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Assignment Two

 Academic Culture Shock and College Literacies

Composing Schedule

Heuristics: See Daily Syllabus

First Draft Due: Mon Oct 10

Second Draft Due: Wed Oct 12

Third Draft: Fri Oct 14

Polished Draft Due: Mon Oct 17

Assignment

Background

As we discussed, moving into the new environment of college life can often lead to “culture shock,” that feeling of not quite fitting in and not understanding how things are done in the new environment.  Of course, for many students the most noticeable shock is related to living in the dorm and their new social life.  Nevertheless, as many of the articles we have read suggest, a number of first-year students find that academic life in college is very different from high school.  The articles we have read examine in one way or another the multiple literacies professors believe that you need as a college student.  The word “literacies” here refers to the different reading, writing, thinking, listening, and behavioral skills that make up the various academic communities you will encounter here at the university.  

We’ve seen the expectations that professors have for “literate” students.  Keith Hjortshoj explains how the expectations for reading, thinking, writing, listening, and behavioral skills vary from class to class or from “discourse community to discourse community,” and he notes that old formulas like the 5-paragraph theme rarely work well in college.  We’ve seen how professors like Mark Edmundson would like students to participate in class and be challenged and engaged.  Furthermore, the many literary references in his essay such as “lotus land” suggest that he expects his readers to be well read and familiar with the different allusions to literature that he makes.  That knowledge of great works is another kind of literacy, and E. D Hirsch even composed a list of things that every literate American should know in The New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy: http://www.bartleby.com/59/2.html.  Jack Meiland explains the different thinking skills needed in college compared to high school, and Stuart Rojstaczer implies that students in college are capable of much more than teachers ask.  Steven Cahn suggests that the liberal arts can provide the citizen with the various literacies he or she needs to really take part in democracy.  Robert Solomon and Jon Solomon discuss what qualities students should develop, and Jacqueline King argues that too many students who work full-time do not have enough time for studying.  

There are many books about the transition to college, and indeed some universities, like our own, offer courses designed to help first-semester students succeed.  However, what these books and courses lack is personal experience.  They are boring “how to” books.  So imagine that you have been asked by one of the textbook publishers to contribute to an anthology of articles in which first-semester freshmen describe the transitions they find themselves making in order to adjust to the various academic communities and the various literacies they must master in their first semester.

Your Task

Write a paper that explains the various literacies you have encountered in the classes you are taking this semester and the changes you have had to make (or know you must make) to function well within each of those communities. 

Consider the expectations that are inherent in each of those classes that you can infer from what the teacher says, what the course policies and syllabus say, and the kind of work you are assigned both in class and out of class.  Consider how the class is taught and what kinds of teaching methods (such as lecturing, small group work, whole class discussion and so on) are employed.  What literacies are needed because of the way the class is taught?

Readers

Your readers are incoming students.  Some will be well prepared for the college experience, but others will not.  Some will be familiar with the thinking, writing, listening, and behavioral skills you discus, but others will not.  Most students (in fact most readers) don’t want a book or article that just gives tips.  Instead they want to read about personal experiences.  So it is important that you make this an article in which you talk about yourself and your experiences and those of your peers as a starting point.  Of course, you must balance this with further proof.  Hence the readings that we have done.  You can use the readings to show that what you have inferred from your experiences in college teachers’ expectations is in line with what college teachers expect in general.  Remember, this is not a “how to” essay and I do not want to see an essay that says things like “you need to learn how to x.”  Never address the reader in this essay.  It’s about your experiences.  What have you discovered and how are you changing or have you had to change to meet those new demands.

Organization

You have two key questions that you must answer in this essay: 1) what are the varying literacies you encounter in college and 2) what are the types of changes you have had to make to adjust to these literacies.  How you decide to organize the answers to these questions is up to you. There’s no “road map” for getting from A to B.  Instead, there are multiple routes you might take to achieve the goals for this assignment.

Goals for this assignment: 

· To discuss your own experiences in a substantive way
· To focus on a specific rhetorical purpose: in this case informing incoming students who will read your section in the textbook 
· To inform your writing with complex ideas from college-level prose (the articles you have read)
· To integrate examples from various sources (surveys, articles, and personal experience) in a coherent, thoughtful paper
· To write successfully for a specific audience using appropriate conventions of format, structure, and language.  Specifically to be able to define and explain terminology that you need to use in the paper.  This will include defining and explaining words like “literacies.”
Format:

· Typed, double- spaced.  Use a readable font such as Ariel or Times New Roman 12 or 11 point.  

· At least 4 full pages excluding the works cited page

· Give your work a title

· Put your name, my name (Dr. Duerden), and class time on each page.

