
Dr. Sarah Duerden

English 101 First-Year Composition Course Policies Fall 2006
Section 29102 MWF 9:40 in Coor L1-80
Section 59532 MWF 10:40 in Coor L1-80 

Office: LL 210 A



Email: Sarah.Duerden@asu.edu



Phone: (480) 727 6097


Website: http://www.public.asu.edu/~atsjd (all materials for this class are available on Blackboard)
Office Hours: Mon 1:00-3:00; Wed 1:00-3:00; Fri 8:30-9:25 & by appointment.

Introduction

The broad mission of ASU’s Writing Programs is to introduce you to the importance of writing in the university and to develop your critical reading, thinking, and writing skills so that you can successfully participate in the university.  Writing is intellectual work, and the demands of writing within the university community can include the need:

· To synthesize and analyze multiple points of view;

· To articulate and support one’s own position regarding various issues; and

· To adjust writing to multiple audiences, purposes, and conventions.

Course Description

English 101 is the first of two required courses designed to help you understand and negotiate the many “literacies” or sets of reading, writing, thinking, listening, and behavioral skills that make up the various academic communities in the university. To help you achieve full membership in these university communities, the assignments for this section of English 101 have been designed to help you explore, reflect on, and evaluate issues related to college 

Objectives & Outcomes:

You will engage with ideas encountered in academic and serious public discourse, develop complex ideas and arguments through serious consideration of different perspectives, and connect your life experiences with ideas and information you encounter in classes.  At the end of this course, you should have more experience in:

· using a variety of strategies to write for a variety of audiences;

· expressing a working knowledge of key rhetorical features, such as audience, situation, and purpose;

· using conventions of format, structure, and language appropriate to the purpose of the written texts;

· developing and supporting your own ideas;

· engaging in a variety of research methods to study and explore the topics, including fieldwork as well as library and Internet research;

· pursuing an issue across assignments in order to understand the complexity of the issue;

· writing and revising drafts and integrating feedback into your writing;

· responding to audiences by revising work based upon feedback (peer response, teacher conferences) from others;

· employing a variety of organizational tactics;

· analyzing what audiences' expectations about conventions are and addressing them in critical ways; and

· understanding the ways that information technologies aid and change writing conventions

A more detailed list of ASU’s writing programs goals can be found at this website:
 http://www.asu.edu/english/writingprograms/teacherresources/wpguide/wpgoals.htm 
Required Texts & Supplies:

· Durst, Russel.  You are Here: Readings on Higher Education for College Writers.  New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2003. 

· Callaghan, Patsy & Ann Dobyns.  A Meeting of Minds.  New York: Pearson Longman, 2004
· USB stick for saving work

· Manila folder for submitting assignments 8.5 x 11
You should also familiarize yourself with the following policy documents that affect you as a student in the Writing Programs:
· The ASU Writing Programs Guide.  Located at: 
 http://www.asu.edu/writingprograms/teacherresources/wpguide/studentresources.htm
· Student Codes of Conduct.  Located at 

http://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/sta/sta104-01.html 

Remember: You are responsible for all University, Departmental, and Writing Programs policies, whether you have read them or not.

Course Requirements: Assignment Sequence

(Note: all papers and final reflection must be submitted on due dates to pass this class.

Assignment One: Write an article in which you discuss whether Mark Edmundson’s view of college culture is still accurate today by exploring students’ reasons for coming to college, their expectations, and the consumer perspective he identifies.  

Assignment Two: As we draw close to the midpoint of the semester, you have probably realized that a university campus is a particular community with its own cultures, required literacies, and special knowledge.  Draw on the readings that we have done about literacy and professors’ expectations, the material we discussed from The Transition to College Writing on Blackboard, interviews with peers, and your own experience, and write an article in which you discuss the various academic literacies you have encountered at ASU and the changes you have had to make.

