Notes for TC Ch. 8, Developing the Argument

This chapter is worth your time since you can directly use it in your Team Proposal assignment. The author suggests making a list of your ideas and then grouping them into what is finally an outline.

Group similar items → Ordering the items in groups → Organizing the groups → Avoid logical problems → Choose your outline format (topic or sentence)

This procedure basically gives you multiple chances to order your information to come up with the best and most coherent argument. 

An important step is avoiding logical problems. 

There are two kinds: faulty coordination and faulty subordination (see pg 191-2).

The author provides some good general tips for drafting your work on page 193-5.

To develop an effective argument our author suggests:

· understand your audience’s goals. Think back to TC ch. 5 and what it says about audience. 

· understand the nature of persuasive evidence. 

· Commonsense arguments appeal to the audience’s prior understanding and knowledge.

· Numerical data or statistics are generally more persuasive than commonsense arguments. 

· Illustrations or examples make the abstract more concrete and allow the reader to connect with abstract concepts.

· Expert testimony is more persuasive than layman testimony.

· Presenting yourself effectively. Connect with your reader by projecting these positive characteristics:

· Cooperativeness

· Moderation

· Fair-mindedness

· Modesty

· Understand political realities. Try for reasonable goals. 

Our author then provides a set of basic patterns of organizing arguments with examples (pg 198-229):

Chronological

Spatial

General to Specific

More important to less important

Comparison and Contrast

Classification and Partition

Problem-methods-solution

Cause and Effect

