Assignment Three for English 218 fall 2005

Composing Schedule

Heuristic 1: Mon Nov 21

Heuristic 2 and 3: Wed Nov 23

In Class Workshop: Wed Nov 30

Peer Review Draft Due: Fri Dec 2 
Final Due: Mon Dec 5 (last day of class)

For this assignment, I’d like you to write on Egg Dancing, or Oryx and Crake or one of the earlier novels you have not yet written on (for the latter, go back to our earlier assignment sheets).  As before, you can use one of these prompts or you can develop your own which you must discuss with me before you do the invention activities.  Remember, our focus is on what these novels tell us about our culture today.  What arguments about our culture, if you will, are these novels making?  How do they function as rhetorical artifacts that show the concerns and problems in our culture?  In addition to the textual evidence you find in the novels, consider other sources that will help you advance your arguments.

1. For any one of these novels, argue that the novel is indeed making a persuasive argument about our culture.  You must specify what that argument is.  So first, explain what that argument is, what claims the author is making about our society and our lives, the type of appeals (ethos, appeals based on authority and character; pathos, appeals based on emotions; and logos, appeals based on fact and reason) the author employs, and what makes the evidence he or she uses persuasive.  In other words, you will do a rhetorical analysis of the novel focusing on how it works as an argument.

2. Use either a Marxist lens or a feminist lens (review the powerpoint presentation in course documents on Reading and Writing about Literature) and analyze the novel Oryx and Crake.  Your thesis should tell me what you believe Atwood is saying about our current society based on your analysis.  For example, a Marxist lens might lead you to argue that Atwood shows what can happen when Corporate America is no longer governed by strict ethics and morals. A feminist lens might lead you to examine how Atwood shows that women will still be exploited by a male patriarchal society.

3. Argue that Atwood’s depiction of this future society is in fact an accurate depiction of our current society today.  Although we don’t yet have Crakers and rakunks, a number of things that she describes already exist today.  By examining the current state of genetic manipulation, the technology we employ to stay young, gated communities, video games, the Internet, what is shown on TV and so on, you should discover a number of parallels.

4. Using the article on dystopic literature, argue that Oryx and Crake is a good example of this genre of writing.  Show what features of this type of fiction Atwood incorporates.  What vision of the future is she painting?  How realistic do you find this.

5. Design your own ad campaign for ByssPlus.  Using quotations and other material from the novel, develop a series of at least 4 print ads for the drug.  Then in a 2-3 page rhetorical analysis, prove that these would a) work as a series of ads b) are in keeping with the novel c) are typical or similar to other kinds of ads we have now d) be an effective series of ads

6. Liz Jensen has said, “I see myself as a satirist with a heart, but heart and satire aren’t always seen as working together. But they can, and in my work, I hope they do. To me, the fictional worlds I create really aren’t much different from the real world I know. They’re very much rooted in daily life, and the here and now. All I do is distort them very slightly.”  If I had to think up the name of a category, to get myself out of this difficult-to-categorise category, it would be something like Fantastical Realism. You could see it as realism that takes the subconscious into account. Or as fantasy that takes reality into account. What I am occupied with is the point where the inner life and outer life collide. On the previous page of this website she discusses Egg Dancing: “In the case of Egg Dancing, I had been fascinated by genetic engineering for some time – and I’d also just had a baby. For me, the Frankenstein myth is a very powerful one, and I wanted to re-work it – but in a small, domestic, suburban ‘this-could-be-you’ sort of way. So I came up with the idea of a scientist who created the Perfect Baby, using his own wife (the heroine) as a guinea-pig.” http://www.papereater.com/interview_frameset/interviewframe.html.  Apply either of these comments to the novel to develop your own argument about the novel.

7. Liz Jensen satirizes a number of institutions in her novel Egg Dancing.  Specifically she examines the TV Evangelical movement, the treatment of the mentally ill, the medical community and fertility clinics, along with the class system in England, government organizations such as the place Linda works in.  Show how Egg Dancing is a satire.  Remember to find a good definition of satire and include that in your introduction to set up your paper.  Think carefully about the point of satire.  It is not only to make fun of the object of satire, but also to provide some correction.