Assignment Three: Taking a Position.  Using the readings on education we have done as a starting point and conducting research, you will take a position on some problem in education and suggest a solution
Assignment Four: Making judgments.  You will write an evaluation of a popular culture text aimed at college students using print articles as support.  
Course Requirements: Grading

Grading System: During the semester plus minus grades will be assigned to papers; however, I will use the whole grade system of A, B, C, D, E for final grades
Individual Paper Grades

	A = 4.0
	A- = 3.67
	B+ = 3.33
	B = 3.0
	B- = 2.67
	C+ = 2.33

	C = 2.0
	C- = 1.67
	D+ =1.33
	D = 1.0
	D- = .7
	E =.3


Final Course Grades.

	A = 3.5-4.0
	B = 2.7-3.49
	C = 1.7-2.69
	D = .7-1.69
	E = 0.0-0.69


Grade Distribution

Assignment 1




15%

Assignment 2




15%

Assignment 3




20%

(70% for polished writing)

Assignment 4




15%


Final 



 

 5%
Reading Response Journal & Heuristics
15%

Attendance & Participation 


10%

(30% for process)


Reflections on Your Writing

 
5%

Course Requirements: Attendance & Participation

Attendance: Because so much of your learning will take place in class, you must attend on a regular basis to receive credit for this course.  If you miss more than 6 class meetings, you cannot pass this course regardless of the reason for your absence.  This includes university-sanctioned activities.  In other words, there are no “excused absences.”  This is a Writing Programs policy and is non-negotiable.  “Attendance means being present, on time, and prepared for the entire class period.  A student who is chronically late to class, leaves early, or is not prepared to participate in the day’s work will not receive attendance and participation credit.”  I expect you to attend all class meetings and miss class only in rare and unavoidable circumstances.  Should you arrive for class after I have taken the roll, you must ensure that I correct the roll at the end of that class.

If I need to cancel class because my car broke down or if I am ill, I will try to post a message on Blackboard and send an email.  I will also try to have a colleague post a sign on the door of the classroom. However, if after 15 minutes I have not yet arrived, and there are no signs or messages, please assume that class is cancelled.

Participation Grade: 

· To earn an “A” for participation, you may only miss 3 classes, you must have your texts and drafts with you, and you must actively participate in class discussion and group work 

· To earn a “B” for participation, you may only miss 4-5 classes, you must have your texts and drafts with you, and you must actively participate in class discussion and group work

· To earn a “C” for participation, you may only miss 6 classes, you must your have your texts and drafts with you, and you must actively participate in class discussion and group work

( Note that merely attending the class does not mean that you will earn one of these grades.  You could never miss a class and only earn a C for participation if you are unprepared or you do not engage fully.  If you miss more than 6 classes, you will fail the class.

Accommodating University-Sanctioned Activities:  If you think that this course may conflict with a university-sanctioned activity in which you are involved—athletics or the debate team or another—you should change sections since there are no excused absences.
Classroom Protocol: We will spend much of our class time in discussions and workshops. Regardless of the class format, you are expected to be prepared, to listen, to contribute, and to participate in an appropriate fashion.  

· On days when a draft is due for peer revision, you will be expected to come with a complete typed draft.  Failing to come with a completed draft will affect your attendance/participation grade and your polished paper grade.  Your polished paper grade will be reduced by ½ grade for each peer review you miss or you bring an incomplete paper.  But note that even if your draft is incomplete, it is better to attend the peer review class rather than miss since missing too many classes could result in your failing the class.  
· I will also devote time to in-class writing and you should give your best effort to these writing activities since your participation grade will be also affected by this work.

