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English 101, First-Year Composition
Fall 2004

Schedule Line Number: 92611

Tuesday and Thursday, 12:00-1:15

Health Sciences Center 1349 

Arizona State University East Campus
Instructor: 
Duane Roen

Office: 
Sutton Hall 101N
Phone: 
727-1415

Email: 

duane.roen@asu.edu

Office Hours: 
10:00-11:00 on Tuesday; 9:30-10:30 on Wednesday


Also, please see me to make appointments for other meeting times.



Feel free to drop in at other times, but I may have other commitments.

Course Description

In this introduction to college-level writing, you will have opportunities to develop a range of skills that should serve you well while you’re a student at ASU East.  Because we all write in contexts besides college, though, I hope that you’ll use the course to develop writing skills that will serve you for the rest of your life.  Regardless of your major and your chosen career, writing—along with reading, speaking, listening, computing, and problem solving—will help you to achieve a wide range of personal and professional goals.

There are all sorts of purposes for writing, but we can address only a limited number of them in a fifteen-week course. In general, we will treat writing as a tool for learning and as a tool for communicating.  Because we communicate with other humans, it is essential to have other humans respond to our writing—to give us feedback on how well we are communicating.  Although I will offer you feedback on your writing, your peers will also do so because you need to hear from more than one person.  The ideal would be to have everyone in the class respond to every version of every paper that you write. Of course, it is difficult to achieve that ideal because each week has only 168 hours, but peers will offer you substantial feedback throughout the course.  With their help and mine, you will learn how to tailor writing for specific readers.
Course Learning Goals

The general course learning goals are fairly simple:
· To develop rhetorical knowledge and skills.

· To develop skills in critical thinking, reading, and writing.

· To develop skills in composing processes.

· To develop skills in the use of language conventions.

While my responsibility is to facilitate your learning in all four of these areas, your responsibility is to do the assigned reading, thinking, talking, listening, and writing.  It won’t be easy, but the return on your investment of time and effort can be substantial because writing effectively will serve you well in all four arenas of life—the academic, professional, civic, and personal.
Course Blackboard( Site

I have established a Blackboard( site for this course.  It includes course documents, a course grade book, links to sites with information relating to course concepts and topics, and discussion areas. To access the site, point your browser to http://my.asu.edu

Required Course Textbook

Ramage, John, John Bean, and June Johnson.  The Allyn & Bacon Guide to Writing. 3rd 

ed.  New York: Longman, 2003.

Note: I’m going to use this same textbook in English 102 next semester. That class is scheduled to meet Mondays and Wednesdays at noon.

I assume that you already have a current college dictionary. If not, you should buy one to use in this and in other university courses.  You might also invest in a good thesaurus.
Writing Assignments

Writer’s Journal and Learning Log: This daily writing has several purposes. First, treat the journal/log as a place to collect and reflect on ideas for you writing projects throughout the course. Second, use the journal/log as a place to reflect on what you’re learning about writing. The ideal is to write in the journal/log every day.  Because you are the primary audience for your journal/log, focus on ideas rather than the “table manners” of writing.  There will be many opportunities to attend to table manners in the public projects that you write.
Course Portfolio(Chapter 27): Even though the final portfolio is not due until the end of the course, you need to work on this project throughout the whole semester.  The project will include a cover letter in which you analyze what you have learned this semester as measured against the aforementioned course learning goals. Essentially, your assertion in the portfolio cover letter is this: “Here are the skills and knowledge that I have learned this semester, and here’s the evidence that I have acquired these skills and this knowledge.”  Note that the evidence will be crucial, and you should draw on all sorts of sources to find that evidence—for instance, your writer’s journal/learning log, excerpts from formal papers, notes from peer-group discussions.  I’ll collect portfolios for midway through the course to make certain that you’re on track.
Autobiographical Narrative (Chapter 7 in the textbook): In this first formal project of the semester, I’m asking you to write about something significant in your life.  Writing about your life is an appropriate beginning place for a college-level course because it’s the topic that you know best, and you are the world’s greatest authority on this topic. (  As the name of the assignment suggests, you will narrate some event in your life.  The biggest challenge in this assignment is to make the event significant to readers.
Response to a Reading (Chapter 6): I’ve chosen this assignment because reading is a big part of academic life, as well as professional, civic, and—I hope—personal life.  While completing this project, you’ll develop some critical reading skills that will serve you well as you read documents in other courses, on the job, and in your personal and civic life.
General Analysis (photocopied chapter from a forthcoming book): Analysis is another big part of academic life, as well as the other parts of life. In this assignment, I’ll encourage you to analyze something from another course that you’re taking this semester, but you may find something more compelling.  As noted in the parentheses, this is a chapter from a forthcoming book. I hope that you find it interesting to see what books look like before they go to press.  I also hope that you will enjoy the opportunity to help field test this chapter from a book that I am co-authoring with Barry Maid (ASU East) and Greg Glau (ASU Tempe).
Image Analysis or Numerical Analysis (Chapter 10 or 11):  For this assignment, I’m giving the group a chance to choose one project or the other.  Early in the course, the group will decide whether to analyze images or numbers.
Grading

