participation: Because so much of your learning will take place in class, you must attend and participate on a regular basis to receive credit for this course.  If you miss more than 6 class meetings, you cannot pass this course regardless of the reason for your absence.  This includes university-sanctioned activities and illnesses.  “Attendance means being present, on time, and prepared for the entire class period.  A student who is chronically late to class, leaves early, or is not prepared to participate in the day’s work will not receive attendance and participation credit.”  I expect you to attend all class meetings and miss class only in rare and unavoidable circumstances.  Should you arrive for class after I have called the roll, it is your responsibility to ensure that I correct the roll at the end of that class.  Repeated tardiness will result in your being marked as absent.

If I need to cancel class, I will try to have one of my colleagues post a sign on the door of the classroom.  If that is not possible, I will try to post an announcement on Blackboard and send you an email.  If after 15 minutes I am not present, you may assume that class is cancelled.  Always wait 15 minutes if there are no signs, announcements, or emails.

Participation Grade: 
To earn an “A” for participation, you may only miss 3 classes, you must have your texts and drafts with you, and you must actively participate in class discussion and group work

To earn a “B” for participation, you may only miss 4-5 classes, you must have your texts and drafts with you, and you must actively participate in class discussion and group work

To earn a “C” for participation, you may only miss 6 classes, you must your have your texts and drafts with you, and you must actively participate in class discussion and group work

Please note that merely attending the class does not mean that you will earn one of these grades.  You could never miss a class and only earn a C for participation if you are unprepared or you do not engage fully.  Again, if you miss more than 6 classes, you will fail the class.

Classroom Protocol: We will spend much of our class time in discussions and workshops. Regardless of the class format, you are expected to be prepared, to listen, to contribute, and to participate in an appropriate fashion.  Lids on the laptops should be down during class discussion, small group work, and announcements unless otherwise directed.

Cell phones: These should be silent during class and left in your bag.  Please note that my own cell phone is the size of a brick; so don’t tempt me with your own.  Likewise, I don’t have an IPOD so keep that in your bag and not on the desk in class.

Peer Review

Peer Review only works if you have a draft that someone else can review.  I will assign peer review groups and you should bring 4 copies of your paper with you.  Make sure that you print your paper before class.  Too often students email themselves a copy and hope to print in the classroom.  Unfortunately, email is a very poor way of accessing your draft since programs often scramble drafts and student machines in the classroom cannot read drafts written in WordPerfect or Microsoft Works.  If you must try and print in the classroom, make sure your draft is saved in Word or RTF and make sure that you upload it to the Digital Drop Box on Blackboard and you upload copy to your AFS space or you have a copy saved to a USB stick (no floppy drives in here).  Your drafts should be printed before class, so make sure that you arrive early.  Failing to come with a completed draft will affect your attendance/participation grade and your polished paper grade.  Your polished paper grade will be reduced by ½ grade for each peer review you miss.  Even if your draft is incomplete, it is better to attend the peer review class rather than miss class since missing too many classes could result in your failing the class.  Moreover, if you come, you will earn partial participation credit.  

Late Paper Policy

I do not accept late assignments.  If you are sick on the day an assignment is due, you should upload your paper before class to the Digital Drop Box on Blackboard and then send me an email telling me you have done this.  Make sure that your paper is saved in Word or RTF (if you use Word Perfect or Microsoft Works).  Alternatively, you can have a friend bring your paper to me in office hours that day or you can bring official documentation (such as a complete doctor’s note—a copy of your prescription is not enough) when you return.  If this is an extended absence, you should phone or email me as soon as possible to discuss your return and submission of work.  

In-class writing such as journals and reflections, homework, and summaries may not be made up. That means if you miss class on the day an assignment is due, you will miss the in class reflection and earn a “0” for your reflection on your paper.

Note that to pass this class, you must submit all assignments.  If a paper is late, you must still submit it even though it will earn an E grade.

Revision Policy

Since this class will involve multiple drafts and peer review, graded papers may not be revised for a higher grade.

The Public Nature of Class Writing and Discussion

This class relies not only on writing but on discussion as well.  Part of becoming a good writer is learning to appreciate the ideas and criticisms of others, and in this course our purpose is to come together as a community of writers.  Remember that you will often be expected to share your writing with others.  Avoid writing about things that you may not be prepared to subject to public scrutiny or that you feel so strongly about that you are unwilling to listen to perspectives other than your own.  This does not mean that you are not entitled to an opinion but that you adopt positions responsibly, contemplating the effects on others, that you take responsibility for your words and for engagement with the words of others.  Be aware that our class will be composed of diverse members; it is your responsibility to use appropriate language in class and in writing and to respect the opinions and cultures of others, per university guidelines outlined in the Student Code of Conduct.  

Problem Solving

Since each writer’s needs are unique, this course will provide lots of individual attention and feedback from me.  Please please bring your drafts to me in office hours with specific questions you would like to address.  I won’t proofread and edit your draft, but I will discuss specific problems you want to solve so do come and see me.  I also encourage you to seek reactions to your ideas and drafts from people outside this class.  In addition, if you have problems with grammar and punctuation and so on, please use the Writing Center located on the 3rd floor of the English.  

Do come and see me during office hours, email me, or make an appointment if you wish to discuss issues connected with this class and/or your performance. Please discuss concerns with me while we still have options. I tend to be generous with students who take the initiative to consult with me about concerns while they are still “situations” and “not yet crises,” and less generous with those who permit things to slide until a crisis is unavoidable.  Even if you have no problems, do try and visit me in office hours or set up an appointment with me at least twice during the semester to discuss the class and your progress.  If anything arises about which you want an opinion other than mine, please contact the Director of the Writing Programs, LLB 314, 965 3168.

Remember: You are responsible for all University, Departmental, and Writing Programs policies, whether you have read them or not.
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