

Course Description & Goals
The seminar will look closely at James Joyce’s major texts, with an emphasis on Ulysses. An important goal for the course is to consider some of the important theoretical debates surrounding these texts, including but not limited to problems of subjectivity and the representation of the subject; gender and sexual identity; colonial and postcolonial problematics; nationalism and Irish culture. A related goal is to strengthen students’ critical abilities. Reading secondary critical materials on Joyce’s texts will not only help with local problems of interpretation but will also introduce students to the methods and techniques of theoretical analysis. A crucial goal for this course is to improve student writing, specifically with respect to critical analysis of literary texts and the application of critical and theoretical materials. 

Required Texts
James Joyce, Dubliners, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, Ulysses
Gifford and Seidman, Notes for Ulysses 

Additional critical texts and portions of Finnegans Wake will also be required, most of which will be available as PDF files on Blackboard; many of these will be available on Reserve at Hayden. A listing of Joyce websites will be posted on Blackboard.
Course Requirements

1. Participation (Seminar readings, discussion and presentations): 20%
2. Response Papers (one each for Dubliners and Portrait, two for Ulysses): 20%

3. Seminar Paper Prospectus (to include research topic; statement of argument; preliminary outline; annotated bibliography of secondary/theoretical material): 10%

4. Seminar Paper (5,000 words, 18-20 pp; exclusive of notes and bibliography): 50%

See Guidelines for Seminar Papers on Blackboard for information regarding the paper and prospectus.


Attendance. Attendance, of course, is mandatory. More than 2 unexcused absences, counting from the first day of your enrollment in this course, will result in failure of this course. Excessive tardiness may have the same effect. Work in other classes, sporting events, hangovers, vacations, and sniffles do not count as excused absences. If you are in doubt, ask me. All excused absences require my approval. Contact me on or before class date (by e-mail, preferably), and, wherever possible, justify your absence with official documentation. 

Plagiarism. Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Study carefully the section on plagiarism in The ASU Department of English Style Sheet. If you are not clear on the subject, if you still don’t know the difference between receiving help and committing plagiarism, see me. Disciplinary action can range from a failing grade to suspension from the University. 

Course Withdrawal Deadline (in person), Oct. 26 * Course Withdrawal Deadline (ASU Interactive), Oct. 28 * Complete Withdrawal Deadline, Dec. 4

***

Course Schedule

NB: All readings (Joyce’s texts as well as secondary materials) should be completed before the day of class indicated. Readings marked (NCE) can be found in the Norton Critical Edition of Dubliners and Portrait. Most critical readings will be posted in PDF files on Blackboard. “Further Readings” are recommended for general edification, presentations and writing assignments.
1.  August 20  Introductions
Readings: Dubliners, “The Sisters,” “An Encounter,” “Araby”

Dettmar, The Illicit Joyce of Postmodernism, chap. 4: “The Dubliners Epiphony”
Further Readings: For weeks 1-3, consult the essays in the Norton Critical edition of Dubliners. See the Viking Critical Editions of Dubliners (1968 and 1996) for Joyce’s letters to potential publishers, which outline the controversy behind this volume and critical essays. The 1968 ed. contains valuable early interpretations.  

2.  August 27  Coming of Age in the Colonial Capital
Readings: Dubliners, “Eveline” through “Clay”

Williams, “No Cheer for the ‘Gratefully Oppressed’ in Joyce’s Dubliners” (BB)

Leonard, “Men in Love: The Woman as Object of Exchange in “Two Gallants” (BB)

Presentation Topic: Reading “The Boardinghouse” 

Further Readings: For this and next week, anything in Leonard’s Reading Dubliners Again: A Lacanian Perspective or Norris’s Suspicious Readings of Joyce’s Dubliners.
     September 3 Labor Day  No Class 
3.  September 10  The Erotics of Betrayal
Readings: Dubliners, “A Painful Case” through “The Dead”

Norris, “Shocking the Reader in ‘A Painful Case’” 

Levenson, “Living History in ‘The Dead’” (in Viking Dubliners)
Presentation Topic: Dueling Interpretations of “The Dead”

