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Autobiographical Narrative Assignment

English 101, Fall 2004

Duane Roen

General Considerations

For this assignment, we’ll be using Chapter 7 in the textbook.  In this first formal project of the semester, I’m asking you to write about something significant in your life.  Writing about your life is an appropriate beginning place for a college-level course because it’s the subject matter that you know best, and you are the world’s greatest authority on this topic. (  As the name of the assignment suggests, you will narrate some event in your life.  The biggest challenge in this assignment is to make the event significant to readers.

Topic Choices

Effective topics are ones that are meaningful to you and that you can present meaningfully to readers.  Early in the textbook chapter, you’ll find some useful suggestions for finding suitable topics, and we will discuss possibilities early in the unit.

Although I encourage you to consider a range of events for this project, there are some events that I discourage.  For instance, please avoid writing about events that involve illegal conduct, especially if the case has not been adjudicated.  Likewise, please avoid events that involve immoral or unethical conduct; you shouldn’t be revealing such information about friends, family, or yourself.  Perhaps the guiding principle is this: Would you feel comfortable if your essay were to appear on the front page of your hometown newspaper?  In general, highly emotional topics do not work well for this kind of project because the significance is usually too obvious.
Characteristics of Autobiographical Narratives

To make your autobiographical narrative interesting to readers, you need to pay special attention to the common elements of literary narrative. That is, your narrative needs a discernable plot, multi-dimensional characters, a clear setting, and a theme.  See pages 155-159 for more details about these elements.

Due Dates
August 31: Bring to class a list of potential topics for your autobiographical narrative.

September 2: Bring to class a list of narrative and descriptive details for your narrative.

September 7: Bring to class some written comments about the significance of the event.

September 9: Bring four copies of a complete draft to class.

September 14: Bring two copies of a full revision to class.

September 16: The edited/polished version is due; submit it, along with all process work.

Rubric for Grading the Autobiographical Narrative
	Component
	Exceptional
	Effective
	Acceptable
	Unsatisfactory

	Topic
	The topic and your treatment of it are very interesting to you and to some identified group of readers.
	The topic and your treatment of it are moderately interesting to you and to some identified group of readers.
	The topic may be interesting to you, but your treatment of  it has limited interest to any readers.
	You don’t seem that interested in the topic, and you don’t make it very interesting to readers.

	Organization
	The organization is very clear to readers, and it is easy to follow.
	The organization may be clear, but it is only moderately easy to follow.
	The organization is somewhat unclear, and it is not easy to follow.
	The organization is so unclear that it is difficult to follow.

	Elements of Literary Narrative
	You’ve skillfully used all of  the elements of literary narrative—plot, character, setting, and theme.
	You’ve skillfully used a majority of the elements of literary narrative.
	You’ve skillfully used one or two of the elements of literary narrative.
	The elements of literary narrative are barely discernable, or you’ve used them ineffectively.

	Development and Support
	You’ve used a rich array of  narrative and descriptive details to support general statements.
	You’ve used an array of narrative and descriptive details to support general statements.
	You’ve used narrative and descriptive details to support some but not most general statements.
	You’ve used few narrative and descriptive details to support general statements.

	Expression
	Your sentences are grammatical and varied; your diction is precise; you’ve carefully attended to conventions of punctuation and mechanics. 
	Your sentences are grammatical but lack variety; your diction lacks precision in places; you’ve attended to most conventions of punctuation and mechanics.
	Some sentences are ungrammatical and lack variety; your diction is vague or imprecise in places; you’ve not consistently attended to conventions of punctuation and mechanics.
	Many sentences are ungrammatical and lack variety; your diction is imprecise in many places; you’ve not paid much attention to conventions of punctuation and mechanics.

	
	
	
	
	


