Dr. Sarah Duerden

English 218 Writing about Literature 

Contemporary Novels: Contemporary Issues 

Course Policies Fall 2005 line#55974

Office: LL 348


Phone: 727 6097

Email: Sarah.Duerden@asu.edu
Class meets: MWF 11:40-12:30 Coor L1-80
Website: http://www.public.asu.edu/~atsjd
Office Hours: Mon 1:00-3:30; Wed 1:00-3:00 and by appointment

Course Introduction

In this advanced writing course we will take a rhetorical approach to literature, specifically contemporary novels to discover how those novels work as arguments about various issues.  We will not engage in the hunt for “hidden meanings” or symbols; instead, we will analyze the novels to see how they persuade us to accept their vision of contemporary life using a cultural studies approach.  To this end, we will also read some short articles on subjects related to the issues discussed in the novel that give us a lens or way of viewing the novel.  Each of the novels is quite short and immensely readable; many having been bestsellers and at least one has been turned into a film.  Although the subject matter is literature, the course’s main concern is helping you to develop as a writer and reader.  

Course Objectives & Outcomes

The mission of ASU’s Writing Programs is to introduce you to the importance of writing in the university and to develop your critical reading, thinking, and writing skills so that you can successfully participate in the university. Throughout English 218, you will:

· significantly improve your analytical prose writing;

· understand and effectively employ various forms of persuasion as it pertains to literature;

· understand and deploy effective rhetorical strategies in analytical discourse;

· discover and evaluate the methods of persuasion used in the construction of literary texts;

· read critically and analyze rhetorically writings and use those lenses to frame your own discourses;

· write in the different forms and styles of a non-fiction prose discourse; and

· develop techniques for conducting research on the Internet and with other electronic databases

A more detailed list of ASU’s writing programs goals can be found at this website:
 http://www.asu.edu/english/writingprograms/teacherresources/wpguide/wpgoals.htm 


Required Texts & Supplies

· Hornby, Nick.  High Fidelity
· Alexie, Sherman.  Indian Killer
· Haddon, Mark.  The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time

· Sebold, Alice.  The Lovely Bones

· Atwood, Margaret.  Oryx and Crake

· Jensen, Liz.  Egg Dancing

The following Websites have material that will be useful for class and you may want to print copies of what they discuss:

· http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/general/gl_fiction.html
· http://dianahacker.com/writersref/pdf/WritingAboutLit-REF.pdf
If you don’t have a handbook for MLA documentation, you will find the following website useful:

· http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/
Binder to keep all work

81/2 x 11 manila folder for submitting papers

Floppy disks or other electronic system for backing up work in class and at home

You should also familiarize yourself with the following:

· The ASU Writing Programs Guide.  Located at:

http://www.asu.edu/writingprograms/teacherresources/wpguide/wpguide.htm  

· 
 Student Codes of Conduct.  Located at 
 http://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/sta/sta104-01.html
Course Requirements: Writing

Assignments

(3 developed papers of 5-7 pages

(Team presentation

(Reading Response Journal & In-class Writing which serve as one paper
( Take-home final

Grade Distribution:

Paper 1



15%

Paper 2



20%

Paper 3



20%

The Reading Response Journal
15%

(75% for polished writing)


Take-home final


5%

Attendance & Participation 

10%




Heuristics



5%

(25% for process

Team Presentation


10%

Grading System

During the semester plus minus grades will be assigned to papers; however, final course grades will use the whole grade system of A, B, C, D, E
Individual Paper Grades
	A = 4.0
	A- = 3.67
	B+ = 3.33
	B = 3.0
	B- = 2.67
	C+ = 2.33

	C = 2.0
	C- = 1.67
	D+ =1.33
	D = 1.0
	D- = .7
	E =.3


Final Course Grades
	A = 3.5-4.0
	B = 2.7-3.49
	C = 1.7-2.69
	D = .7-1.69
	E = 0.0-0.69


The Response Journal

Research shows that the journal is one of the most effective tools in helping your prepare for class discussion and writing papers.  It also means that we can avoid in-class quizzes on reading which I do not like and which waste class time.  The journal is made up of three parts: 1) your reflective responses to the novel, 2) summary of article and application to the novel and 3) in-class writing including reflections on your papers.  Each entry is assigned a grade of 1-4, 4 being the highest and equivalent to an A.  I will then average the responses to assign your overall response journal grade, so missing a journal entry can lower your overall average and therefore hurt your journal grade and overall course grade.  On the other hand, doing all of the journals can really help your overall course grade.