Further Readings: Jackson, “The Open Closet in Dubliners” (NCE). Heaps have been written on “The Dead.” See the Viking Critical Editions for more entries in the debate about Gabriel Conroy’s “authenticity. Pecora’s “‘The Dead’ and the Generosity of the Word” is one of the more famous “negative” readings. Some recent interpretations include Cheng, “Empire and Patriarchy in ‘The Dead’” (NCE); Riquelme, “Joyce’s ‘The Dead’: The Dissolution of the Self and the Police.”  
4.  September 17  Engendering the Artist
Readings: A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man; “The Dead”

Riquelme, “The Parts and the Structural Rhythm of A Portrait” (NCE)

Valente, “Thrilled by His Touch” (NCE)

Presentation Topic: Stephen Dedalus: Straight? Ironic? Queer?
Further Readings: Ellmann’s James Joyce (2nd edition), though criticized by some (especially Kenner), is a model for literary biography. Those who wish to fill in the gaps, should look at Costello. The debate concerning how one should read Stephen Dedalus (i.e., straight or with an ironic chaser) began in the 1960s with Booth and Schools; see their essays in the Viking critical edition. This edition also contains some valuable early readings. Kenner’s “Joyce’s Portrait—A Reconsideration” (NCE), belongs to this era.  Valente, the leading queer theorist in Joyce studies, has edited Quare Joyce, which includes a suite of essays that take a queer approach to Portrait.  
5.  September 24  The Colonial Bildungsroman
Readings: A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man; “A Mother”

Castle, “Confessional Bildung in Joyce’s Portrait” (in Reading the Modernist Bildungsroman)
Mulrooney, “Stephen Dedalus and the Politics of Confession” (NCE)
Presentation Topic: Confession/Aesthetics/Exile
Further Readings: “Religion” and “Aesthetic Backgrounds” (NCE). On the composition history of Joyce’s novel, see Crump, “Refining Himself out of Existence.” There are a wide range of critical studies on Joyce’s aesthetics from Goldberg’s Classical Temper to Aubert’s The Aesthetics of James Joyce. An important early intervention is Scholes, “Stephen Dedalus, Poet or Esthete?” (in the Viking critical edition of Portrait). Rossman’s “Stephen Dedalus and the Spiritual-Heroic Refrigerating Apparatus” is still worth looking at. A poststructuralist approach to the aesthetic debate can be found in Rabaté, “A Portrait of the Artist as a Bogeyman” (see also his James Joyce and the Politics of Egoism). On the Celtic elements in the famous “bird-girl” scene, see Radford, “Dedalus and the Bird Girl.”
6.  October 1  Modernism and Irish Politics
Readings: A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man; “Ivy Day in the Committee

Room”

Deane, “Joyce and Stephen: The Provincial Intellectual.” 
Lewis, “The Conscience of the Race” (NCE)
Presentation Topic: Revivalism/Nationalism
Further Readings: “The Irish Literary and Cultural Revival” and “Backgrounds and Contexts” (NCE). Manganiello’s Joyce’s Politics (1980) put paid to the notion that Joyce was an apolitical modernist, and since then there have been a number of books dedicated to Joyce’s views on Irish politics nationalism. Nolan’s James Joyce and Nationalism and Duffy’s Subaltern Ulysses are the most important recent interventions. Much of the research on the postcolonial Joyce follows in their footsteps. Deane’s and Lewis’s essays are among the most trenchant on the politics of A Portrait.  Riquelme’s essay in NCE is nicely complemented by his Cambridge Companion piece, “Stephen Hero and A Portrait: Transforming the Nightmare of History.”
7.  October 8  Ethnography on Ithaca
Readings: Ulysses, “Telemachus,” “Nestor,” “Proteus” (Telemachiad)
Duffy, “Mimic Beginnings” (in The Subaltern Ulysses)

