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ENG 329+394

Fall 2002

Web Resources Exercise

Due date:  September 11

Research Questions.  Answer the following briefly but completely.  Cite complete sources using MLA format (for more info about MLA citation format, visit http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/Works-Cited) including URL.  You need to identify the online source by URL and all published sources by complete MLA citation.  You must use reliable online sources.  If you use a suspect source, you need to explain why you believe the information to be accurate.  If you have any questions about evaluating online sources of information, see the Widener University Library site (http://www2.widener.edu/Wolfgram-Memorial-Library/webevaluation/webeval.htm).

N.B.  For this exercise you are not allowed to consult a research librarian.  Use your own ingenuity and knowledge.  All questions can be answered through internet sources.

1) Find the source of the following quotation and then translate it into graceful, idiomatic English (you need not know how to speak French in order to complete this assignment):

En donnant à une oeuvre entreprise depuis bientôt treize ans, le titre de la Comédie humaine, il est nécessaire d'en dire la pensée, d'en raconter l'origine, d'en expliquer brièvement le plan, en essayant de parler de ces choses comme si je n'y étais pas intéressé. Ceci n'est pas aussi difficile que le public pourrait le penser. Peu d'oeuvres donne beaucoup d'amour-propre, beaucoup de travail donne infiniment de modestie. Cette observation rend compte des examens que Corneille, Molière et autres grands auteurs faisaient de leurs ouvrages : s'il est impossible de les égaler dans leurs belles conceptions, on peut vouloir leur ressembler en ce sentiment.

2) Which two Victorian writers wrote about a seal-skin and a merman respectively?

3) George Sand, George Eliot, and Michael Field share something in common besides the fact that all were writers.  What did they have in common?

4) What did Colonel Blood (Thomas Blood) steal from the Tower of London on 9 May 1671?

5) What was the name of the utopian community Robert Owen established in America and where was it located?

6) In which famous Victorian poem do the following lines appear:

For life is but a dream whose shapes return,                

  Some frequently, some seldom, some by night

And some by day, some night and day: we learn,

  The while all change and many vanish quite,

In their recurrence with recurrent changes

A certain seeming order; where this ranges                  

  We count things real; such is memory's might.

7) What’s the best site on the Web for access to the online novels of George Gissing?

8) Describe (briefly) how Dr. Acton’s invention intended to cure the problem of nocturnal emissions in men worked and tell us where we can find a picture of the device.

9) True or false.  “Fair use” provisions of the copyright law allow one to reproduce a full picture of a painting on one’s website provided the painter has been dead for more than 70 years.  Cite the source of your information and why you believe it is accurate.

10) What was “Baron Corvo’s” Christian name and what baronial estate did he possess?

11) Briefly describe Matthew Arnold’s reaction to the trampling of flower beds in Hyde Park during a demonstration in 1866.

12) What did Dante Gabriel Rossetti leave in his first wife’s, Lizzie Siddal’s, coffin and what did he do with it after his friends dug her up to retrieve it?

13) What is a human “mudlark”?

14) What is the earliest use of the term degenerate in English?

15) In one paragraph, summarize the point Charles Darwin makes about the evolution of pears in his Origin of Species.
16) Cite the location (chapter and verse) of the following quote from the King James Bible:

And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

17) What was laudanum, and why was it given to babies?