1. Reflective responses to the novel: As you look through the syllabus, you will see that I have assigned a number of reflective responses to the novels that are due at the beginning of class on the day specified in the syllabus.  Usually I will give you a question for these reflective journals that I want you to consider, and I will post those questions on my WebPages for the course.  Each of these will be collected at the beginning of class on the day specified in the syllabus.  They should be at 1-2 typed pages, and since I will have read the novel, you do not need to summarize the plot of the novel in your journal entry.

2. Summary of articles & application to the novel: Occasionally your reading response will require that you read an article related to the novel and on those occasions, I will ask you to summarize the article and then apply the article to the novel. These journals should be 1-2 pages long and include both a brief but complete summary of the article in your own words (labeled “summary) and a thoughtful application showing how the article helps us understand the arguments made by the novel (labeled “application”).

The Summary portion: A summary is a condensed restatement in your own words of the content of a piece of writing, with a focus on the central idea and main points that support or explain the central idea(s).  Writing a summary allows you to think about what the writer wrote about.  Therefore, in the summary section, you summarize in your own words the most important ideas.  You will want to try to be accurate in this brief section.  Begin the summary by identifying the author, the author’s position or title, and the title of the work you are summarizing.  For example, In the extract entitled “The Beauty Myth,” Naomi Wolf argues that . . .. Follow this with the author’s controlling idea of the work; then write about the key points the author makes.  Using your own words will help you remember the passage better and give you a better understanding of the passage, so it is best to not quote from the original work.  Do not put your own feelings or your own opinions about the work into this part of response.  

The Application portion: In this section, you should consider how the article acts as an interesting lens for the novel.  How does the article give you a different way to examine the novel we have read?  Does it contradict what the novel implies?  Does it support the novel’s thesis?  Does it illustrate the viewpoint of the main character or one of the supporting characters?  Does it give us greater insight into the motivation of one of the characters and so support the thesis of the novel?  Does it add weight overall to the novelist’s underlying thesis.  Prove your claims by giving specific examples backed up with relevant short quotations from the article and the novel.  Address specific ideas and avoid making vague general statements that are unsupported; for example, “I really liked this article.”

3. Reflections on Your Writing: After you have written a paper, I will ask you to reflect on that process in writing.  These will be done on the day you submit the paper.  On other occasions, I may begin class or end class with some in-class writing.  In each case, you should give your best effort to this in class work. 

Team Presentation (worth 10%) of grade

I will put you into groups of five, and each group will introduce the author and the novel to the rest of class by means of a PowerPoint presentation and handouts for the class.   The presentation will comprise several elements:

· Biographical material about the author (you will find this material on the Literature Resource Center and on websites some of which are linked to the class WebPages I’ve made and by conducting research on the Web.  
· Discussion of the novel’s critical and popular reception based on 2 formal book reviews (from magazines/newspapers such as The New Yorker, The Guardian The Atlantic, Harper’s, The New York Times Book Review which you can find via Ebsco or Lexis Nexis).  
· Discussion of several reader reviews that you can find on Amazon.com or Amazon.co.uk for example.  
· Brief overview of the novel and explanation of which critical approach you think would work with this novel and why
· Discussion of one article that you find via Ebsco or another online database or from one of your classes that is related to an issue addressed by the novel. 
· A brief class discussion that you lead (create 3 or 4 questions we should consider; for example how does the author’s life, social background, education, work experience tie into the novel?  How are women portrayed in the novel and why? etc.)
The team presentation should make use of the computer classroom; for example, showing us related websites and using PowerPoint in the presentation.  It should last approximately 30 minutes including the class discussion the team leads.  The team should create a hard copy of the bibliography that lists all the sources used in the presentation make enough copies for the whole class.

