Duerden English 494 Spring 2006


English 494 Review Writing 

Assignment 3: Restaurant Review
Composing Schedule

Heuristic 1: Mon Apr 3 (by end of class)
Heuristic 2: Wed Apr 5
Heuristic 3: Fri Apr 7
First Draft for Peer Review: Mon Apr 10
Polished Draft: Fri Apr 14
Write a review of a restaurant with which you are familiar.  Remember, most reviewers admit to visiting a restaurant at least 3 times before they write their reviews, so I would urge you to choose one that you go to on a regular basis.  It need not be a fancy restaurant.  In fact, the best reviews are sometimes those where the reviewer is recommending the best place to eat for under a certain dollar amount.  Consider places you go to near campus.  Is there a good small restaurant you like near campus and why?  How about in your neighborhood?  If you have a family is there a restaurant you like to dine in with your family and why?  What about if you have guests from out of town and you want them to sample “local” cuisine.  Where would you take them and why?  Of course you need to think about what you mean by “local.”  What about late night dining?  Unlike cities in other states or countries, many restaurants here finish serving around 9.  Where do you go if you want to eat after a movie or before a movie and why?  What about particular lunch places for particular occasions?  In other words, try to develop a theme for your review and let your choice of restaurant illustrate that theme.
Remember essentially a restaurant review is an evaluation argument.  Therefore, you need criteria by which to evaluate your restaurant based on other restaurants that would be categorized as similar.  You also need more complete identification.  Readers need to know where the restaurant is located (and if it’s hard to find you may need to add directions to the address), phone number, whether reservations are required, opening hours, and whether credit cards are accepted.  This is the norm in the US, but abroad, many restaurants take cash only.  You should also identify the type of cuisine and price range before you begin your review.  And you may want to identify the dress code if necessary.
Almost all reviews are structured chronologically, mimicking the experience of entering, dining, paying, and considering another visit. Reviewers will often describe the chef's experience, or what used to be in this space, or the neighborhood, or how long this restaurant has been around. Reviewers then describe the outside appearance of the restaurant and detail the inside including décor, overall ambience, music, lighting, and other patrons.  At this point, a reviewer may describe the service, especially if it’s lacking when they first walk in or if it is particularly good.  Then most will give readers a sense of the overall menu: appetizers, entrees (at which point the wine list may come up), and desserts. These elements may be considered for price, value, presentation, preparation, freshness, variety, originality, or conceptualization.  Particular dishes may be discussed in detail (those that succeed and those that fail), and the reviewer may also give readers a sense of portion size and what goes well with what main dish and so on.  
Details are as concrete as possible, always relying on a tactile sensation or a specific flavor over empty adjectives like "delicious," "amazing," or "savory." When possible, cite key ingredients so readers understand the dish, instead of simply relying on your taste, which we all know is subjective.  Likewise, concrete details about particular dishes will help your readers.
The best reviews show just a little of the personality of the reviewer.  Many reviewers use “I” and “we” since most reviewers dine with companions (not named).  Reviewers then put the details of the restaurant as the subject, which often requires passive voice (The shrimp is prepared in a . . .).  Most use “you” as in “you enter by the main door” sparingly.
The length of your review should match the standard review lengths in your venue.  Likewise the arrangement of elements in the review and the overall style should be appropriate for this venue.  
Heuristics

1. Having decided which restaurant you are going to review, you must pick an appropriate venue.  For this review, I would urge you to pick a local publication.  While reviews appear in travel guides to cities, they are to short for an assignment.  So probably you should choose on of the venues we have examined such as The Arizona Republic, The Phoenix  New Times or Phoenix Magazine.  You may choose another but discuss it with me first.
· How long are reviews for this venue?

· Describe the audience for this venue (age, education, knowledge or expertise etc.)

· Typically how are the sample reviews arranged?

· How do these reviews open and close?

· What do you note about the style of these reviews?

· What do you note about the diction or language in these reviews?

· Why is this venue appropriate for this review  Explain.

2. After you have visited your restaurant and taken notes, write a brief summary of the menu and a description of the restaurant’s appearance.  Then generate a list of strengths and weaknesses.  You could put this into two columns if you find that helpful.  After each strength or weakness, give evidence from the restaurant that supports your opinion. It’s not enough to state why your opinion is correct in a general way; you need to be specific about both good and bad points. Read over your list and now formulate a working opinion and write that down.  This will shape your review and may be stated early in your review or may come at the end.
3. Reread your sample reviews and then list the topics you want to address in your restaurant review and the order them as they will appear in your review. The best reviews are carefully structured. Why have you chosen this order?  Now try to write your opening.  Don’t worry if it’s not perfect, you can revise especially after you have written the first draft and been through peer review; you may want to generate a couple of different ways to open.  At this point, also generate a working title for your review.  Titles guide your readers as to how you feel about the restaurant.
This material should help you now write the review.  Don’t worry if your first draft is a little rough.  We have two peer reviews in which we look at both content and style!