Spoo, “Genders History in ‘Nestor’” (in Devlin and Reizbaum)
Presentation Topic: History Lessons 
Further Readings:  Joyce’s Ulysses is unique in the history of the novel, having attracted criticism of individual episodes; we will read a selection of these. Wedin at CSU Northridge, has posted a list of criticism by episode through the 2000. Like many Joycean’s, I’ve tried my hand; see Castle, “ ‘I am almosting it’” on “Proteus.” Two collections, early and late, bring 18 Joyce scholars together, each assigned to a single episode: Hart and Hayman, James Joyce’s Ulysses: Critical Perspectives (1974) and Devlin and Reizbaum, ‘Ulysses’: En-Gendered Perspectives (1999). History is a dominant theme in the Telemachiad; see esp. Spoo, James Joyce and the Language of History and Wollaeger, Luftig and Spoo, Joyce and the Subject of History.
8.  October 15  L’Homme Moyen Sensuel
Readings: Ulysses, “Calypso,” “Lotus-Eaters,” “Hades” (The Wanderings of Ulysses)
Lawrence, “The Narrative Norm” (in The Odyssey of Style)
Devlin, “The En-Gendering of Death in ‘Hades’” (in Devlin and Reizbaum)

Presentation Topic: Introducing Bloom: Everyman’s Noman
Further Readings: Gordon, Joyce and Reality. See also Lawrence, The Odyssey of Style on the first six episodes, which she argues constitute a realistic foundation (the “rock of Ithaca,” as Joyce phrased it in an early letter) from which later episodes depart; a highly influential reading. Lawrence’s book and Riquelme’s The Teller and Tale were among the earliest poststructuralist readings of Joyce. Perhaps the first important book-length study, was McCabe’s James Joyce and the Revolution of the Word, which incorporates Freudian and Lacanian insights. On Bloom’s role, esp. vis-à-vis Stephen, see early works by Peake and Levin. Later works tend to stress Bloom’s Jewishness, his “womanly manliness” and his practicality. On 
9.  October 22  A Pisgah Sight of Empire
Readings: Ulysses, “Aeolus” and “Scylla and Charybdis”

Lawrence, “‘Aeolus’: Interruption and Inventory” (in Odyssey of Style )
Hutton, “Joyce, the Library Episode, and the Institutions of Revivalism”
Presentation Topic: The Use and Abuse of Shakespeare
Further Readings: Platt is useful on the Joyce’s use (and abuse) of the Anglo-Irish Revival (though Hutton has a bone to pick with him). McGee’s chapter on “Scylla and Charybdis” in Paperspace is a fine post-structuralist reading, as is his analysis of “Aeolus” in “Machines, Empire, and the Wise Virgins” (in Devlin and Reizbaum). On the Shakespearean element, see Klein, “Speech Lent by Males.” Valente offers a queer theory approach to “Scylla” in “The Perils of Masculinity” (in Devlin and Reizbaum). 
10.  October 29  Jumping from the Rock of Ithaca
Readings: Ulysses, “Lestrygonians,” “Wandering Rocks” and “Sirens” 

McCabe, “Theoretical Preliminaries” and “City of Words, Street of Dreams” (in Revolution of the Word)
Fogarty, “States of Memory: Reading History in ‘Wandering Rocks’”  
Presentation Topic: Radical Language/Radical Styles
Further Readings: Hayman’s essay on “Wandering Rocks” (in Hart and Hayman) is helpful (and includes a chart of interlacing “vignettes” and intrusions). With these episodes, we see a demonstrable ratcheting up of the experimentalism in style. McCabe is essential reading, as are Lawrence and Riquelme. For more recent considerations of language and style, see Brivic, “Joyce and the Invention of Language” (in Gillespie and  Fargnoli); Milesi, James Joyce and the Difference of Language; Attridge, Joyce Effects. Attridge and Ferrer’s Post-structuralist Joyce is a good source for essays on Joyce’s style from a post-structuralist perspective (see esp. Heath on Joyce’s “ambiviolence”). See also Dettmar’s Illicit Joyce of Postmodernism. 
11.  November 5  The Politics of Parody
Readings: Ulysses, “Cyclops” and “Nausikaa” 

Nolan, “The Cyclops” (in James Joyce and Nationalism)

