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Running SPSS and SAS from home may seem like a daunting task, but with enough practice, I’m sure 
that you’ll find it no harder than building a small aviary or replacing a septic tank.  
 
You will need a few things before you get started: 
 

• A computer 
• An internet connection 
• AFS file space on the ASU servers* 
• Access to the research/stats UNIX servers* 
• SSH Secure Shell Telnet software** 
• FTP (file-transfer) software** 
• A text editor (e.g. windows notepad) 
 

* Most students have this. If you’re not sure, go to http://www.asu.edu/selfsub and activate it. 
** Available for free at: http://www.asu.edu/it/fyi/comm/sw/ 
 
The Easy Part: Constructing the Syntax Files 
 
Step 1:  Open your favorite text editor. 

Any text editor will work: Notepad, WordPad, Word, WordPerfect, or whatever comes 
with an Apple computer. 

 

 
Entering data: Type all of your 
syntax in the text editor. 

Step 2:  Type your syntax. 
Pretend the text editor is the syntax window of whatever 
software you want to use (SPSS or SAS). Simply enter the 
syntax code into the text editor, and save the file when you are 
done. Make sure that you save it as a .txt file (the default in 
notepad; in other programs choose to “Save As…” and select 
“.txt” file). If your raw data is in a separate file (in the example 
on the right, the data is located in the file “a:\ps2dat.txt”), only 
list the filename, and delete the “a:\” (e.g. I would change the 
example to read: data list file=’ps2dat.txt’). 

 
 
 
The Hard Part: Getting Your Syntax to Run 

In your FTP program, connect to the stats.asu.edu 
server. Use your ASURITE login name and 
password. The above software is WS-FTP, 
available for free from ASU. 

 
Step 3:  Connect to the ASU Stats Server. 

When you use SPSS and SAS from home, you 
are actually running in on a large computer that 
sits on the ASU campus. That computer can only 
run files that are on the AFS file space, so every 
syntax file you create needs to be moved there. 
Begin by opening your FTP program (assuming 
you have downloaded the necessary software 
from above and installed it on your computer). 
Connect to the “stats.asu.edu” server (see 
example at right). Use your ASURITE login 
name and password to gain access. 

 
 



 
 
Step 4:  Move Your Files to the AFS Space 

Once you are connected to the stats server, 
you will see a split-screen window (see 
example at right). The left window shows the 
contents of your personal computer, while the 
window on the right shows what is on your 
AFS file space. On the left, find the syntax file 
that you created, and click the right-arrow 
button to move it to your AFS space. You 
should see the file appear in the window on the 
right. If your data is in a separate file (i.e., it is 
not included in your syntax file), move your 
data file to the AFS space as well.  
 

 
 
Step 5:  Run Your Syntax. 

Begin by running the SSH Telnet software that you have downloaded and installed on 
your computer (and leave the FTP software running too). Connect to the stats.asu.edu 

server, and again use your ASURITE username and password. You 
will eventually get to a prompt that looks like a dollar sign ($). Here is 
where the procedure for SPSS and SAS differs: Let’s pretend you 
saved your syntax file as mysyntax.txt, and now you want to run it. 
 
If you want to use SAS:  
At the “$” prompt, type “sas mysyntax.txt &” 
On your screen, it will look like this: $ sas mysyntax.txt & 
 
 
If you want to use SPSS: 
At the “$” prompt, type “spss -m mysyntax.txt > myoutput.txt &” 
Note: The “myoutput.txt” lets you specify what file name you want your  results to have.  

On your screen, it will look like this: $ spss -m mysyntax.txt > myoutput.txt & 
 
 
Step 6:  Get Your Results 

Go back to the FTP program. On the far right is a button called “refresh.” Click it. If you 
look at the list of files, you will see that some new ones have appeared.  
 
If you ran SAS: 
You should see a file named mysyntax.log; this is the log file generated by SAS. There 
should also be mysyntax.out; this is the output. By clicking the left arrow in your FTP 
program, you can move these files back to your computer. 
 
If you ran SPSS: 
You will see a file named myoutput.txt (this is the name you gave it in step 3); this file 
contains all of your output. By clicking the left arrow in your FTP program, you can move 
these files back to your computer. 

 
Using your text editor, open the output file. If, for some reason, it looks garbled, try opening it in 
Word or WordPerfect—that may correct it. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Troubleshooting:   
  

When problems arise in this process, they are frequently due to one of the following reasons: 
 

1) Your syntax is typed incorrectly. If you have errors in your syntax, the program may quit 
before it creates your output files. Double-check your syntax to make sure it’s perfect. 

 
2) Your data file isn’t where it is supposed to be. Pay careful attention to step 2, and remember 

to move your data file to the AFS space along with your syntax. 
 

3) You mistyped the commands to run the program. If you don’t type the commands exactly how 
they appear in step 5, the programs will not run correctly. 

 
 
 
For more information: 
 

• http://www.asu.edu/sas | User guides and detailed info regarding SAS. 
 

• http://www.asu.edu/spss | User guides and detailed info regarding SPSS. 
 

• http://www.asu.edu/it/fyi/comm/sw | Website where you can download FTP and SSH software. 
 


