Duerden 218 fall 2006


English 218 Fall 06: Assignment Two
Heuristic 1 Due: Friday Oct 20th
Heuristics 2 Due: Mon Oct 23
Heuristic 3 Due: Wed Oct 25
First Draft Due: Fri Oct 27
Polished Draft Due: Wed Nov 1
For this assignment, I’d like you to write on The Ninth Life of Louis Drax, Family Tree, or Case Histories.  Use one of these prompts or write your own, but I must see your prompt before you begin the heuristics.  Remember, our focus is on what these novels tell us about our culture.  What arguments about our culture, if you will, are these novels making?  

1. Argue that Liz Jensen successfully captures the voice of a deeply disturbed nine-year-old, and in so doing, she reveals something (you decide what) about childhood in the 21st century.  To make this argument, you should consider the various techniques she uses to convey Louis’s character and his limited understanding of the adult world.  Also consider also how perceptive he is at times.  Think about how much he does not understand and the resulting gap between what he understands and what we can work out as adults.  
2. Argue that Jensen’s use of two narrators is a successful way to tell this particular pyschological mystery thriller and explain why   Remember, the novel is narrated by Louis and by Dr Dannachet. At this link Interview with Liz Jensen, (http://www.threemonkeysonline.com/article_liz_jensen_the_ninth_life_louis_drax.htm) Jensen says, “I would have loved to tell the whole story through Louis’ voice, but I couldn’t, so I brought in the doctor. It sharpened the pace, and I liked the tension between the mature, rather weak and self-deceiving man and the plain-speaking, emotionally brave child. I think that two narrative voices can give a good momentum: that’s what I was after.”   What is gained from having the two narrators retell events from their perspectives?
3. When reflecting on Natalie’s manipulation of men Detective Charvillefort says ‘Men want to think the best of women, especially if they’re attractive. Isn’t there some truth in that? That we attribute moral goodness to attractive people?’ ( 216). In your paper, argue that this is true in the novel by exploring how various characters react to Natalie, and then consider how true it is of society in general.  You may find support for this notion (that we trust attractive people more) by using Academic Search Premier.
4. Natalie appears to suffer from a form of Munchausen by Proxy Disorder, a factitious disorder.  This article, “On the importance of motivation in Munchausen by Proxy: the case of Kathy Bush” by Herbert Schreiera which is available through Elsevier Science Direct (through ASU libraries) doi:10.1016/S0145-2134(02)00329-0  talks about the disorder in detail.  This article gives a victim’s perspective: My Mother Caused My Illness: The Story Of A Survivor Of Munchausen By Proxy Syndrome  by Mark Bryk and Patricia Siegel,  in the journal Pediatrics, 00314005, July 1997, Vol. 100, Issue 1and is available through Academic Search Premier http://search.ebscohost.com.ezproxy1.lib.asu.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=9707174607&site=ehost-live
Using these two articles and others in addition if you wish, define the disorder and argue that Jensen creates a believable and convincing depiction of the disorder.

5. The Ninth Life of Louis Drax  can be described as a psychological mystery thriller. How does Jensen maintain suspense and momentum in her narrative?  By looking at the various ways she maintains suspense and misleads the reader, argue that the novel is an effective psychological mystery thriller.  
6. Although this novel deals with dark themes and grim situations, Dr Dannachet optimistically thinks positively after all that has occurred: “I still tend towards optimism, still believe just as firmly in the power of hope” (Jensen 222).  Argue that this is an optimistic novel and use the text to support your claim.
7. In both The Ninth Life of Louis Drax and The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time we have unusual narrators and very  honest narrators. In each novel, there is a gap between what the unaware but direct narrator knows (Christopher and Louis) and what the reader gleans. In your paper, argue that the two narrators work in similar ways to realistically portray how a child functions in an adult world.
8. Rebecca Monroe would like to think we’re all products of our own personal histories, i.e. what we’ve experienced. Her husband Alistair thinks we’re all products of our family’s history, a result of genetic traits passed down from generation to generation. It’s an old argument, nurture vs. nature, and something that Alistair studies for a living as a behavioral geneticist. But for Rebecca, there’s more at stake in the argument than a career or dissertation: Rebecca’s family tree has one branch fewer than most. Her grandmother and grandfather were first cousins in a loveless but childbearing marriage. And her mother killed herself after years of suffering bipolar disorder. In your paper, explore how much of her own personality is a result of her environment and how much of her self can she claim as uniquely her own?  In other words, argue that the novel shows that we are a product of nature (genes) or nurture(experience) or both.

9. This novel contains a wealth of information for any cultural critic who is especially interested in 1970s England.  Analyze the novel to show what we learn about gender, race, and class in England in the 1970s.

10. At the start of The Family Tree we are introduced to Rebecca’s early fascination with words and their definitions. This fascination, carried into her adulthood, is fundamental to the book’s structure – sections and chapters often begin with definitions of words that relate to the particular section or chapter’s content. Look at the section headings that Rebecca defines. Because she does not often give the entire definition of a word, think about what is significant about the parts of the definition she does reveal.  Argue that these definitions influence the way we interpret the text
11. Argue that the novel reveals how sibling rivalries repeat themselves in various ways by considering  Rebecca’s relationship with her sister Tiffany, and comparing the ways in which they deal with their complicated past (i.e. Rachel’s participation in Alistair’s study vs. Tiffany’s “Family Affairs” column). Compare their relationship with that of Doreen and Suzanne, and then Alicia and Betty’s.  What does Cadwalladr seem to say about genetic inheritance and learned behavior through these relationships?   

