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Department of English
1205 Manhatton Dr.

Arizona State University
Tempe, AZ 85282



Tempe, AZ 85287-0302
(480) 570-7416

(480) 965-0856
E-mail: GCastle@asu.edu

Education

· 1990: Ph.D. English. University of California, Los Angeles. 

· 1985: M.A., English. University of California, Los Angeles

· 1982: B.A., Summa Cum Laude, English. California State University, Fresno

Academic Positions

·  Professor 2007-present, Department of English, Arizona State University; Associate Professor 1998-2007; Assistant Professor 1992-1998

Publications 

Books

· The Blackwell Guide to Literary Theory. Oxford: Blackwell, 2007.
· Reading the Modernist Bildungsroman. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2006.

See summary below, p. 7.
· Modernism and the Celtic Revival. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001. Paperback edition, 2008.
See summary below, p. 7.
· Editor. Postcolonial Discourses: An Anthology. Oxford: Blackwell, 2001. 

Articles

· (with Richard Brown, U Leeds). “ ‘The Instinct of the Celibate’: Boarding and Borderlines in Joyce’s ‘The Boarding House.’ ” Part of a collection edited by Vicki Mahaffey, which features collaborative essays on all the stories in Joyce’s Dubliners. Forthcoming from Syracuse University Press.

· “Postcolonialism.” James Joyce in Context. Ed. John McCourt. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009. 99-111.
· “Coming of Age in the Age of Empire: Joyce’s Modernist Bildungsroman.” James Joyce Quarterly 40.4 (Summer 2003; published Spring 2005): 665-90. 

·  “Nobler Forms: Standish James O’Grady’s ‘Imaginative History’ and the Irish Literary Revival.” In Reading Irish History: Text, Contexts, and Memory in Modern Ireland. Ed. Lawrence McBride. Dublin: Four Courts Press, 2003. 156-77.

· “Ambivalence and Ascendancy in Bram Stoker’s Dracula.” In Dracula, by Bram Stoker. Ed. John Paul Riquelme. Case Studies in Contemporary Criticism. Boston: Bedford Books, 2002. 518-37. Rpt. in Twentieth-Century Literary Criticism. Vol. 144. Ed. Janet Witalec. Farmington Hills, MI: Gale, 2004. 355-364.

· “Colonial Discourse and the Subject of Empire in Joyce’s ‘Nausicaa.’” Joyce: Feminism / Post / Colonialism. Ed. Ellen Carol Jones. European Joyce Studies 8. Amsterdam and Atlanta: Rodopi, 1998. 115-144.

· “Confessing Oneself: Homoeros and Colonial Bildung in James Joyce’s A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man.” In Quare Joyce. Ed. Joseph Valente. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1998. 157-82.

· “Staging Ethnography: John M. Synge’s Playboy of the Western World and the Problem of Cultural Translation.” Theater Journal 49 (1997): 267-88.  

· “Ousted Possibilities: Critical Histories in James Joyce’s Ulysses.” Twentieth Century Literature 39.3 (Fall 1993): 306-28.

· “‘I am almosting it’: History, Nature, and the Will to Power in ‘Proteus.’” James Joyce Quarterly 29 (Winter 1992): 281-96.

· “The Book of Youth: Reading Joyce’s Bildungsroman.” Genre 22 (1989): 21-40.

Review Essays

· “New Millennial Joyce.” Modern Fiction Studies 53.1 (Spring 2007): 163-73. 
Books reviewed: Joseph Brooker, Joyce’s Critics: Transitions in Reading and Culture; Gian Balsamo, Joyce’s Messianism: Dante, Negative Existence and the Messianic Self; Ellen Carol Jones and Morris Beja, eds., Twenty-First Joyce.

· “What Is All This Talk About History?” Clio: A Journal of Literature, History, and the Philosophy of History 33.2 (Winter 2004): 189-210. 

Books reviewed: Louis Blakeney Williams, Modernism and the Ideology of History: Literature, Politics, and the Past and Nicholas Andrew Miller, Modernism, Ireland and the Erotics of Memory.

Work in Progress

· Editor. Blackwell Encyclopedia of Literary and Cultural Theory. Vol. 1: 1900-1966.  General Editory, Michael Ryan. Under contract. Probable publication in spring 2010
· “W. B. Yeats: Revivalism, Modernism and the National Sublime.” Blackwell Companion to Irish Literature, Vol. 2. Ed. Julia White. Forthcoming Winter 2009. Commissioned.