For grading you should submit to me:

· Electronic copy of your PowerPoint presentation sent to me on email

· Hard copy of your bibliography

· Hard copy of the article you used to pair up with the novel

· Hard copies of all the reviews you used in your presentation

· A list of the discussion questions you created

· Completed team evaluation sheets (your individual grade will depend on how well you contributed to the overall team effort)

Course Requirements: Attendance & Participation

Attendance & Participation: Because so much of your learning will take place in class, you must attend and participate on a regular basis to receive credit for this course.  If you miss more than 6 class meetings, you cannot pass this course regardless of the reason for your absence.  This includes university-sanctioned activities and illnesses.  This is a Writing Programs policy and is non-negotiable.  “Attendance means being present, on time, and prepared for the entire class period.  A student who is chronically late to class, leaves early, or is not prepared to participate in the day’s work will not receive attendance and participation credit.”  I expect you to attend all class meetings and miss class only in rare and unavoidable circumstances.  Should you arrive for class after I have called the roll, it is your responsibility to ensure that I correct the roll at the end of that class.

Participation Grade: 
To earn an “A” for participation, you may only miss 3 classes, you must have your texts and drafts with you, and you must actively participate in class discussion and group work

To earn a “B” for participation, you may only miss 4-5 classes, you must have your texts and drafts with you, and you must actively participate in class discussion and group work

To earn a “C” for participation, you may only miss 6 classes, you must your have your texts and drafts with you, and you must actively participate in class discussion and group work

Please note that merely attending the class does not mean that you will earn one of these grades.  You could never miss a class and only earn a C for participation if you are unprepared or you do not engage fully.  Again, if you miss more than 6 classes, you will fail the class.

If I need to cancel class because my car broke down or if I am ill, I will try to have one of my office mates post a sign on the door of the classroom.  I will try to post an announcement on Blackboard as well.  However, if you come to class and I’m not here 15 minutes after class was due to start, please assume that class is cancelled.

Classroom Protocol: We will spend much of our class time in discussions and workshops. Regardless of the class format, you are expected to be prepared, to listen, to contribute, and to participate in an appropriate fashion.  

Cell phones: Should be silent during class and left in your bag.  Please note that my own cell phone is the size of a brick, so don’t tempt me with your own.  Likewise, I don’t have an IPOD so keep that in your bag and not on the desk in class.

On days when a draft is due for peer revision, you will be expected to come with a complete typed draft.  Failing to come with a completed draft will affect your attendance/participation grade and your polished paper grade.  Your polished paper grade will be reduced by ½ grade for each peer review you miss.  Even if your draft is incomplete, it is better to attend the peer review class rather than miss class since missing too many classes could result in your failing the class.  Moreover, if you come, you will earn partial participation credit.  

We will also spend class time writing.  For example, we will often begin class with in-class journal writing and you should give your best effort to these writing activities since your reflective journal grade will be affected by this work.

Course Requirements: Preparation

Preparation

Reading: Although we have an extensive list of novels in this class, they are short and can be read quickly.  To be prepared for this class, you do need to read ahead so that on the day we have the team presentation, you can share your ideas and make informed comments.  Most college readers in a literature course find that they need to read a work at least twice before class discussion.  On the first reading they read through the novel quickly to understand the plot.  Then they go back and read more slowly, annotating the work as they read.  I urge you to adopt this practice because it actually saves you time.

Writing:  Since this is a writing course, you must come to each class prepared to write, to share your drafts with others, and to revise what you have already written.  This means you must work steadily in class and on your own.  Plan to spend three hours outside of class for every hour in class.  Writing classes frequently require more time from students.

