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The Lilith Question

Why would God punish Lilith for leaving?

If the story was indeed modified by men to defend the patriarchy, one simple explanation would be that the punishment was just added to the story to make what Lilith did a crime against God and man and to further make her a villain.  However, the punishment could also be seen as a test of her devotion to her cause. Lilith was willing to accept the punishment for her actions making her a sort of martyr for equality.  In this view she stops being the villain and becomes the woman so devout to her notion of justice that she’d make incredible sacrifices to defend it.

“I’ve had nothing yet, so I can’t take more”
In this text, I learned that quite a bit of Jewish treatment for women is derived from the grammar and word choices in the Bible.  Could “he” really have been the “they” or “it” of the time and changed the interpretation of the words for millennia?  It seems almost akin to the use of the first creation story to fight the theory of evolution.  It’s hard to say what we read is really what was meant or how different society would have been were there a “she” where a “he” was.
A Question of Boundaries

Saying, dibra Torah Beleshon bnai adam, implies the limitations based on human language.  Since human language is biased based on the culture and time period in which it is used, it brings the absoluteness of Biblical laws into question. How can Jewish society decide which laws should be practiced?

The most natural solution seems to be to interpret laws as they reflect the values of society.  This solution, however, promotes that status quo even if it is harmful. A patriarchal society would have patriarchal laws that would, intentional or not, hinder the advancement of its members.

Another solution would be to treat laws with the most liberal interpretation possible, to minimize the oppressive effect of ambiguity on society.  This could go to far in the opposite direction.  Should a cheeseburger be kosher simply because it doesn’t use goat meet or goat milk?

Ambiguity is a blurring of definition and absolute solutions simply would not suffice. What society could instead do is search for equality in its laws, ideally towards the goal of strengthening the law. Hearing the shofar sound and wearing tefillin are examples of laws that could be bound to all Jews, strengthening instead of weakening them.  Women bearing witness is a stronger point of contention, but in it is the advancement of equality.  Though laws may be ambiguous and there is no absolute truth known to us, they can move toward equality, which is a step towards recognizing we are all created B’Tzelem Elohim.