As the following table suggests, all of the work in the course is important because all of it is designed to help you achieve the general learning goals.

	Assignment
	Points

	Writer’s Journal/Learning Log

Homework

In-Class Writing 
In-Class Participation
Final Autobiographical Narrative

Response to a Reading
General Analysis

Image Analysis or Numerical Analysis

Mid-Term Course Portfolio

Final Course Portfolio
	100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

	Total
	1000


Grading Scale

Although I will assign plus/minus grades on individual course assignments, I will not be using plus/minus grades in the course.  I will base your course grades on the following scale:
	Course Grading Scale
	Grades on Individual Projects


	A = 91-100%

B = 81-90%

C = 71-80%

D = 61-70%

E = 0-60%
	A+ = 98-100% 

A = 94-97

A- = 91-93

B+ = 88-90

B = 84-87

B- = 81-83
	C+ = 78-80

C = 74-77

C- = 71-73

D+ = 68-70

D = 64-67

D- = 61-63


Please note that if you don’t submit written work, you will receive a zero for that work.
Course Policies

Incomplete Grades: A course grade of “Incomplete” will be given only in extreme situations. Please point your browser to http://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/ses/ses203-09.html to see university policy regarding a grade of “Incomplete.” The sad story is that most students who request incompletes never finish the course.
Academic Integrity: All students are expected to abide by ASU’s policy on academic integrity. Not doing so could result in failure in the course. To read the policy, point your browser to http://www.asu.edu/studentlife/judicial/integrity.html
Accommodations for Disabilities: Accommodations for disabilities will be made according to the policy of Arizona State University in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. If you have concerns not addressed by these policies, reasonable accommodations may be made contingent upon circumstances and the approval of the instructors and administrators in the College of Education. For more details about ASU’s Office of Disability Resources for Students, point your browser to http://www.asu.edu/drs/
The Public Nature of the Class (Writing and Discussion): Part of becoming an effective writer is learning to appreciate the ideas and criticisms of others, and in this course our purpose is to come together as a community of writers. Remember that you will often be expected to share your writing with others. Avoid writing about topics that you may not be prepared to subject to public scrutiny or that you feel so strongly about that you are unwilling to listen to perspectives other than your own. You are free to express your perspectives in writing and discussion, but you also need to write responsibly, contemplating the possible effects on others and on yourself.
Attendance: Because we will be doing writers’ work during each class session, you are expected to be in class each day. As we will discuss during the first class meeting, missing class will negatively affect your grade in several ways.
Bringing work to class: In the course schedule, I’ve listed work that is due throughout the semester.  Beyond that, you should always bring to class the current version of the current writing project.  On some days, I will ask to see your current project; on many days, I will ask that your peers to offer feedback on your current project.  To write effectively, you need to work on the current project five or more days a week.
Time Commitment: You should plan to spend two to three hours a week outside of class working on your assignments for every credit hour for this course (e.g., three credit hours equals nine hours a week of work that you should do outside of class). Writing classes often require more time from students than some other classes do.
Late Assignments: To receive full credit for written work, you need to submit it on time.  Grades on the major written assignments will decrease by one letter grade for each calendar day that they are late. You will receive no credit for any in-class writing that you miss because of absence or tardiness, and the same policy applies to homework that is collected at the beginning of class. 