Papers & Reading Responses: All drafts of papers and reading responses must be typed or computer printed and double-spaced.  Put your name, my name, the course title, the date, and title of your work on the first page.  Use one-inch margins and a readable 11 or 12-point font.  Number all pages and put your name on each page, staple your paper.  For grading, submit in your paper in a manila folder with invention/heuristic work, drafts, and peer reviews.  Reading Responses do not need to be submitted in a folder, but please make sure that you put your name on each page and that you staple pages.

Academic Honesty: To plagiarize is to present as your own any work that is not exclusively your own, and it violates the University policy on Academic Integrity: “Each student has an obligation to act with honesty and integrity, and to respect the rights of others in carrying out all academic assignments.”  If you are caught plagiarizing, you may fail the assignment, fail the course, or you may be dismissed from the university.  It is the University’s policy to severely penalize plagiarism of all, or a portion, of any assignment.   For a complete definition of plagiarism and explanation of the university policies, please see the following:

http://www.asu.edu/clas/english/writingprograms/teacherresources/wpguide/questions.htm#11policy
Keeping all work: Keep all your writing for this course including in-class and out-of-class working notes, drafts, revisions, final drafts, reflections on your writing, and workshop responses.  I suggest using a 3 Ring Binder with dividers.  When you revise a paper, save it under a different file name so it’s clear to you that this is the next revision.  Keep several back-up versions of your work because computers regularly become infected with a virus.  It could be disastrous for you grade wise if you cannot produce evidence of your work at semester’s end.

Late Paper Policy

I do not accept late assignments.  If you are sick on the day an assignment is due, you should arrange to have a friend deliver that paper to me during office hours or bring official documentation (such as a complete doctor’s note—a copy of your prescription is not enough) when you return.  If this is an extended absence, you should phone or email me as soon as possible to discuss your return and submission of work.  Journals, in-class work and summary responses to the articles may not be made up.

Revision Policy

You may revise one graded paper in this class excluding paper # 3 (since that comes in too late for a revision).  Your revision is due 10 days after the graded paper has been returned to you. You must schedule an appointment to discuss your revision prior to revising the paper.  You should submit the original paper and grade sheet and your new version of the paper.

The Public Nature of Class Writing and Discussion:

This class relies not only on writing but on discussion as well.  Part of becoming a good writer is learning to appreciate the ideas and criticisms of others, and in this course our purpose is to come together as a community of writers.  Remember that you will often be expected to share your writing with others.  Avoid writing about things that you may not be prepared to subject to public scrutiny or that you feel so strongly about that you are unwilling to listen to perspectives other than your own.  This does not mean that you are not entitled to an opinion but that you adopt positions responsibly, contemplating the effects on others, that you take responsibility for your words and for engagement with the words of others.  Be aware that our class will be composed of diverse members; it is your responsibility to use appropriate language in class and in writing and to respect the opinions and cultures of others, per university guidelines outlined in the Student Code of Conduct.  

Problem Solving:

Since each writer’s needs are unique, this course will provide lots of individual attention and feedback from me.  Please please bring your drafts to me in office hours with specific questions you would like to address.  I won’t proofread and edit your draft, but I will discuss specific problems you want to solve so do come and see me.  .  I also encourage you to seek reactions to your ideas and drafts from people outside this class.  In addition, if you have problems with grammar and punctuation and so on, please use the Writing Center located on the 3rd floor of the English.  

Do come and see me during office hours, email me, or make an appointment if you wish to discuss issues connected with this class and/or your performance. Please discuss concerns with me while we still have options. I tend to be generous with students who take the initiative to consult with me about concerns while they are still “situations” and “not yet crises,” and less generous with those who permit things to slide until a crisis is unavoidable.  Even if you have no problems, do try and visit me in office hours or set up an appointment with me at least twice during the semester to discuss the class and your progress.  If anything arises about which you want an opinion other than mine, please contact the Director of the Writing Programs, LLB 314, 965 3168.

Remember: You are responsible for all University, Departmental, and Writing Programs policies, whether you have read them or not.
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