Critical paper 1

Suggested paper topics

1. The different roles assigned to women in Greek culture, as described in Euripides’s Medea.

2. Medea as a woman usurping male privileges and powers.

3. Revenge as a social/public and private matter in Greek tragedy.

4. Women’s situation as married and unmarried in Greek culture (and as part of a family structure), as reflected in Euripides’s Medea.

5. Love and madness in Medea.

6. The function of verbal acts (curses, prayers, invocations, blessings) in Medea.

7. Everyman: Enforcing the importance of the soul, or subverting dogma?.
8. Everyman as a discussion of mankind’s responsibility for its own salvation, and why this may seen incompatible with Catholic Church dogma of the Middle Ages (or does it?).
9. An analysis of the seeming contradictions between Machiavelli’s political philosophy and traditional Christian ideals.
10. Family ties and Machiavellian complications in Shakespeare’s Richard II.
11. Richard II as a refutation of the theory of divine kingship.
12. Richard II : an Aristotelian Tragedy?

13. Rumor, hearsay and plain gossip in Shakespeare’s Richard II.

14. The significance of treason, treachery, and traitors in Richard II
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