Spring  2013      //\\        Eng 222

Survey of English Literature: 
Blake to Beckett
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   Professor Gregory Castle 


       

   MWF 10:30-11:20
   E-mail: dedalus@asu.edu 

          
          Office: LL 202A; Ph. 965-0856

   Line # 14319  



           


   Off. Hrs: MW 12-2  
Course Description

This course is designed to introduce students to a selection of major works in the major genres (lyric poetry, the essay, the novel, drama, the short story) across the Romantic, the Victorian and the Modern periods. The material will be presented chronologically, beginning with Blake in the 1790s and ending with the Modernist era in the first half of the twentieth century. One purpose of the course is to prepare English majors for advanced work at the 300 and 400 levels, especially those who wish to study further literature after the Romantic period. A survey course takes the measure of an epoch, communicates its chief literary, artistic, social, political and philosophical ideas. It does not aim for completeness, nor for a balanced and representative selection. This course roughly coincides with the epoch of late modernity—the epoch of the industrial revolution, the French Revolution, railroads, empire, cars, planes and radio and TV—and the literature we will read is conditioned by these epochal events. To understand something of the culture at large in England and Ireland in this time period, I will present a number of powerpoint presentations on Blackboard to which I will ask you to respond on Blackboard. This course provides an invaluable background experience for English majors (and the committed non-major) seeking to fulfill lower-division HU through General Studies. Student outcomes for the course are as follows:

· to understand the chief characteristics of different genres (e.g., fiction, poetry, drama, non-fiction) in twentieth-century literary traditions

· to use English effectively and to write competent critical prose on literary subjects and to display competency in constructing simple and complex sentences

· to have a fair understanding of the social and culture contexts of the literary periods under discussion

· to read texts of all kinds with sensitivity and open-mindedness and to take pleasure whenever possible from reading

Required Texts: Norton Anthology of English Literature (9th ed. vol.2F) 
Eliot, Silas Marner (Penguin) 

Joyce, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man (Norton)
Contact Professor Gregory Castle at dedalus@asu.edu for more information.

