
Course Description

This course is designed to introduce students to a 

selection of major works in the major genres 

(poetry, the essay, the novel, drama, short fiction) 

across the Romantic, the Victorian and the Modern 

periods. We will with William Blake, at the end of

the eighteenth century, and end with Beckett. 
One purpose of the course is to offer an experience that will satisfy the distribution area for literature after 1800. Another is to prepare English majors for advanced work  in British and Irish literature after the Romantic period. Eng 222 takes the measure of an epoch, communicates its chief literary, artistic, social, political and philosophical ideas. It does not aim for completeness, nor for a balanced and representative selection. The overall objective is to give students a sense of literary history as preparation of more advanced study of English and Irish literature.   

Course Objectives

This course will provide an invaluable background experience for English majors (and the committed non-major) seeking to fulfill lower-division HU through General Studies. Student outcomes for the course are as follows:

· to know the chief characteristics of different genres (e.g., fiction, poetry, drama, non-fiction) in twentieth-century literary traditions

· to use English effectively and to write competent critical prose on literary subjects (e.g., to display competency in constructing simple and complex sentences)

· to have a fair understanding of the social and culture contexts of the literary traditions under discussion

· to read literary texts of all kinds with sensitivity and openmindedness

It is important to keep up with the reading as listed in the itinerary below. Because this course is designed primarily as an introductory sequence for the major, it is advisable to have had at least English 200 or its equivalent as a preparatory course.


Required Texts

· Greenblattt et al. Norton Anthology of English Literature, 9th ed. vol. 2 (2012)  

· Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre (Norton Critical Edition)

· ASU Department of English Guide to Style http://www.public.asu.edu/~dedalus/guidetostyle/index.html


Please Note: the assigned editions are the required editions. We will be using materials from these editions that are not available in any alternatives. All students are expected to be familiar with the Guide to Style.

Course Assignments and Policies

Assignments. All students will be asked to complete the following assignments. Failure to turn in any assignment or to take any examination may result in a failing grade for the assignment and/or course. All assignments posted on Blackboard.

Two term papers (5 pp)

       200 pts (100 ea)
4 reading quizzes (wks 5, 9, 13, 16)
       100 pts (25 ea)
Final Examination


       100 pts
Online Participation


         50 pts
In-class Participation


         50 pts





     Total      500 pts

Papers.  Papers for this course will focus texts and issues explored in the readings and online materials. Topics will be posted on Blackboard (wks 4 and 12). 

Format. Preferred font is Times New Roman (12 pt type), double spaced, standard margins (1” top/bottom, 1.25” left/right). No cover sheets needed. Format for the first page is in the Dept. of English Guide to Style. MLA guidelines must be followed for quotations, citations and works cited. Please try to follow paper, citation and bibliographic format as stipulated in the Guide to Style. Hard copies of your papers must be turned in in class on the due date along with an electronic copy sent to via email. Late papers will be docked 5 pts per day. 

For more information about paper format and construction, citation guidelines and matters of style, consult the Dept. of English Guide to Style: http://www.public.asu.edu/~dedalus/guidetostyle/index.html
Citation and bibliographic information can also be found in the MLA Handbook for Writers (Hayden Ref. LB 2369 G53 2003).

Examinations. All students will be asked to take a midterm and a final examination. Both are closed-book. There will be no make-up examinations.  

Participation. Online participation (50 pts) is satisfied by taking part in assignments online (including site visits, posts and other activities). Points are allocated as follows:

7 posts (5 pts each; 35 pts total) and login credit (15pts). The login credit is granted so long as you login in a timely way for all Friday sessions. Please see me in advance if you have a good reason for not doing so. If illness or injury prevents you from logging in, please present a medical verification (from doctor or hospital).

In-class participation (50 pts) is satisfied by a number of things, including taking part in class discussion. bringing your book, taking notes, attending office hours, turning assignments in on time, not texting or browsing online. Note: everyone needs to do all these things well all at once. But they are the factors that help me determine the “class participation” portion of the overall grade.