8. Argue that Egg Dancing is a feminist novel. Remember, you will need to define what you believe a feminist novel is (using the material on the powerpoint presentation of Reading and Writing About Literature on feminism).  Then you will match those criteria to the novel to prove your thesis.

9. Consider how Egg Dancing satirizes the treatment of the mentally ill and the various delusions the patients (and doctors) suffer.    What is Jensen saying about how we treat mental illness and our use of drug therapy and group therapy.  Consider that drug advertising on TV is a very recent phenomenon.  Until a few years ago, it was illegal but now a variety of drugs are advertised.   Again, remember to define satire .

10. Think about the whole issue of designer babies, genetic manipulation, and the future.  Although humorous, Egg Dancing suggests that we should not meddle with our children.  Investigate further what is possible by conducting research and then applying it to the novel.  Note that 60 Minutes 11 did a special on choosing the sex of your baby on Wed 14th April: http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2004/04/13/60II/main611618.shtml.  Look at the website for the clinic mentioned in the story: http://www.fertility-docs.com/
You should also read the article “The Case Against Perfection” available in the Atlantic Magazine via Ebsco host. 
http://search.epnet.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=cookie,ip,url,uid&db=aph&an=12445627
 You may also use additional research.  

11. Be creative.  Again, think about the issue of designer babies.  Consider how Egg Dancing examines this issue and then by thinking about Gregory and Root Hooper, design your own ads that would be developed for Genetic Choice, “the Perfect Baby Drug.”  Design a series of at least 4 print ads you would place in a magazine.  In either case, use quotations from the novel in your ads and then follow with a 2-3 page rhetorical analysis in which you prove that these would a) work as a series of ads b) are in keeping with the novel c) are typical or similar to other kinds of ads we have now d) be an effective series of ads.

 Composition

· Your purpose in these essays is to persuade readers (the class and of course me) that you have a valid argument.  Therefore, for this class you are really writing an argument in which you want to persuade your readers that you have a reasonable set of claims.  To accomplish this, you will need a clear thesis supported by reasons and textual evidence from the novel.  Remember, an argument thesis must be debatable; the novel Indian Killer is about a murder is not a thesis.  It’s a statement of fact.  

· Your textual evidence, by way of quotations and details from the novel, should be carefully integrated into your essay.  Remember that quotations should always be incorporated into sentences with your words.  A quotation cannot stand on its own as a sentence.  No orphan quotes please.  Quotations illustrate your ideas.  After a quotation, you should explain to the reader that quotation shows.  Don’t make the reader make the connection between your claim and quotation.  That’s your job as the writer.  You can incorporate a quotation into your sentence by using a comma, a “that clause” or a colon.  You should have a complete works cited page.

· You should aim to produce at least 5 typed double spaced pages with one-inch margins.  You may use outside sources such as the book reviews, interviews, and articles you find on the Literature Resource Center, Ebsco, Lexis Nexis, or even from your textbooks for other classes.  If you do use outside sources, make sure you do not plagiarize by giving full credit to the author even if you just paraphrase rather than quote the idea.  

Heuristics

1. In a brief paragraph explain which novel you would like to focus on and why. Then after looking carefully at the assignment ideas here, explain which one you are going to do and why you have chosen this.  Is your topic related to your major or a class you have taken for example?   Is this topic something you would like to do when you graduate?  What other reasons?  If you don’t like any of the prompts here, write your own assignment prompt.  Remember, I must approve this.

2. Look through the websites listed on the class webpage –scroll down the page --(http://www.public.asu.edu/%7Eatsjd/fall05218page.html) or mentioned in this assignment sheet for the author you have decided to discuss and read at least one interview with the author.  In a paragraph summarize what you read and explain how that might be useful in developing your paper.

3. If you are doing one of the traditional type essays, describe what you intend to argue.  In other words, explain what your major claim about the novel is.  Then tell me what makes that a debatable claim.  Now how do you intend to support that central claim?  In other words, what will you have to show me before I will accept your central claim?  By writing this paragraph you will be mapping out the ideas you need for your paper. If you are doing one of the creative responses, describe to me what you hope to put together to satisfy the prompt.  Then tell me what you will need to show me in your rhetorical analysis of the ads to prove that these would a) work as a series of ads b) are in keeping with the novel c) are typical or similar to other kinds of ads we have now d) be an effective series of ads