Richards, “Those Lovely Seaside Girls” (in The Commodity Culture of Victorian England) 
Presentation Topic: Postcolonial Joyce
Further Readings: One of the best essays on “Nausikaa” is Norris, “Modernism, Myth, and Desire in ‘Nausicaa’.” My discussion in Reading the Modernist Bildungsroman (pp. 197-212) considers the episode in terms of the female Bildungsroman. On “Cyclops,” see Valente, “‘Neither Fish Nor Foul’; or How “Cyclops” Stages the Double-Bind of Irish Manhood” (in Attridge and Howes). The intersection of Joyce and postcolonial studies is attracting more and more attention. An influential early work is Cheng, Joyce, Race, and Empire. Works that address the problem of postcolonial Joyce (a problem having do with his “high Modernist” credentials interfering with his status as a colonized “other”) include Cheng, “Of Canons, Colonies, and Critics”; Duffy, Subaltern Ulysses, Wollaeger, “Joyce in the Postcolonial Tropics”; Castle, “Joyce and Postcolonialism.” See the works cited in Wollaeger and Castle for other sources. Attridge and Howes, in Semi colonial Joyce, explore some of the complications and ambivalences attached to the idea of “postcolonial Joyce.” On the question of nationalism, see Deane, “Joyce and Nationalism; Valente, in “Joyce’s Politics” (in Rabaté, Palgrave Advances) and Howes, “Joyce, Colonialism, Nationalism” (in Attridge, Cambridge Companion).
       November 12 Veterans Day  No Class 
12.  November 19  Revolutions of the Word I
Readings: Ulysses, “Oxen of the Sun” and “Circe”

Gibson, “An Irish Bull in an English Chinashop” (in Joyce’s Revenge)
Ferrier, “Circe, regret and regression”
Presentation Topic: Beyond Realism: Language
Further Readings: Janus, in The Sources and Structures of James Joyce’s “Oxen,” has tirelessly unearthed the source material for Joyce’s chapter on the history of English language usage. Gibson makes good use of it. Duffy’s “Interesting States” (in Reizbaum and Devlin) looks at “Oxen” in terms of the “birthing of the nation.” Kenner’s essay on “Circe” in Hart and Hayman is a good starting point for that bizarre and singularly novelistic episode. Norris’s “Disenchanting Enchantment” offers a fine reading of theatricality in “Circe”; on a similar theme, see Herr, Joyce’s Anatomy of Culture. See Auber and Jonas, Joyce and Paris, for a treasure trove of short pieces on “Circe,” drawn from the legendary Paris Joyce Symposium of 1975. On the “reality of “Circe,” see Gordon, Joyce and Reality (chaps 13-15).
13.  November 26  Revolutions of the Word II
Readings: Ulysses, “Eumaeus,” “Ithaca,” “Penelope” (Nostos)
Lawrence, “‘Beggaring Description’: Politics and Style in Joyce’s ‘Eumaeus’”
Miller, “Beyond Recognition: Reading the Unconsciousness in ‘Ithaca’”

Presentation Topic: Beyond Realism: Genre
Further Readings: See Rocco’s “Time Travel on Wings of Excess: ‘Ithaca’ and a Message in a Bottle.” For an exploration of mathematics in “Ithaca,” see McCarthy, “Joyce’s Unreliable Catechist.” Riquelme’s “‘Preparatory to anything else’” (in Gillespie and  Fargnoli) is useful for sorting out the role of memory in “Eumaeus.”
14.  December 3  Femme Finale: Or, The “ commodius vicus of recirculation”
Readings: Ulysses, “Penelope” and short excerpt from Finnegans Wake

Derrida, “Ulysses Gramophone: Hear say yes in Joyce”

Wicke, “Who’s she when she’s at home?”: Molly Bloom and the Work of Consumption” (in Pearce)
Presentation Topic: Molly’s Body and the Question of Feminine “Voice”
Further Readings: Pearce’s Molly Blooms and Brown’s Joyce, “Penelope” and the Body are good sources for recent essays on the “Penelope” episode. 
15.  Wednesday, December 12 (2:40-4:30)
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