· “Misrecognizing Wilde: The American Tour of 1882 and the Aesthetics of Irish Modernism.” Lecture/essay in progress.
· Inventing Souls: Pedagogies of Irish Revivalism. Book-length study, slated for consideration by Syracuse University Press. 
Book Reviews (selected) 

· Laura O’Connor, Haunted English: The Celtic Fringe, the British Empire, and De-Anglicization. In Irish Literary Supplement. Forthcoming, Spring 2009.

· Gibson, Andrew and Len Platt, eds. Joyce, Ireland, Britain. In James Joyce Quarterly. Forthcoming, Spring 2009.
· John Marx, The Modernist Novel and the Decline of Empire. In James Joyce Quarterly 44.4 (Summer 2007): 840-43.
· Bryan Fanning, Racism and Social Change in the Republic of Ireland. In New Hibernia Review 9.4 (2006): 147-9.

· David Adams, Colonial Odysseys: Empire and Epic in the Modernist Novel. In English Literature in Transition 48.4 (2005): 500-3.

· Joseph Valente, Dracula’s Crypt: Bram Stoker, Irishness, and the Question of Blood. In  Irish Studies Review 11.1 (2003): 102-4.

· Derek Attridge and Marjorie Howes, eds., Semicolonial Joyce. In English Literature in Transition 45.3 (2002): 366-70.

· R. J. Schork, Joyce and Hagiography: Saints Above! In English Literature in Transition 45.2 (2002): 242-6.

· Kimberley J. Devlin and Marilyn Reizbaum, eds., “Ulysses”: En-Gendered Perspectives. In English Literature in Transition 45.1 (2002): 123-7.

· Willard Potts, Joyce and the Two Irelands. James Joyce Quarterly 39.1 (Fall 2001): 157-60.

· Vona Groarke, Other People’s Houses, and Conor O’Callaghan, Seatown. In Irish Studies Review 9.1 (2001): 130-3.

· Kevin J. H. Dettmar, The Illicit Joyce of Postmodernism: Reading Against the Grain. In Studies in the Novel 32.3 (2000): 390-4. 

· Vicki Mahaffey, States of Desire: Wilde, Yeats, Joyce, and the Irish Experiment. In James Joyce Quarterly 37.1/2 (2000): 246-52. 

· Donald F. Theall, James Joyce’s Techno-Poetics. In English Literature in Transition 42.2 (1999): 224-9. 

· Earl G. Ingersoll, Engendered Tropes in Joyce’s Dubliners. In English Literature in Transition 40.3 (1997): 361-4.

· Seamus Heaney and Ted Hughes, eds., The School Bag. In Irish Studies Review 20 (Autumn 1997): 47-48.

· Joseph Valente, James Joyce and the Problem of Justice: Negotiating Sexual and Colonial Difference. In James Joyce Literary Supplement 10.1 (Spring 1996): 16.

· Mark Osteen, The Economy of Ulysses: Making Both Ends Meet. In English Literature in Transition 39 (1996): 510-14.

· Diana A. Ben-Merre and Maureen Murphy, eds., James Joyce and His Contemporaries; Janet E. Dunleavy, Melvin J. Friedman, and Michael Patrick Gillespie, eds., Joycean Occasions: Essays From the Milwaukee James Joyce Con​ference. In James Joyce Quarterly 29 (Winter 1992): 437-43.

Invited Lectures
· “W. B. Yeats: Revivalism, Modernism and the Transnational Sublime” and “Misrecognizing Wilde: The American Tour of 1882 and the Aesthetics of Irish Modernism.” Invited lectures. Host Stephen Ross. University of Victoria, British Columbia. March 2009.  
· “Wilde Things: Revivalism, the Popular Press and the Unholy Birth of Irish Modernism.” Inivited Lecture. Modernism Group. Host Enda Duffy. Univerisity of California, Santa Barbara. February 29, 2008.
· “James Joyce’s History Lesson.” James Joyce Summer School. University College, Dublin. July 2002.

Fellowships and Awards  

· NEH Summer Seminar, 2007. “Wilde in the Archives.” Clark Library/UCLA. Seminar leader, Professor Joseph Bristow, UCLA. 
· Runner-up. Robert Rhodes Prize for Books on Literature for Modernism and the Celtic Revival (Cambridge 2001). American Conference for Irish Studies, Winter 2002.
· Gerald Kahan Scholar’s Prize by the American Society for Theater Research, 1998, for “Staging Ethnography: John M. Synge’s Playboy of the Western World and the Problem of Cultural Translation.” Theater Journal (1997).