Keep Your Work: Please keep your work after the course has ended.  You may need it for such things as grade appeals. 
The Learning Center at ASU East
Located in the Center Building, the Learning Center at ASU East offers various kinds of student support, including an online writing lab. For details, email them (writingtutor@asu.edu) or point your browser to http://www.east.asu.edu/learningcenter/html/writing.htm

What Does the ASU East Writing Center Offer? The ASU East Writing Center offers writing assistance to students completing writing assignments for their courses.  The center offers assistance for a variety of assignments, such as research papers, resumes, proposals, theses, and applied projects.  Writing assistance is available at any stage of the writing process: brainstorming, drafting, and revising.  In other words, you can have a writing conference even when you haven’t written anything yet but could benefit from talking about potential ideas or approaches to the task.  Once you do have a draft—whether that draft is one page or eight pages—you are welcome to schedule a writing conference (generally 30-45 minutes) to discuss a range of aspects, such as organization, language choice, citation style, grammar, or sentence structure.
Availability of Writing Assistance: Writing assistance is available Mondays through Thursdays on the garden level of the Academic Center Building.  We recommend that you make an appointment for a writing conference by calling (480) 727-1452.  However, we do try to accommodate students who walk in for a conference, though we ask that walk-in students be patient and flexible.  For more information about writing tutors’ schedules, please visit http://www.east.asu.edu/learningcenter.  To accommodate students who are unable to visit the Writing Center for in-person conferences, writing tutors offer online writing assistance through Blackboard.  For information about how to request a Blackboard conference, please visit http://www.east.asu.edu/learningcenter/conference.htm.
Learning Center Tutoring in Math, Science, & Technology: The Learning Center (located on the east side of Academic Center Building, room 160) offers individual tutoring in all math, science, and technology subjects.  Tutoring is done on a walk-in basis, and can range from a few questions on specific ideas to general overviews of subject areas.  Tutors will not assist directly on homework assignments, but can answer questions and share concepts to assist in your learning process.  For more information about writing tutors’ schedules, please visit http://www.east.asu.edu/learningcenter.  
Student Counseling Services (727-1255)

Student Counseling Services (SCS) provides confidential psychological services for students enrolled in courses on the Williams Campus. Counseling services are primarily short term and include developmental, preventive, and educational services.  All SCS staff have training and experience in issues facing university students and are committed to helping students adjust to campus life and meet their academic goals. Services include individual/couples counseling, group counseling, workshops, crisis intervention, consultation with faculty and staff, outreach programs, referral, and community referrals. Students may schedule an initial appointment either by visiting Student Counseling Services (Student Affairs Complex: Building 370) or calling (480) 727-1255.  All appointment information is treated with confidentiality
Important Dates

Friday, September 17: Unrestricted course and complete withdrawal deadline

Pick up the form in East College or online at http://www.asu.edu/registrar/forms/wordfill/unrestrict.doc
For this option, I have to sign the form. Then take it to Mark Ebert in East College.
Friday, October 29: Restricted course withdrawal deadline

Pick up the “Restricted Withdrawal Request” form in East College or online at http://www.asu.edu/registrar/forms/wordfill/restrict.doc

For this option, I will need to indicate on the form whether you were passing the course at the time of the withdrawal. That is, I’m required to assign a grade of “W” or “E” on the form. After I sign the form, Mark Ebert needs to sign it as representative of East College.  You then need to take it to the registration site in Building 350 in the Student Services Quad.
Wednesday, December 1: Restricted complete withdrawal deadline

Pick up the “Restricted Withdrawal Request” form in East College or online at http://www.asu.edu/registrar/forms/wordfill/restrict.doc
For this option, I also need to assign a grade of “W” or “E” on an “Academic Record Change” form, which you can get from East College.  I’ll also need to sign at the chair. Then take the form to Mark Ebert in East College.
For more details about these deadlines, point your browser to http://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/ses/ses201-15.html

Class Schedule

Note: For each class session, I have listed the readings and activities that I can anticipate before the semester begins.  Depending on your needs, we may add, delete, and/or modify some activities as the semester unfolds.

