Duerden English 494 Spring 2007


English 494 Review Writing 

Assignment 1: Film Review

Composing Schedule

Heuristic 1: Wed Jan 31

Heuristic 2: Fri Feb 2
Heuristic 3: Finished in class on Fri Feb 2
First Draft for Peer Review: Wed Feb 7
Second Draft for Peer Review: Fri Feb 9
Polished Draft: Wed Feb 14

(along with peer reviews and plagiarism report in manila folder)
Note: Please submit your polished draft to “my safe assignment” on blackboard and generate a report.  Print that and submit with your paper copy in class on Wed Feb 14.  You may submit earlier drafts to “my safe assignment” to check for plagiarism if you wish.
Write a film review of a contemporary film for a targeted audience and venue.  Your film should be fairly current (although it may be out on DVD); that is it should be no more than two years old. Make sure the film you choose would be appropriate for the venue you choose and of course would be of interest to the audience you are targeting.  

Remember essentially a film review is an evaluation argument.  Therefore, you need criteria by which to evaluate your film.  Thus, your review should demonstrate knowledge of films in general or films in the same genre.  

The length of your review should match the standard review lengths in your venue.  Likewise the arrangement of elements in the review and the overall style should be appropriate for this venue.  Follow Tichener’s general advice and include the five elements: strong opening, identification, summary, opinion, strong closing.  

Thus consider the following information:

Start by putting in all the information about the film: The Title, The Director, Lead Actors, The Film Company, The Running Time

Introduction should give lead in to your review.  For example: What you expected from the film; background information about the film or the way it was advertised

Theme and Genre: What sort of film is it? A romance, an Action Film, a Thriller..? Does it have a general message? Anti-War? Drugs? Racism? 

The Plot:  A summary please and not a synopsis.  What happens in the film? Don’t give too much away (no one will go and see the film if you give away surprises, mysteries, or the film’s ending); does the plot make sense? Is it easy enough to follow? Is it believable enough not to annoy the audience? Does it have enough twists and turns to keep you interested? Is it too predictable?

Characters: Who are the main characters? What are they like? Who are the actors playing these parts? What have these actors done before? Do you think the actors are good in these parts? Are they believable? Are they sympathetic? (Do they make you care what happens to them); Are their performances dramatic enough to entertain, excite and interest the audience? Give an example of a scene you thought was acted very well and say what was so good about it

The Director: What has the director done before? Has the director done a good job on this film? Is the pace right or does it seem that the film is too slow or too fast in parts?; Is the film good to look at? Are there beautiful scenes? Are there moments when the camera is used in interesting ways? (camera angles that surprise you or help to create effects for example; like in “Jaws”, when the camera becomes the shark swimming up towards it’s victims)

Music/Special Effects: Is the soundtrack good? Does the music help to create atmosphere in the film, or does it spoil it? Is the music good in itself?  Are there special effects you want to comment on?

Overall: Did you enjoy the film? What were its good points? What were its bad points? (Don’t forget to give reasons); Would you recommend this film to your readers? What sorts of people might enjoy this film? Are there any other films that you could compare this one to?

Heuristics

1. Having decided which film you are going to review, you must pick an appropriate venue.  You may choose a local or national newspaper or a magazine.  That is your choice.  Your first task is to find 2 or 3 reviews from that venue so that you can answer the following:

· How long are film reviews for this venue?

· Describe the audience for this venue (age, education, knowledge or expertise etc.)

· Typically how are the sample reviews arranged?

· How do these reviews open and close?

· What do you note about the style of these reviews?

· What do you note about the diction or language in these reviews?

Use LexisNexis, or Academic Search Premier, or Newsbank/Newfile to locate reviews.  Hand in copies of your sample reviews with your heuristic 1

2. After you have watched the film and taken notes, write a brief summary of the plot.  Then generate a list of strengths and weaknesses.  You could put this into two columns if you find that helpful.  After each strength or weakness, give evidence from the movie that supports your opinion. It’s not enough to state why your opinion is correct in a general way; you need to be specific about both good and bad points. Anything less does your argument, your audience, and the author of the film a disservice. Read over your list and now formulate a working thesis or opinion and write that down.  

3. Reread your sample reviews and then list the topics you want to address in your film review and the order them as they will appear in your review. The best reviews are carefully structured. Why have you chosen this order?  Now try to write your opening.  Don’t worry if it’s not perfect, you can revise especially after you have written the first draft and been through peer review; you may want to generate a couple of different ways to open.  

This material should help you now write the review.  Don’t worry if your first draft is a little rough.  We have two peer reviews in which we look at both content and style!