· Number pages please

Submission of Polished Draft

Your polished paper should be submitted in a manila folder 81/2 by 11 on which you have written your name. Include the following working from top to bottom:

· Reflection on your writing (written in class on the day the polished draft is due)

· Polished draft

· Second and First drafts and the relevant peer review sheets
· Heuristics & other invention work
Heuristics

These invention exercises will help you create material that you can use in your paper.  Due dates are on the syllabus.

1. Complete the questions on rhetorical situation for this assignment.

2. Based on the readings we have done so far, and your own ideas, list the significant differences in terms of academic literacies that you have found between high school and college.  Then in a paragraph, explain which literacies were overlooked, not taught, not stressed, not encouraged or even discouraged in high school either by the way classes were taught, the types of classes, the need to pass particular exams, the curricula, the overall culture exerted by your peers and so on?

3. Explain what major you are studying (or explain that you are undeclared) and describe the courses that you are taking this semester.  For each class do the following:

· discuss the course requirements (exams, papers, and so on), and what type of syllabus you have (detailed or generalized), and whether you were given course policies that regulate the class.  

· describe how the class seems to be taught (lecture, small group work, whole class discussion, and so on).  

· explain what can you infer about each teacher’s expectations of his or her students based on all of this.  

For example, if course policies mention attendance and the grading scale indicates points are given for participation, what does the teacher expect you to do in class?  What expectations for literacies are implied by an attendance policy?  If points are given for extra credit, what does the teacher expect of you?

For example, in English, you work in class.  English is a “process class” and the work you do in class (talking, listening, working in groups to discuss ideas, peer review, reflective writing) are all important aspects of our class.  If you are not in class, you cannot participate in those activities; hence the attendance policy to encourage you to attend class and participate.   What expectations for literacies are implied by a reading journal? What expectations for literacies are implied by a group project? What expectations for literacies do only only midterms and finals imply? What expectations for literacies are implied by homework problem sets?

4. Questionnaire:  Design a questionnaire that you could use on several of your peers to find out whether the personal experiences you have discussed in heuristics1 and 2 are the same for your peers.  Try to ask questions that will give you the kinds of answers you can use in your paper.  For example, rather than ask each student about classes, syllabi, course polices and so on, you might ask students whether their classes expect independent learning, whether they feel prepared for college work and how prepared they feel, which classes have proved to involve the most work, whether they expected this, which classes expect participation and so on.  Again, you might consider using a Likert scale for your questionnaire. Therefore, you have a question and 5 responses students can choose from: e.g. “very important to unimportant,” “always to never” and so on

1 = strongly disagree
2 = disagree
3 = neutral; no strong feeling
4 = agree
5 = strongly agree.  

Then you might ask students to give a written answer to one question—if you do more than one, the interviewees will take too long.  I will expect to see copies of completed surveys in your folder.

5. Write up a paragraph that summarizes your results.

6. Read through all your work so far and then construct a table like this and fill it in:

	Key Literacies required in college
	Proof  (from syllabi, way classes taught, outside readings
	Changes you have made or need to make compared to high school

	Critical thinking and reading skills 
	Jack Meiland discusses the importance of critical thinking and how that is a major difference between high school and college.  I see it in all of my classes but most obviously in the English class I am taking which requires reading journals.  I have to be able to read fairly long complex articles, summarize them and then respond to them with my own opinion.
	Real major change is the importance becoming a predatory reader in order to do the reading journals and applying myself to do critical thinking and make informed judgments about what I have read.  It’s no good dismissing an article simply because it is long and boring.  I have to base my arguments on the power of the author’s argument.  So I have to invest more time in reading and responding



	Participation
	
	


Based on all of this work, you should be ready to formulate an opinion about the changes you need to make or have made or are in the process of making to meet the different expectations for literacies in college.  Are the changes significant, surprising, unexpected, challenging, necessary, and so on?  Write a sentence that characterizes the nature of the changes you must make.  Now if this were to form your thesis, how would you get to this point? In other words, you need an interesting opening paragraph placing this thesis at the end.  

Hints:

· Now your decision is how to organize the body of your paper.  Clearly if you go through each class in turn, this could be a little boring.  Remember, this is a personal paper about your experiences backed up with evidence from sources.

· Remember, because you want to avoid writing a list of tips, I urge you to avoid “you” in your paper.  Use “I” and describe your experiences.

· Think about what kind of introduction would interest your readers, but remember your overall purpose in writing this paper.  Don’t get sidetracked and focus your paper on things like social life, what changes you have made in terms of the time you go to bed or what you eat. 

· Even if you went to a high school that did prepare you for college, you can still discuss the literacies required by your various classes and what made you aware those literacies were required.  I am sure that everyone has to make some academic adjustments.  Think hard!
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