12. Motherhood, and the complicated relationship that exists between mother and daughter, is as central to the book as the arguments about genetic inheritance and learned behavior. Compare the relationships between Doreen and Alicia, Doreen and Cynthia (Doreen’s mother-in-law), Doreen and Rebecca, Doreen and Tiffany, and Suzanne and Lucy.  What is Cadwalladr saying about mother/daughter relationships in this novel?  

13. Doreen is a dominant character in the novel, not only because of her role in Rebecca’s life and Rebecca’s preoccupation with her death, but because of her vivacious, volatile, and domineering personality. Consider her behavior throughout the book in light of her bipolar disorder, from her manic housekeeping to her postpartum depression to the final, frantic days of her life as she prepared for the wedding of Charles and Diana. Why is her character so compelling? Argue that she is a sympathetic character but consider whether we are able to  sympathize with her completely?

14.  Cultural Analysis: Review each extracts from Rebecca’s dissertation on TV shows and films.  In your paper, pick out no more than three TV shows that either were important in your youth or are important now in the way they reflect the values of our culture.  Make sure that you describe the show as Rebecca does, explain what values the show embodies, and suggest why those values were important at the time or are important now.  Try to imitate the tone she employs when she analyzes the shows in your description.  Consider whether the shows present an idealized vision of life?  Do/did the shows appeal to certain values such as greed or wealth or prurience for example?  Is that what makes them popular?  Conclude by considering what we can learn about our culture by looking at these shows.  You might explore, for example, Reality TV as a 90s phenomenon and speculate as to why that genre has become so popular. Remember, Reality TV appears to be “real” but we know such shows are carefully plotted and sometimes even scripted.   You might explore the “makeover shows” and speculate why those shows have become so popular.  Those shows tend to follow a similar plot line in which disaster threatens (the woman being made over rebels) but the experts solve the problems and all is well.  Does this relate to our own need for happy ever after stories?
15. Argue that Family Tree is a novel about family secrets and the havoc that such secrets can wreak on those keeping the secrets and the generations that follow.

16. On the surface, Kate Atkinson's Case Histories is a book about a series of unrelated murders.  However, this novel transcends the limitations of the mystery genre by subverting the rules of the mystery novel, by using comedy, and by exploring the notion that grief and loss go "on and on and on," even when the mystery is solved and the truth is revealed.  Or argue that one way this novel transcends the mystery genre is as a result of Atkinson’s focus on the daily realities of imperfect relationships: a mother who loves one daughter and not the others; sisters who carry childhood squabbles well into middle age; the absurd vengefulness of divorced couples and the lop-sidedness of single parenthood. 

17. Jackson Brodie is a private detective who differs significantly from most fictionalized private detectives.  A genuinely nice guy, Jackson is driven restore the wounded by discovering the truth.  He is described by one character as “the last good man standing.”  He is better at solving other people's problems than fixing his own life.  Is Jackson one of the last good men and if so, what illustrates this?
18. If you have read other detective novels, compare Jackson Brody with another detective in a novel you are familiar with to see how he differs from a more traditional detective.
19. One of the themes of this book is the parent-child bond. Discuss the various parent child relationships depicted in the novel and argue for which is the most healthy and why?  What do we learn about parenting from this novel?

20. The epigraph to the novel is " Ye shall know the Truth and the truth shall make you free."  In your essay consider whether this is true by examining how the truth affects the various characters in each of the case histories.  
21. Michelle thinks to herself: " Novels gave you a completely false idea about life, they told lies and they implied there were endings when in reality there were no endings, everything just went on and on and on" (42). Is Michelle’s notion correct when applied to Case Histories and the characters in the novel?  Are the cases resolved satisfactorily or not?  
Composition

· Your purpose in these essays is to persuade readers (the class and of course me) that you have a valid argument.  Therefore, you are really writing an argument in which you want to persuade your readers that you have a reasonable set of claims.  To accomplish this, you will need a clear thesis supported by reasons and textual evidence from the novel. 

Your textual evidence, by way of quotations and details from the novel, should be carefully integrated into your essay.  Remember that quotations should always be incorporated into sentences with your words.  A quotation cannot stand on its own as a sentence
· You should aim to produce at least 5 typed double spaced pages with one-inch margins.  You may use outside sources such as the book reviews, interviews, and articles you find on the Literature Resource Center, Academic Search Premier, Lexis Nexis, or even from your textbooks for other classes.  If you do use outside sources, make sure you do not plagiarize by giving full credit to the author even if you just paraphrase rather than quote the idea

· Always use present tense: Hornby writes, or Hornby reveals.  You should use MLA documentation (Fielding 27) in your essay, and you should have a complete works cited page.

· Remember, generally your thesis comes at the end of the first paragraph in which you introduce the novel and then your focus.  Your conclusion should do more than merely summarize the novel.  You should, instead, consider the implications of what you have demonstrated or argued in your paper.  In other words, do conclude something.

· Give your essay a title (don’t use a title page).  Use one-inch margins and 11 or 12-point font.  Put your name and my name on each page in the top right-hand corner using the header command.  Number pages and put in the bottom right hand corner.  When you submit your final paper, also submit your draft, peer review sheet, and invention activities all in a manila folder.

Heuristics

1. Explain which novel you are drawn to write about and why.  Then select one of the assignment prompts.   Put the prompt into your own words (paraphrase what it is asking you to argue) and explain why you want to use that prompt to develop your paper.  Now write a preliminary thesis.
2. Write out your first draft of a thesis from heuristic one and then give a series of reasons or claims that you will develop to support your thesis.  When you have listed each claim, go back and cite the incident that illustrates the point you want to make and then find a relevant quote from the novel:

	Thesis: 



	Reason/Claim
	Passage/Incident
	Quote

	
	
	


3. Write a first draft of your introduction that ends with your thesis.  Your task here is to move from the larger issue to your focused thesis.  
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