Attendance and Class Decorum. Attendance, of course, is mandatory. Students are allowed 3 unexcused absences; excused absences beyond this limit are considered on a case-by-case basis and must be documented. (Doctor’s notes must be produced immediately after the absence in question and must indicate a specific and sufficient reason for missing class. Whenever possible, notify me via e-mail if you are going to claim an excused absence.) Excessive absence can lead to a failing grade. Habitual tardiness can produce the same effects on a final grade as unexcused absence.

Please do not use cellphones, ipods and other electronic devices during class. eReaders for course materials only. Try not to leave the room during class time unless it’s urgent.  

Caveat Emptor. Academic dishonesty—including cheating, plagiarism and inappropriate collaborations—will not be tolerated. A discussion of plagiarism can be found in the ASU Guide to Style. In the “Student Academic Integrity Policy” manual, ASU defines Plagiarism as “using another's words, ideas, materials or work without properly acknowledging and documenting the source. Students are responsible for knowing the rules governing the use of another's work or materials and for acknowledging and documenting the source appropriately.” See: http://www.asu.edu/studentaffairs/studentlife/judicial/academic_integrity.htm#definitions
No tape recording (without prior permission) or notetaking for commercial use allowed.
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Course Itinerary

All readings—including headnotes, time lines and period introductions—should be completed before the class period in which they are discussed. Please note: the Introductions (assigned for weeks 1-2, 6, 11) will not be discussed extensively in class, All page numbers are to the Norton Anthology (9th ed.). PPT = Powerpoints
Week One     

Readings and Assignments
Fri. 
8/23

Online:  Forum Post





   Content: Key points for Romanticism





   Reading: Introduction to Romanticism (3-27)

Week Two 



Mon.
8/26

Introduction to Romanticism (3-27)




Blake, Songs of Innocence and Experience (118-35)

Wed.  
8/28

Blake, Marriage of Heaven and Hell (148-59)

Fri. 
8/30

Online: PPTs on Blake’s illustrations





   Rev. PPTs on Blake and Wordsworth





   Post for points (5)

Week Three  


Mon.
9/2

Labor Day
Wed.  
9/4

Wordsworth, “Lines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey” 



   (288-92);  from “Strange fits of passion” to “A slumber”  (305-7)

Fri.       9/6

Online: Rev. PPTs on Wordsworth (geography and Tintern Abbey)



   Readings: Wordsworth, “Expostulation and Reply,” “Tables





   Turned” (280-2) 




   Post for points (5)

Week Four  


Mon.
9/9

Wordsworth, from Prelude, Bk. 11 (395-8)




Coleridge, “Frost at Midnight” (477-9)

Wed.  
9/11

Coleridge, “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” (443-59)

Fri. 
9/13

Online: Rev. PPT on Coleridge, Aesthetics, Imagination




   Topics for first paper

Week Five  

 

Mon.
9/16

Shelley, “Mont Blanc” (770-3), “To a Skylark” (834-6)

Wed.  
9/18

Keats, “Ode on a Grecian Urn” (930-1), “Bright Star”  (922-23)

Fri. 
9/20

Online: Rev. PPTs on Keats, Shelley and Romantic Poetics




   Reading Quiz (wks 1-5)

Week Six  

 

Mon.
9/23

Introduction to the Victorian Period (1017-41)




Carlyle, fr Past and Present (1067-76)




Mill, fr On Liberty (1095-1104)

Wed.  
9/25

Mill, “On the Subjection of Women” (1104-15)




   “Victorian Debate about Gender” (1607-10) 




   Patmore, “Angel in the House”  (1613-14)




   Martineau, fr “Autobiography (1616-19)




   Caird, fr “Marriage” (1630-34)

Fri. 
9/27

Online: Rev. PPTs on Victorian Era and on Carlyle and Mill
Week Seven  


Mon.
9/30

Brontë, Jane Eyre (Bk 1, chs. 1-15)

Wed.  
10/2

Brontë, Jane Eyre (Bk 2, chs 16-26)

Fri. 
10/4

Online: Rev. PPT on Brontë’s Jane Eyre



   Readings from criticism on Jane Eyre 




   Post for points (5)

Week Eight  


Mon.
10/7

Brontë, Jane Eyre (Bk 3, chs 27-38)





FIRST PAPER DUE ON MONDAY OCT 7

Wed.  
10/9

Tennyson, “Ulysses” (1170-2); Fr. In Memoriam (Intro, 1187-8; sects. 




