Spring 2014  
Eng 502 (23808) Contemporary Critical Theory
Aesthetics in Theory
I produce an object. What people make of it is not my concern – Beckett
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Klee, Angelus Novus (1920)


Course Description

This course will consider theories of aesthetics from Kant to Žižek, in a straightforward historical framework. And while we will consider readings that focus on the problem of beauty and the possibility of aesthetic judgment, this course will serve also as a survey of theory in the twentieth century. We will consider the German idealist tradition, which forms a bedrock for modern theories of aesthetics, then, beginning with Nietzsche, we will explore the modernist aesthetics of the Frankfurt school and the phenomenological theories of folks like Heidegger, Sartre, Levinas and Dufrenne. From there we will move to the psychoanalytic traditions of Freud, Lacan, and Kristeva. We will conclude with an investigation of postmodernist and poststructuralist theories (Foucault, Derrida, Lyotard), bringing us to the cutting edge of the present day with readings by Agamben, Rancière and Badiou. In the often bewildering field of literary theory, it is difficult to see clearly historical developments and leading ideas. The course has two broad objectives: to acquire a firm background in twentieth- and twenty-first century theory and pursue in detail one of the most important questions confronting literary and cultural studies today: what is art and how do we know good art from bad art? Is it even possible or desirable to make aesthetic judgments? What is the relation between aesthetics and society? What is the role of gender and sexuality in making art and judgments about it? 

Assigned Texts

Clive Cazeaux, ed. The Continental Aesthetics Reader (2nd ed) 

Gregory Castle. Literary Theory Handbook (Wiley-Blackwell 2013)
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Professor Gregory Castle


Spring Semester 2014  ♠  MW 1:30-2:45  


Off: LL 202AOff Hrs: M 3-5      


965-0856  ♠  dedalus@asu.edu











