Journal Prompt # 10 
Due Wed 16th Nov 

Write about any aspect of this novel, Egg Dancing, that you find intriguing. For example, you might explore the notion of the Perfect Baby Drug (page 215 and later on 235 we learn many details about the Perfect Baby, Katie Koo). You might explore the pharmacological approach to mental health that Jensen satirizes (p.31). You might explore how Jensen satirizes TV Evangelism. 

It's your choice.
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 Reading Response # 9: Oryx and Crake 
Due:Wed November 9th 
Choose one of the following: 

Oryx and Crake includes many details that seem futuristic, but are in fact already apparent in our world. What parallels were you able to draw between the items in the world of the novel and those in your own? Consider not just the genetic engineering but also the society as a whole. Think about how the economic and intellectual disparities in Atwood's world that mean that people live either in the tightly controlled Compounds of the elites, or in the more open but seedier and more dangerous Pleeblands. 

Using the handout “Reading and Writing About Literature” available under “course documents” on blackboard, write either a Marxist or Feminist analysis of Oryx and Crake. In other words, how would a Marxist look at the society Atwood describes ? Consider who has the power in this society that Jimmy inhabits. Likewise, how would a feminst view the society Atwood describes? Consider how reproduction has been changed and again who appears to have the power. Reading Response # 8 
Due: Wed 19th Oct 

Read the two articles I gave out in class on Asperger's syndrome. Summarize the articles so that you clearly describe Asperger's syndrome. Then apply to the novel by showing how Christopher illustrates the traits the authors describe. In what ways does he differ? 

If you have lost the articles, you can look them up on Academic Search Premier (Ebsco): 
1. Title: Asperger's syndrome. 
Source: Harvard Mental Health Letter; Feb2005, Vol. 21 Issue 8, p4-8, 2p 

2. Title: Albert Einstein, Andy Kaufman, and Andy Warhol: The 
Controversial Disorder They May Have Shared. 
Authors:Rowe, Claudia 
Source: Biography; Dec2003, Vol. 7 Issue 12, p86-114, 4p, 1c[image: image2.png]
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Reading Response 7 
Due Monday 10th Oct 

Describe carefully heaven as it is presented in the novel The Lovely Bones. In what ways is this appropriate for a teenage girl? Regardless of your own views, what might someone find comforting in this view? What might be disturbing? Speculate as to why Sebold has constructed this view of heaven. Does it, for example, somehow seem in keeping with our times, and if so, how?[image: image5.png]


 Reading Response Journal 
Response # 1 
Due: Mon 29 Aug 
Write a 1-2 page double-spaced response to the story “Weekend” by Fay Weldon. What are your reactions to this story? If you wish, use the article on feminist criticism to guide your response. Consider the following questions as you respond, but don’t try to answer them all or make your journal a series of answers to this question. Remember, this should be a piece of continuous prose. Try to use brief quotations from the story to back up your ideas. Remember to put quotations in sentences with your words to avoid orphan quotations and then follow that sentence with new sentence that explains what the quotation proves or explains its relevance. Make the connection for me. 

What strikes you about the marriage between Martha and Martin? Who does all of the work and what is your evidence? What would you conclude about family life for an upper middle class family in England in the late 1970s? What effect does Weldon’s use of “what Martin says and what Martha thinks” have on the story and your understanding of the woman’s place? Would you conclude that Weldon is a feminist author, and if so why?[image: image6.png]


 Reading Journal # 2 
Reading Response Two 
Due Wed Aug 31st 

Write a reading response on either “Minimal” or the extract from “Fever Pitch.” If you wish, you may use either the handout on Psychological Criticism or the handout on Cultural Criticism (both by Phillip Sipora) in your response. Or you may choose to use neither handout. You might consider the following: 

Fever Pitch traces the story of the author Nick Hornby from his first introduction to Arsenal Football Club through the trials and tribulations of over two decades as a devoted fan. Some read the book as a book about football. Some would say that the book is not about football at all, but about obsession, and about growing up, and about relationships. This extract focuses on his early exposure and his relationship with his father and reveals much about the culture of England in the late 60s. Hornby is often praised for insight into childhood, adolescence, and suburban life. How persuasive is this portrayal of a young boy and his Saturday afternoon outings with his father? 

“Minimal” is a short story by Maria McCann in which a couple pare down their lives and get the clutter out of their home, but the instinct for neatness and simplicity begins to veer towards insanity. Certainly many of us have longed for rooms free of clutter, and there are now Reality TV shows based on this premise. However that longing goes too far in this story. How realistic do you find this obsession in the story? What do you make of Ellie and Mack’s relationship? Do you see any connections to Fay Weldon’s story “Weekend?”[image: image7.png]


 Reading Response Journal 3 
Due Friday Sep 9th 
Choose one of the following prompts: 

1. Make your own Top Five list of songs that would be a soundtrack to your life. For each track, explain the event or situation associated with that song. Are the tracks you selected in line with what you currently listen to? How does your definition of good music compare to Rob's? Are you ever snobbish about music in the way that Rob is? Can you tell someone's character from the music they listen to? How important a role does music play in your life? 

2. Hornby has been praised for his ability to capture contemporary life. How true is this? To prove your claim look at either his descriptions of the record store and those who work and shop there (and compare to your own experiences) or his descriptions of his relationships with his first five girlfriends.[image: image8.png]


 Reading Response Journal 4 
Due: 
Friday 16th September 

Use one of the three articles I gave out in class. Summarize the article carefully in your own words. Then apply the article to the novel. Back up your assertions with relevant brief quotations from the novel.[image: image9.png]


 Reading Response to Indian Killer 
Due: Wed 21st Sep 
Choose one of the following: 

One of the important issues in this novel is the question of identity. In your journal, consider how and why tribal identity is so important in this novel? 
Or 

Sherman Alexie, through the character of Marie, Professor Mather, and Wilson explores the “Indian wannabe,” and in particular, writers who claim to have Indian blood or who claim to write about the Native American experience. In your journal, explore the issue of the “Indian wannabe. What does Alexie seem to be saying about these people?

