Duerden Spring 2006


Assignment One: Critical Analysis

Composing Schedule

First Draft: Mon Feb 6

Second Draft: Fri Feb Feb 10th
Polished Draft: Mon Feb 13th
Remember, failing to come with a complete draft on peer review day not only affects your attendance record, but it also affects the grade of your polished paper.  I deduct ½ grade for each peer review that you miss. So please make sure you are there and you have a complete draft.

Your Task

You have been asked to write a critical analysis of either Charles Krauthammer’s article “Of Headless Mice. . . and Men” or Ruth Macklin’s “Human Cloning?  Don’t Just Say No” that could be used in a textbook as a student model essay.   Both articles are posted on Blackboard under course documents.  Unlike a summary that restates the author’s words in a shorter format, a critical analysis argues whether an argument is successful or not and explains why.  So you can’t just say that you think this is a poor article because you don’t agree with the author’s position on the topic or because you find it boring.  Instead you must apply reasonable criteria to the article: what is the author’s central claim or thesis and is that reasonable; what reasons does the writer use, what appeals are they based on and are they effective; what evidence does the writer provide and is that convincing; is the language clear or ambiguous, intimidating or confusing, manipulative or emotional; is the logic of the arguments flawed and so on.

This is one of the most common papers assigned to students in their university career.  Sometimes you will be asked to use criteria like those above.  At other times you may be asked to test what the writer says against your own experience.  Sometimes you may be asked to apply one author to another.  Regardless, the most important thing is that you formulate a reasonable opinion about the article and you discuss you how you came to that opinion by providing your analysis of the article.

Your Readers

For this assignment, you are writing for students who may not have not read either article and who need to see a good example of a critical analysis.  That means that your essay will need to address the essential elements of a critical analysis including a complete summary of the article.

 Essential Elements in a Critical Analysis

· Introduction that names the author, the title of the work you are analyzing, his or her thesis, and any relevant detail on the author.  You should explain the purpose of the article you are critiquing and the audience for that article and then you should give your thesis, that is your assessment of the article overall.  Remember, your thesis can condemn the whole article, can praise the whole article, or you may argue that some aspects of his article are effective but some are not.

· Summary.  Because your audience may or may not have read the article, the first section in the body of your paper should be a summary of the article.

· Analysis & Evaluation.  Now that you have summarized the work, you can begin to support your thesis (your opinion of the work).  This will be the bulk of your paper (in this case 2-3 pages or more) and you should include quotations from the article to show what the author said and to support what you say.  Document quotations with page numbers please.

· Conclusion.  In the final paragraphs you pull together your overall opinion of the essay and you may offer your response to the topic itself.  Where do you stand in comparison to the author?

· Complete Works Cited page using MLA documentation (I will review this in class)

· Present tense.  Krauthammer argues, for example.  Although his article was written several years ago, MLA requires that we use present tense when we write about what an author says or argues.

Outside Sources

You may find that you want to further support your opinion of Krauthammer’s article with quotations from other articles.  For example, you may want to use Academic Search Premier to find other articles on the state of Human Cloning.  But this is not necessary.  You can just rely on your analysis of the article.

Goals

1. Demonstrate that you can write a clear, succinct, readable, accurate, and coherent summary
2. Demonstrate that you understand lines of argument and how to identify and evaluate them
3. Demonstrate that you understand what other elements make an argument successful
4. Demonstrate that you can use quotations from the article to illustrate and support your ideas
5. Demonstrate that you can formulate a thesis about an article and then fully support that thesis with your own ideas through evaluation.
Heuristics for Assignment One

1. Complete a reading response for the article “Of Headless Mice. . . and Men” by Charles Krauthammer or “Human Cloning?  Don’t Just Say No” by Ruth Macklin

2. Read IA pp. 522-525 on logical fallacies and pp. 396-398 on analyzing the situation and warranting assumptions.  Then make a chart in which you describe each supporting claim or reason the author makes, identify appeal this is based on, and explain why the claim is satisfactory or effective or not (consider faulty reasoning or clear reasoning, lack of evidence or good use of evidence, emotional manipulation, unreasonable assumptions, unclear definition of terms or well defined terms and so on).

	Claim
	Type of Appeal
	Warranting Assumption
	Effective or Not & Why

	Students get bored and inattentive after one hour
	Fact and Reason
	The length of classes should be determined by students’ attention span
	Not an effective supporting claim since the warranting assumption is questionable


3. Read IA pp. 512-515 on Ideology and 508-511 on figurative language.  Now reread the article you are working with and pay attention to the rhetorical devices the author employs.  In particular look at the language, the literary references, and the emotional vocabulary.  Write a paragraph about the rhetorical devices the author employs and tell me whether they are effective and whether they are really ethical.

4. First write a list of things you believe make an argument intended to persuade effective and what makes it ethical or unethical.  Consider how well the writer fulfills his purpose.  Is the information accurate, significant, clearly defined, interpreted fairly, argued logically?  This will help you develop the criteria you use to evaluate the author’s argument.  Now look back at heuristics 2 and 3.  Based on this you should be able to now formulate a thesis, that is your opinion of the article and think about how you want to order ideas in the body of your analysis.  Remember, you may believe that that the author’s argument is valid or effective or persuasive, invalid or ineffective or not persuasive, or a combination of positive and negative elements.  

Write out your thesis and list the order of topics you want to discuss.  Then, when you have made your list, add a transition sentence (in addition to exaggerated claims, x litters his article with unethical images) before each new topic so that it is clear how this new topic will relate to the last.

5. Now you should be able to complete your first draft   

