English 218:Assignment Two

Composing Schedule:

First Draft: Friday April 4th

Polished Draft: Wed April 9th

The Assignment

At this point we have read three new novels, About a Boy, Indian Killer and The Hiding Place.  You may write about any one of these novels for your second assignment or you may include one of these novels in combination with one of the earlier novels we read.  You have several assignment prompts here, but you may also develop your own assignment.  You will need to discuss your ideas with me before you begin the next paper if you choose to make up your own assignment.

1. Write an essay in which you use an article as a lens to examine the novel.  Argue that the novel really does illustrate the author of the article’s thesis.   You may use one of the articles we have examined or find your own.  Remember to supply me with a copy of the article with your paper.  Also remember that after your introduction and thesis, you should give a complete formal summary of the article before you apply the main points of the article to the novel.

2. Argue that Hornby persuades us that pop culture matters in the novel About a Boy.

3. Compare the novel About a Boy and the film version to show which is more successful (you will have to decide what you mean by “successful” and define that for yourself) and why.

4. Compare Hornby’s two novels, About a Boy and High Fidelity arguing why one is more successful (again you will need to focus the idea of success).

5. Argue that Indian Killer is a powerful argument against interracial adoption.

6. Argue that the novel Indian Killer explores issues of identity in the US today—those who are Native American and want to be other, those who are Native American and feel that they must prove their identity, and those who are white but want to be Native American.

7. As we have seen in interviews, Sherman Alexie did intend to make a film version of the novel Indian Killer.  We watched some of Smoke Signals, a less angry work than Indian Killer, but certainly a work that has serious undertones.  In your paper, discuss the difficulties of making a film based on Indian Killer.  What aspects would be hard to translate into film?  What would be gained from the translation into film?  What would we in the larger population learn from such a film about Native Americans and Native American Culture?  Your thesis should argue that this novel could be translated into a successful film (albeit with some difficulty) or you should argue that the novel could not easily be translated into film.  Then you should support this with reasons.  If you choose this option, read some of the interviews with Sherman Alexie that are linked to my homepage.

8. Although it is set in Wales in the 1960’s, The Hiding Place touches on a number of contemporary issues: selective or repressed memory and childhood, the immigrant experience, poverty, abusive parents, and sibling rivalry.  Choose one of these topics and argue that although the novel is set in the 60s and deals with a particular group, it does have relevance for contemporary US students.

9. Consider how Trezza Azzopardi chooses to develop the narrative in The Hiding Place.  She uses Dolores as the narrator, but Dolores’s story is fragmented and confused like her memory.  Dolores goes backwards and forwards in time, and her understanding of events becomes clearer as she remembers more about a particular incident.  In your paper, argue that this kind of narration does realistically mimic the surfacing of repressed memories.

Composition

· Your purpose in these essays is to persuade readers (the class and of course me) that you have a valid point.  Therefore, you are really writing an argument in which you want to persuade your readers that you have a reasonable set of claims.  To accomplish this, you will need a clear thesis (argument claim) supported by reasons and textual evidence from the novel and articles that you use. 

· Remember that you need to develop topic sentences that are analytical rather than narrative topic sentences:

No: Will meets Marcus and they go on the SPAT outing to the park with Suzie and Marcus kills a duck.

Yes: Initially Marcus and Will regard each other with some hostility when they first meet on the SPAT outing.  

· Your textual evidence, by way of quotations and details from the novel, should be carefully integrated into your essay.  Remember that quotations should always be incorporated into sentences with your words.  No orphan quotes please.  Quotations illustrate your ideas.  You can incorporate a quotation into your sentence by using a comma, a “that clause” or a colon.  See pp. 159-163 in your handbook on using quotations for more detail.  You should use MLA documentation (Fielding 27) in your essay, and you should have a complete works cited page.

· You should aim to produce 4-6 typed double spaced pages with one-inch margins.  You may use outside sources such as the book reviews and articles you find on the Literature Resource Center, but these are not necessary for your paper.  If you do use outside sources, make sure you do not plagiarize by giving full credit to the author even if you just paraphrase rather than quote the idea.  See pages 148-157 of your handbook for more details on using the words of other critics.

