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* |nthe Sonoran Desert in Arizona, moss are a ubiquitous
riparian vegetation, and therefore represent a potentially
significant terrestrial-aquatic linkage.
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* There is a strong relationship between
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* Although some of the Downwind and

2. Is moss a sink for excess N from air pollution? - Core sites have high content in
cations like P and potassium, there is

no correlation between cation
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samples collected from the urban core of Phoenix and the surrounding area.

Methods: content and site location.
Sites: Moss and soil were sampled from 15 sites in the Sonoran <
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Figure 4. Average percent of riparian area that is covered by moss in the
urban Phoenix core and the surrounding upwind and downwind areas.
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Sample Collection:
* Moss sample (clean spoon)
* Soil sample beneath the moss (clean scoop)

* Moss uptake of N appears plastic, in that it takes up more N when soil
resources are available. However, this is not the case for P.

* The city core tended to have higher soil N, associated with higher levels

Sample Analyses: of N deposition from air pollution. Moss may play a role in sequestering

* Moss C:N:P and cations (elemental analyzer and ICP-OES) the excess N from air pollution.

* Soil C:N, mineral N and P (elemental analyzer, Lachat)

* Soil water content (oven drying) * Moss cover along the edges of washes is relatively low, particularly in
the city core, limiting its ability to act as a sink for that excess N.

Percent Cover: However, these washes drain the much larger area, potentially

 Ten 10-m transects in riparian areas along washes concentrating soil N transported during rainfall events in the riparian

e 25x25 cm quadrat every 1 m along transect areas for moss uptake.
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