· In class, no off-task use of your computer (e.g., no personal e-mail, Web surfing, or other computer based activities that are not specifically course related).  Close the lap top lids during class discussions, lectures, and announcements or when otherwise directed.  Likewise, do not print files during class unless otherwise directed.  
· Personal communication devices (cell phones, beepers, and other devices) must be turned off and kept in your bag for the entire class period.  My own cell phone resembles a giant brick so don’t tempt me by leaving yours on the desk during class.  You should not and will not receive calls during class. 
· Likewise, I don’t yet have an IPOD.  Keep yours in your bag during class.
Preparation: You must come to each class prepared to write, to share your drafts with others, and to revise what you have already written.  This means you must work steadily both in class and on your own. Further, you will find that sometimes you must work on more than one assignment at the same time.  Therefore, you must try to develop good time management skills and avoid procrastination.  You should plan to spend three hours outside of class for every hour in class.  Writing classes frequently require more time from students than do other classes.  

Assignments: All polished drafts of assignments must be computer printed and double-spaced. Drafts for workshops should also be typed.  Put your name, my name, course title, dates, and title of your work on the first page.  Use one-inch margins and a readable font in 11 or 12 point.  Number all pages and put your name on each page, staple your paper, and submit in a manila folder with invention/heuristic work, drafts, and peer reviews.

Keeping all work: Keep all your writing for this course including in-class and out-of-class working notes, drafts, revisions, final drafts, reflections on your writing, and workshop responses.  I suggest using a 3 Ring Binder with dividers.  Each time you revise a paper, save it under a different file name so it’s clear to you that this is the next revision and keep an electronic copy in your AFS space.  In addition, keep several back-up versions of your work on your own computer and USB drive.  Do not rely on one back up system.
Academic Honesty: To pass this class all major writing assignments must be completed, and note that all writing for this class must be written for this class.  Reusing a paper you wrote for another class, or back in high school, constitutes academic dishonesty.  Likewise, plagiarism will not be tolerated and the consequences are severe.  To plagiarize is to present as your own any work that is not exclusively your own, and it violates the University policy on Academic Integrity: “Each student has an obligation to act with honesty and integrity, and to respect the rights of others in carrying out all academic assignments.”  It is the University’s policy to severely penalize plagiarism of all, or a portion, of any assignment.  For a complete definition of plagiarism and explanation of the university policies, please see the following:
http://www.asu.edu/clas/english/writingprograms/teacherresources/wpguide/questions.htm#11policy
And http://www.asu.edu/studentaffairs/studentlife/judicial/index.htm
 Getting Help: Since each writer’s needs are unique, this course will provide lots of individual attention and feedback from me (in class and during office hours) as well as from other students in class.  You should try and see me in my office at least twice during the semester to discuss your papers and your participation.  If you cannot attend my scheduled office hours, see me about making an appointment.  Please take this opportunity to let me get to know you and your work.  I also encourage you to seek reactions to your ideas and drafts from people outside this class.  I also recommend the Learning Resource Center: http://www.asu.edu/lrc/fy_composition.html
Late Papers:

I do not accept late assignments.  If you are sick on the day an assignment is due, you should upload your paper before class to the Digital Drop Box on Blackboard and then send me an email telling me you have done this.  Make sure that your paper is saved in Word or RTF (if you use Word Perfect or Microsoft Works or Apple works or I won’t be able to read it).  Alternatively, you can have a friend bring your paper to me in office hours that day or you can bring official documentation (such as a complete doctor’s note—a copy of your prescription is not enough) when you return.  If this is an extended absence, you should phone or email me as soon as possible to discuss your return and submission of work.  In-class writing such as journals and reflections, homework, and summaries may not be made up. That means if you miss class on the day an assignment is due, you may miss the in class reflection and earn a “0” for your reflection on your paper.

(Note: Because you must turn in all 4 writing projects and the final to pass this course, you must turn in a paper even though it is late and will receive an E.
On days when your assignment is due, you should have this printed before class begins.  Be warned that many students try to print their draft from an email attachment on the day an assignment is due and find it won’t print.  Since I do not accept late papers, you may find that if you are unable to print your paper before class, I may not accept your paper later that day So, always upload a version of your paper to your AFS space or the digital drop box before you come to class, and print your paper before you come to class

Revision Policy

You may revise one graded paper in this class excluding paper # 4.  Your revision is due 10 days after the graded paper has been returned to you. You must schedule an appointment to discuss your revision prior to revising the paper, and you must come to that appointment with a written revision plan.  You should submit the original paper and grade sheet, your revision plan, and your new version of the paper.

