
ENGLISH 331: AMERICAN DRAMA 
 
FINAL RESEARCH PAPER 
Guidelines 
 
Topic: Select a topic (suggested below), or suggest one yourself. E-mail me on or before November 30 to let 
me know which topic you will be working on AND include a fully articulated thesis statement for your 
paper. The thesis statement can naturally be modified later when you are working on your paper, but I 
want you to have a solid starting point for this project in order to focus your research. The paper should 
be written in persuasive, elegant, and academically appropriate English. 
 
Format: The finished paper should be double-spaced, ca 10 pages, and citing at least 3 secondary sources 
(no more than one may be an online source) in addition to your primary source(s). Naturally, you can 
have as many sources as you like above and beyond the three required. 
 
Documentation: Either MLA or APA documentation styles are acceptable. Hybrids or mixtures of the two 
are not. For more information on MLA and APA, please visit 
http://www.asu.edu/duas/wcenter/handouts.html
 
Research: I strongly recommend using the Hayden Library catalog as a starting point. Find at least one 
book that gives you a general introduction to your subject matter. However, since your paper is relatively 
short you will need to get to the point quickly, and you will need sources that deal with your topic 
specifically. Scholarly articles are perfect for this, and they are significantly shorter than books (usually 
15-40 pages). Use the library online indexes  to search the MLA Bibliography, The Humanities Full text 
Abstract, and other indexes that focus on humanist research. 
 
I suggest you use the online resources available to you from the ASU library. Another place to find many 
excellent articles in full text is http://www.jstor.org which is only accessible on campus. JSTOR articles 
have been previously published in hardcopy elsewhere and are therefore considered off-line sources.  
 
Assistance: 
The Hayden Library research librarians are very helpful and can assist you with tips on how to use the 
various indexes.  
If you need assistance and advice on how to formulate a workable thesis statement, feedback on your 
research and ideas for this paper, or any other project for this course, please contact me by email or talk to 
me during office hours.  
 
Submission: The paper is due November 30 at midnight. 
The preferred method of submission is to email the paper to me as an attachment. The file should be in
MS Word, Word Perfect, or Rich Text format. If you submit the paper to me electronically I will return
it to you with comments embedded in the paper using MS Word’s comment feature. 
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