Conference Presentations (selected)

· Theory and Modernism. Roundtable participant. Modernist Studies Association conference, Nashville. November 2008.

· “Joyce / Modernism / Modernity.” Leader, seminar. Modernist Studies Association conference, Nashville. November 2008.
· “Aesthetics and the Decorative Arts: Oscar Wilde’s American Tour (1882-3).” Panel presentation. Modernist Studies Association, Long Beach. November 2007.
· “ ‘Mehr Licht!’: Bildung and Enlightenment in Hanif Kureishi’s The Buddha of Suburbia.” Panel presentation. Rocky Mountain European Scholars Consortium conference. Arizona State University. October 2007.
· “Pearse’s Pedagogy: National Bildung and the Invention of Souls.” Panel presentation. American Conference for Irish Studies, Graduate Center, CUNY, New York City, April 2007.
· “Masculinity, Self-Improvement and Irish Revivalism.” Panel presentation, sponsored by the American Conference for Irish Studies. Modern Language Association, Philadelphia, December 2006. 
· Panel participant. “Post-Colonial Theory, Symbols, and Themes in the Work of Salman Rushdie.” Symposium. School of Theatre and Film, ASU, October 2006.
·  “Tutored by Terror: Political Education from Maturin to Stoker.” Panel presentation. International Gothic Association: Deviance and Defiance, University of Montréal, August 2005. Invited by panel chair.
· “Government of Women: Kate O’Brien’s The Land of Spices and the Discourse of Bildung.” Panel presentation. American Conference for Irish Studies, University of St. Thomas, Houston, February 2005.
· Respondent. “Irish Coming of Age.” Panel presentation. Sponsored by the Anglo-Irish Literature Discussion Group. Modern Language Association, San Diego, December 2003. Invited by panel chair.
· Chair and respondent. “Forging the Real: John Banville’s Representation of Bodies.” Panel presentation. American Conference for Irish Studies, University of St. Thomas, Minneapolis, June 2003. 
· “Disrupting Class: The Modernist Bildungsroman.” Panel presentation. Modernist Studies Association, University of Wisconsin, Madison, November, 2002. Invited by panel chair.

·  “Nobler Forms: Standish James O’Grady’s ‘Imaginative History’ and the Irish Literary Revival.” Panel presentation. American Conference for Irish Studies, Marquette University, June, 2002. Invited by panel chair.
· “Irregular Histories: Standish O’Grady and Irish Modernism.” Seminar. Topic: Postcolonialities and Literary Modernisms. Modernist Studies Association, University of Houston, October 2001. Invited by seminar chair.

· “The Torment of Hope: John Banville and the Postcolonial Gothic.” Panel presentation. American Conference for Irish Studies. Fordham University, New York, June 2001. Invited by panel chair.

· “I walk through the long schoolroom questioning”: Yeats and the Problem of Political Education.” Panel presentation. American Conference for Irish Studies. Oakland University, Rochester, October 2000.

· “The Battle of the Books: Yeats, Duffy and the Cultural Politics of Revivalism.” Panel presentation Sponsored by the American Conference for Irish Studies. Modern Language Association, Chicago, December 1999.

· “Sacramental Desire and the Irish Gothic in Bram Stoker’s Dracula.” Panel presentation. Modern Language Association Convention, Chicago, December 1999.

· “‘Awaking the People’: Joyce’s Anti-Revivalism” and “Talking Man to Man: Confession in Dubliners.” Panel presentations. XVI International James Joyce Symposium, Rome, June 1998. Invited by panel chair.

Teaching and Mentorship

· I teach a wide variety of courses in British and Irish literature, modernism, postcolonial studies; literary and critical theory. Undergraduate courses include a literature survey (1798 to the Present); Self-Development in the Modernist Novel; Irish Literature from Revival to Field Day; Nationalism in Irish Literature and Film; the Sense of the Past in Modernist Literature; the Subject at Risk in the Postcolonial Novel; Modernity, Modernism and the Postmodern; Masculinity and Violence in Irish Literature and Film. 

· I offer graduate seminars on a variety of authors, including Joyce, Yeats, and Samuel Beckett. Topics have included Irish modernism, “Quare Joyce,” colonial and post-colonial Bildungsromane, Irish literature and decolonization, anthropology and literature, Joyce and psychoanalysis, Irish Revivalism, and the Gothic.
· I currently direct six dissertations, the majority on Irish topics, including two that explore the intersection of postcolonial theory and Irish studies. In addition to directing MA thesis committees on Irish and postcolonial topics, I have served as reader on a number of committees representing a broad range of number of authors and topics. I have directed several undergraduate honors theses and mentored students applying for scholarship awards.