Problem Solving:

I encourage you to see me during office hours, email me, or make an appointment (if you cannot attend my scheduled office hours) if you wish to discuss issues connected with this class and/or your performance.  Students frequently tell me that the most helpful feature of the class was coming to my office to discuss their writing projects.  Please discuss concerns with me while we still have options. I tend to be generous with students who take the initiative to consult with me about concerns while they are still “situations” and “not yet crises,” and less generous with those who permit things to slide until a crisis is unavoidable.  If anything arises about which you want an opinion other than mine, please contact the contact the Associate Director of the Writing Programs, LLB 314, 965 3853

The Public Nature of Class Writing and Discussion:

This class relies not only on writing but on discussion as well.  Part of becoming a good writer is learning to appreciate the ideas and criticisms of others, and in this course our purpose is to come together as a community of writers.  Remember that you will often be expected to share your writing with others.  Avoid writing about things that you may not be prepared to subject to public scrutiny or that you feel so strongly about that you are unwilling to listen to perspectives other than your own.  This does not mean that you are not entitled to an opinion but that you adopt positions responsibly, contemplating the effects on others, that you take responsibility for your words and for engagement with the words of others.  Be aware that our class will be composed of diverse members; it is your responsibility to use appropriate language in class and in writing and to respect the opinions and cultures of others, per university guidelines outlined in the Student Code of Conduct.  .

The Reading Response Journal

As you look through the syllabus, you will see that I have assigned a number of readings and I have asked that you write a reading journal in response to those readings. Your journals should be at least one page long and include a summary of the article in your own words followed by a thoughtful response to the article.  Please use the headings “Summary” and “Response” to separate the two sections.  Reading Journals are graded on a 4-point scale.

The Summary:

A summary is a condensed restatement in your own words of the content of a piece of writing, with a focus on the central idea and main points that support or explain the central idea(s).  Writing a summary allows you to think about what the writer wrote about.  Therefore, in the summary section, you summarize in your own words the most important ideas.  You will want to try to be accurate in this brief section.  Always begin the summary by identifying the author, the author’s position or title, and the title of the work you are summarizing. For example, In his article, “The Democratic Framework,” Steven Cahn argues that …… Follow this with the author’s controlling idea of the work (thesis); then, in your own words, condense the key points the author makes.  Using your own words will help you remember the passage better and give you a better understanding of the passage, so it is best to not quote from the original work.  Do not put your own feelings or your own opinions about the work into this paragraph(s).

The Reflective Response:


In this section of the reading journal entry, you think about what the writer said and try to respond.  This kind of writing is exploratory, allowing you to question and evaluate.  Write at least one developed paragraph. Address specific ideas and avoid making vague general statements that are unsupported; for example, “I really liked this article.”  Instead, discuss the article’s strengths or weaknesses and explain them with specific detail. Consider:

· What do you find persuasive and why? What is not persuasive and why? What might be more persuasive and why?  Think about how the writer tries to persuade you by considering what facts, evidence, statistics, and logical common sense reasons (appeals to logos) the author uses.  Think about the credibility of the writer (how he or she appears trustworthy and believable because of experience in the subject or reasonable tone he or she creates (appeals to ethos).  Think about how the writer uses shared values and emotional arguments you are likely to agree with (appeals to pathos).

· What impact has this piece had on me as a reader or writer?

· How does . . . relate to or differ from what I’ve learned or read before? What conclusions can I draw?

· What are the strengths and weaknesses of . . .?

· Would this persuade or appeal to the target audience and why? 

· Read questions that the editor of the text includes.  These may spark your ideas
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