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Assignment #4, part 1

This map is a fair representation of the Lake Louise area in Alberta, Canada.  It is graphically mediocre due to improper scaling of features and not a lot of information about recreational features or Lake Louis, but it does provide a decent about of information pertaining to the region to assist travelers.  The map itself is missing a scale to demonstrate distance, signifying its biggest weakness.  It is also difficult to read due to the business of the map and size conflicts.

Below is an excellent example of graphics detailing glacier caves at the Baltoro Glacier located in the Baltisian region of Pakistan.  The map is scaled down, but provides an accurate scale and shows a clearly mapped network of glacial caves and surrounding elevations.  The map does not have detail which would be distracting to its readers, but valuable, precise and accurate information about the network.   
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Assignment #4, part 2

The Cognitive Style of PowerPoint

The use of PowerPoint has many limitations, especially in scientific and engineering applications.  Bullets and fragments of information leave out technical details that need to be relayed to employees, mid-level managers up to high-level, senior operatives.  The lack of communication is often lost as it travels up hierarchy levels.  


As in the Columbia disaster, the limited technical information provided to senior NASA scientists from Boeing engineers may have induced the lack of problem solving which led to the crisis.  Perhaps a more formal technical report been derived by engineers and submitted to NASA officials, details would have been documented more efficiently and processed through a chain of command to trouble shoot the problems with the shuttles wing prior to re-entry.  The bullet outline format did not provide the clarity needed to address the problems effectively.


PowerPoint may have some use in presenting facts at a business meeting, but the limited space on slides to convey important data and explanations causes communication glitches.  It should not be relied upon for technical scientific or engineering matters unless a new version for those fields can be improvised.  In business matters, lack of communication may still be highly effected when employees and managers only see facts, quotas and graphs demonstrating the corporations success or lack of success, due to missing the actual data discussed during an oral presentations mentioned in between the bullets.  As emails attachments circulate and staff members resort to viewing the attachment to reflect on the presentation bullet points and make business decisions, much of the necessary information may be left out.  

More serious applications and models are necessary for critical decision making then PP can offer and usage of PP by top level individuals may damage their credibility.  Paper handouts with facts and figures to assist an audience in conceptualizing a problem while a speaker is speaking during a presentation may be a more effective use of a presentation, or using PP simply as a way to show graphics and figures during a presentation. 

 In addition, more negativity surrounding PP is the idea of conveying to children to create a few slides of information rather than requiring them to write a report.  By guiding children into this pattern, the value of a rewarding education learning literature and writing styles could be trampled instead by providing children the simple ability to pitch a sales meeting in the future.   Furthermore, PP can often insult people’s intelligence by conveying its simplicity or be insensitive when presenting demographic information which relate to mortality rates.  The structure of PP is about power and authoritarianism, not data.   In essence, the idea of standing in front of an audience and reading a couple sentences aloud can be offensive.

Maybe PowerPoint can be used as a background illustrator to an audience with some figures and graphics displayed.  In essence, a proper meeting may benefit from its speaker providing handouts of data and speaking an informative presentation while only relying on PP as a feature to highlight the presentation.  The use of PP can obstruct our decisions, intellect and make our society lazy; a better interaction between the presenter and audience as well as format of the software is needed for better success and communication. 