Institutional Service

· At the university level, I have served as Chair of General Studies for over four years and have served on over a dozen college and other university committees, including screening committee for director of the Institute for Humanities Research; College Standards Committee; Fulbright Review Board, University Hearing Board. 

· In my department, I am currently interim Director of Undergraduate Studies and chair the literature and curriculum committees. I have been Director of the MA Program in Literature and served on over a dozen department committees including search committees for positions in Romanticism, Postcolonial Studies, British and Irish Modernism and Medieval Studies.

Professional Service

· Executive Committee, Anglo-Irish Literature Discussion Group, MLA, (2005-2009; Secretary 2007, Chair, 2008)

· Evaluator of manuscripts for the following journals: James Joyce Quarterly, CLIO, Victorian Studies, Tulsa Studies in Women’s Literature, Mosaic, Modern Language Studies, PMLA. External reviewer or consultant for the following presses: Cambridge University Press, Blackwell-Wiley, Fordham University Press, South Carolina University Press, Broadview Press, Polity Press. 

· Memberships: Modern Language Association, American Conference for Irish Studies, The International James Joyce Foundation, Modernist Studies Association


Book abstracts

Gregory Castle. Modernism and the Celtic Revival. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001. viii + 312pp. 

Modernism and the Celtic Revival explores the textual means by which anthropology and ethnography contributed to the formation of an Irish national literature. I am concerned in this book with the textual politics of the Celtic Revival (as it was often called at the time, the term “Celtic” denoting the pre-colonial and pre-modern Irish people), especially the work of W. B. Yeats, John M. Synge and James Joyce, whose problematic relation with the Revival signals not only its relevance in post-independence Ireland but also its subversive, self-critical textual strategies. I draw extensively on the tradition of British cultural anthropology from E. B. Tyler (whose Primitive Culture was published in 1871) to A. C. Haddon and the Cambridge Anthropological laboratory in Ireland (in the 1890s) to the classical or Modernist anthropology of Bronislaw Malinowski and A. R. Radcliffe-Brown (whose major ethnographic works were published in the early 1920s). There are many fruitful connections to be made between the discoveries of the new fields of anthropology and ethnography and the literary innovations of the Irish Revivalists, connections which underscore the dual nature of the Revival, for it was progressive politically even while it was complicit with the colonialist tendencies of anthropology. One of my chief claims is that this complicitous relationship determined in significant ways the modernist modality of Revivalist writing. Far from advocating a traditionalist approach to what Seamus Heaney has called the “matter of Ireland,” the Revivalists combined aesthetic innovation with techniques of cultural preservation borrowed from anthropology to produce a distinctive modernist literature and a contentious vision of Ireland’s cultural modernity.

Gregory Castle. Reading the Modernist Bildungsroman. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2006. ix + 336 pp.

Reading the Modernist Bildungsroman is both a literary history of genre and an exploration of the modern, gendered subject. It focuses on James Joyce, Thomas Hardy, D. H. Lawrence, Oscar Wilde, and Virginia Woolf. My inclusion of English and Irish texts underscores the transnational dimension of modernism even as it calls our attention to important differences in the reception of the Bildung concept. Drawing on Theodor W. Adorno’s theory of “negative dialectics,” I argue that the modernist Bildungsroman stages the failure of its own narrative telos (the dialectical harmony of social responsibility and personal desire) – a failure that does not prevent the modernist hero from perfecting (or trying to perfect) what Johann von Goethe and Wilhelm von Humboldt called “inner culture” (Bildung). Bildung meant for these thinkers an ideal of self-formation that entailed the harmonious development of an individual’s emotional, ethical, intellectual, artistic and spiritual faculties. For the protagonists of modernist Bildungsromane, this process is often disharmonious, due as much to self-reflection on the Bildung concept as to any kind of repressive function. Adorno’s negative dialectics theorizes this disharmony, in which the negative term of the dialectic, rather than being subsumed into the positive term (of self-identity), asserts its own presence and thereby creates new, sometimes disturbing, contexts for Bildung. Modernist Bildungsromane critique classical dialectical narratives of harmonious self-formation, even as they reclaim a classical conception of Bildung. This transformation of Bildung exemplifies modernism’s radical conservatism, which paradoxically creates alternatives to socially pragmatic educational systems and the ideal of the “subject” they seek to reproduce.