   54-8, 1205-8)



R. Browning, “Fra Lippo Lippi” and “Andrea Del Sarto” (1300-15)

Fri. 
10/11

Online: Darwin, under “Evolution” (1561-73)



  
   R. Browning, “Caliban on Setebos” (1315-22)



  Rev. PPTs on Browning and Tennyson





   Post for points (5)

Fall Break  

Sat. 10/12 – Tues 10/15

Week Nine  


Wed.  
10/16

C. Rossetti, “Goblin Market”
Fri. 
10/18

Online: Rev. PPT on Pater, Wilde andAestheticism




   Reading Quiz (wks 6-9)
Week Ten  


Mon.
10/21

Wilde, Preface to The Picture of Dorian Gray (1732-3) 



Pater, Concl. Studies in the Renaissance (1543-5)




The Importance of Being Earnest 1733-77)

Wed.  
10/23

Conrad, Heart of Darkness (1951-2011)

Fri. 
10/25

Online: “Empire and National Identity” (1636-40, 1662-67)





   Ngugi, from Decolonizing the Mind (2737-41)





   Rev. PPTs on Conrad and Empire





   Post for points (5)

Week Eleven  


Mon.
10/28

Conrad, Heart of Darkness (1951-2011)

Wed.  
10/30

Introduction to Twentieth Century (1827-47)





Owen, “Dulce Et Decorum Est” and “Strange Meeting” (2037-9) 





Hardy, “Hap” (1932), “The Darkling Thrush” (1933-4)

Fri. 
11/1

Online: Modernist Manifestos (2056-82)\





   Rev. PPT on Eliot & Modernist Manifestos




   Post for points (5)

Week Twelve  


Mon.
11/4

Eliot, “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” (2524-7); “Tradition




   and Individual Talent” (2554-9)
Wed.  
11/6

Woolf, “The Mark on the Wall” and “Modern Fiction” (2145-55)

Fri. 
11/8

Online: Rev. PPT on Woolf and Bloomsbury





   Topics for second paper

Week Thirteen  


Mon.
11/11

Veteran’s Day
Wed.  
11/13

Woolf, A Room of One’s Own and “Professions for Women” (2264-76)Fri. 
11/15

Online:  Rev. PPT on Joyce’s Dubliners




   Reading Quiz (wks 10-13)

Week Fourteen  


Mon.
11/18

Joyce, fr. Dubliners, “Araby” and “The Dead” (2278-2311)

Wed.  
11/20

Joyce “The Dead”





Yeats, “Lake Isle of Innisfree” (2087-8), “Easter 1916” (2093-5) 

Fri. 
11/22

Online: Rev. PPTs on Yeats’s Poetry





   Yeats, NLI website





   Post for points (5)

Week Fifteen  


Mon.
11/25


Yeats,  “Adams Curse” (2090-1), “The Second Coming” (2099), 






   “Leda and the Swan” (2102)

Wed.  
11/27


Yeats, “Sailing  to Byzantium” and “Prayer for My Daughter” (2100-3)

Thurs. 11/28

Thanksgiving
Week Sixteen 


Mon.
12/2


Auden, “September 1, 1939” (2688-91)






Larkin, “This Be The Verse” and “Aubade” (2788-9)
Wed.  
12/4


Beckett, Waiting for Godot (2619-77)

Fri. 
12/6

Online: Rev. PPTs on Auden and Larkin





   Reading Quiz (wks 14-16)




SECOND PAPER DUE ON FRIDAY DEC 6

Final Examination
Monday Dec 9, 9:50 - 11:40 a.m.

Course Withdrawal Deadline  Nov 7 /// Complete Withdrawal Deadline Dec 6
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