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Connections between Theory and Praxis in Music Education:
Some Historical, Philosophical, and Practical Perspectives

Jere T. Humphreys (U.S.A.)

The first part of this paper provides an overview of some important historic the-
ories of education and their influences on music education. The second part
deals with two specific theories related to music education, both from the late
twentieth century. The paper presents some insights into the effects*of these
theories on the practice of music education (praxis). The important historic the-
ories of education with implications for education and music education dis-
cussed in this paper are: (1) Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution, published in
1759; (2) Jean Jacques Rousseau’s concepts of childhood, published in 1762; (3)
Henrich Pestalozzi theory on the sequencing of instruction, published (various-
ly) in 1810; (4) G. Stanley Hall’s theories of child development stages, especial-
ly his construct of adolescence (1880s); (5) education theories of John Dewey
and other leaders of the progressive education movement; and (6) Jean Piaget’s
theories of childhood development stages. The influences of these theories on
music education praxis are discussed largely as a group. The two theories of
music education discussed in this paper are: (1) Edwin E. Gordon’s Music
Learning Theory, and (2) Albert LeBlanc’s theory of music preference. Both
these theories are illustrated and their influences on music education praxis are
discussed separately.
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Sy magovoiadn avtyj, n opldifrowa emxevrgdverar ota faoixd moofAruara-roo-
rhijoeig wov égyetat va avuuetwrioe: 1 Movouaj Exzaidevon préoa o€ évay xdopo
alAnhemidpdoewy xar avialdaydy, 07wov ot Tomixés mapaddoElS XaL TAVTOTITES, av-
76 mov 7 UNESCO ovoudfet “IoAdtiun xAggovouud”, foioxovrar ge »ivduvo. Zroa-
pyixés Sréaoxarias yevviuEveS HEGa o€ vay CUYHEXQIUEVO TOMTIOUD TEVOUY VO €-
Edyovia xar va epaguobovrar oe dihovg, pe eAdyioto 1j aviragxto oefacud oo
o 1diaitepa yapaxtnototixd Tovs. ZT6X0¢ TS TAQoVoiaons auTis eivat va Koooey-
yioet Tov dUoxodo avtdy touéa, divovrag éupaon gro molvtiouxd meoifdAdov piag
ebvixnrjs maideiag xar va magéyet egyaleia oxéymg yia v ekevipean Aoyixdy todnwy
aboroinong avroy tov mAoutov didaxTixdy SvvaToTitwy IOV TEOGPEEOVY o1 o
PNILOHEVES Xat TTayrOOpins yvwatés “uébodor” didaoxaliag.

™ povowrj exnaidevon ofpepa elival anagaitytn n TposToacia YL
e "ahhay Togumitwy”, Gota oTeyun ®L av XQELaoTel va Yivel autd, wo
alhayn mov agopd Gyt 1évo otig otpatnykés ddaoxakiog oAd uat

93< €AOYT] VARGV yla TV TAEN ®ow oY ovTLETATLON ¢ *abnueguviig

npaypauxdtrag ora Méoo Maluwis Emsowvwvicg.

Aldayn Tayuritoy

H petagopd ovt emihéyxBnue yiorl progel va aneddoel mhotouo outd oo
0mLo{0 OTOYEVEL 1) CUYKEXQUIEVY TOROVOTOON, dMA. ot SLTTOMTLOWLXT] TOOOTTTL-
1 OTLG oTROTYLHES povoLxrtlg Sidaonaliog, LOlaitepa xATw o Tov Kpofinua-
TLOWG ToU SNULOVEYOUV O TIROXATOELS TWV ELoEQYSHEVDY "alhoydv oTov %6-
Opo" ®OL TOU "TEVEVUOTOS TWV RALQWV".

To "weltzeitung" Tov 21ov awdva wtoel vo onpaivel pia otkiAlo Toaypd-
Twv, Wialtepa av €xel vavelg vrdym 1o Eyyoapo g UNESCO pé tov titho
"Exnaidevon yra tov 21o aidva” xan Tig 7QOTATELS 7oL yivovial. IToég ouln-
ToELS, od EAPQES KO EMLPAVELOKES PEXOL Babiég avalioels yio v oay-
poTxcmpTe 1o TG ROPAEPELS Yo TO uELAOV g avBpwndttag, aoyolotvial
HE TiG WPEAELES ®al TOg XvdUvoug autis g moaypatikdtntas. Tng mooyuott-
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