ENG 494 Review Writing

Assignment IV: Specialty Review
Due Dates:

Heuristics 1 & 2: Due Mon Apr 17

Heuristic 3: Due Mon Apr 17 at end of class

Draft Due: Fri Apr 21

Polished Draft Due: Mon Apr 24

The Specialty Review is designed to encourage and/or allow you to focus on the area of review writing that most interests you.  You will want to write about the area you know best.  Remember that the area of expertise chosen for this review is the same area of expertise covered in your Critical Analysis Project (Assignment 5).
The review will focus on one genre of criticism.  If the genre chosen is the same as a review previously written (film, book, or restaurant), the subject of review AND the venue must be different. This review should demonstrate knowledge of the genre chosen.  The review will comprise an absolute minimum of words of 600 words.  I’d advise longer so you can show off your review writing skills.
Choose from the following areas for this review:

	· Television

· Music Performance
· Dance

· Art

· Contemporary Literature

· Film
	· Architecture

· Sculpture

· Drama 

· Website

· Video Games

· CD


If you are interested in reviewing another area, please conference with me for permission.

The best reviews will be those in which you have a personal interest, so choose something you find intriguing.  For example, you might want to shift from film to television.  You will have to search for venues where reviewers write extensive reviews of TV shows rather than the paltry lines we find in the TV Guide.  Such reviews can usually be found in national newspapers and magazines.  Those of you who read extensively may want to stick with book reviews, but you will need to choose a new book and a new venue.  You may wish to try your hand at a different genre of writing.
Tichener gives us general advice on review writing that may help you with your specialilty.  Likewise, you might also search for articles that guide your writing.

Heuristics

1. In a paragraph or two, explain what type of speciality review you would like to write and why.  Then discuss the venue for your review noting length, purpose, audience, arrangement, style, diction, opening, closings, identification, criteria and type and amount of evidence.   Use at least three sample reviews of the specialty review you have chosen.  Attach print copies of the reviews to this heuristic.

2. Describe the specific subject of your specialty review and explain why you have chosen this.

3. What criteria are you using to judge the subject in your specialty review?  Write out a list of criteria (a good x must have a, b, c, d, e) and explain how your subject meets, exceeds, or fails to meet those criteria.  Then note what you can use as evidence to prove that to your readers.  Close this work with a working thesis and tell me how you intend to arrange your review.  If you wish, you may set this work up in a chart.
Assignment 5: Critical Analysis
Due Dates
Heuristic 1 & 2: Wed Apr 26
Heuristic 3: Wed Apr 19 at end of class
Heuristic 3: Fri Apr 28

Draft Due: Mon May 1

Polished Draft Due: Friday May 5th between 8:30 and 11:30 in my office.

The critical analysis is a paper in which you analyze 5 “Best Reviews” in your specialty area.  You should obviously select these from a larger number rather than just finding 5 and calling it quits.  In your analysis you are going to explain how the reviews work and what makes these 5 excellent examples of those in the genre.  Thus, your previous work on length, purpose, audience, arrangement, style, diction, opening and closings, identification, criteria and evidence are key elements you will discuss in your analysis.
Your audience for this work is the class.  You are the expert informing us about how a specialty review works and what makes these examples outstanding.  Remember to use short quotes from your reviews to prove your claims.  Remember also that quotations should be integrated into sentences with your words (a that clause, a comma, a colon, are the most common ways to introduce quotations) and you should always take the time to explain to your reader what your quotation shows or illustrates.  Never assume that the quotation alone is sufficient.

Heuristics
1. Having read your 5 best reviews, make a list of what an outstanding review of this genre should do.  Consider length, purpose, audience, arrangement, style, diction, opening and closings, identification, criteria and evidence.
2. In terms of your criteria that you identified in heuristic 1, explain how each review matches up.  In other words, how does each review measure up to the criteria you have established as being necessary for an outstanding review in this genre?
3. Write out a working thesis that will convey to me the idea that these 5 sample reviews are outstanding examples of reviews in this field.  Then make a list of the topics you want to discuss and the order in which you will discuss them.  Finally, draft a working introduction that closes with your thesis.
For Submission
· Make sure you have clean copies of your 5 best reviews.  Indicate the publication and date if this is not apparent on the review

· A Works Cited page correctly listing each review

· Your Polished Draft

· Previous draft and review sheet

· Heuristics