Tuesday, August 24
Before class: Purchase textbook; relax.
During class: Overview of the course; introductions; discuss assignments for the writer’s journal/learning log and for the course portfolio.
Thursday, August 26

Before class: Read chapters 1 and 27.
During class: Lisa Cahill will visit us to describe The Learning Center; discuss chapters 1 and 27; discuss assignment for first major paper, an autobiographical narrative.
Tuesday, August 31

Before class: Read chapters 2 and 7. Generate a list of potential topics for your autobiographical narrative. Read “Masks” on pages 165-166; write a response to the second question on page 167.
During class: Joel Hutchinson, Director of Student Counseling Services, will join us to talk about services for students. Discuss chapters 2 and 7.  With peers, evaluate your potential topics.
Thursday, September 2

Before class: Read chapters 3 and 18.  Read “Letting Go of Bart” on pages 167-169; write responses to questions 1 and 3 on page 169. Construct a list of narrative and descriptive details for your autobiographical narrative.
During class: Discuss chapters 3 and 18, as well as “Letting Go of Bart.”  With peers, discuss the narrative and descriptive details that you’ve generated.
Tuesday, September 7

Before class: Read chapters 4 and 20.  Generate some thoughts about the significance of your autobiographical narrative.
During class: Discuss chapters 4 and 20. With peers, discuss some strategies for reflecting on the significance of the event.  
Thursday, September 9

Before class: Complete a draft of the autobiographical narrative project; bring four copies to class.
During class: With peers, discuss project drafts; focus on organization, development, and significance. Use questions on pages 172-173 to guide part of the discussion.
Tuesday, September 14

Before class: Revise the full version of your autobiographical narrative; bring two copies to class.
During class: Peer edit the autobiographical narratives.
Thursday, September 16

Before class: Edit/polish the autobiographical narrative; bring one copy to class, along with all of the process work for the project.
During class: Write a brief reflection on the project; begin discussing the next project—summarizing and responding to a reading.
Tuesday, September 21

Before class: Read Chapter 6. Consider readings from other courses or from your leisure-time reading that you’d like to write about.  Bring to class a list of the readings that you’re contemplating.  For each, write a short response to this question: Why should I write about this particular reading?
During class: Discuss Chapter 6.  With peers, evaluate your list of readings that you’re considering for this project.
Thursday, September 23

Before class: Read Chapter 19.  For the reading that you’ve chosen to examine, respond in writing to the questions on page 149. Bring two copies to class.
During class: Discuss Chapter 19. With peers, discuss your responses to the questions on page 149. Focus on strategies for developing those responses.
Tuesday, September 28

Before class:  Develop some of the responses that you discussed with peers during the previous class period. Bring two copies to class. Read “On Teenagers and Tattoos” on pages 109-112; respond to questions 1 and 5 on page 112. Also read “Why Do Teenagers Get Tattoos: A Response to Andrés Martin” on pages 124-126; respond to this question: What are the major strengths of this student’s paper?
During class: Discuss the readings. With peers, discuss the more fully developed responses to consider further development.
Thursday, September 30

Before class: Complete a draft of reading summary/response project. Bring four copies to class. Read “I’d Rather Smoke Than Kiss” and “Women and Smoking in Hollywood Movies: A Content Analysis” on pages 133-144.
During class: With peers, discuss drafts of reading summary/response projects. Focus on organization, development, and support by using the questions on page 151.
Tuesday, October 5

Before class: Revise your reading summary/response project, bring two copies to class. Read “The Damnation of a Canyon” on pages 144-148.
During class: “Discuss Damnation of a Canyon.” Peer edit the revised summary/response projects.
Thursday, October 7

Before class: Edit/polish the summary/response project; bring a copy to class, along with all the process work.
During class: Write a brief reflection on the project; begin discussing the next project, an analysis.
Tuesday, October 12

Before class: Read photocopied chapter, “Writing to Analyze,” from forthcoming book, Writing for College/Writing for Life.  Generate a list of at least five potential things that you’d like to analyze.
During class: Discuss chapter, “Writing to Analyze.” With peers, evaluate your potential topics.
Thursday, October 14

Before class: Prepare to bring midterm portfolio to class. Also, generate some details about the features of the thing that you are analyzing. Read “Putting in the Hours” and “Krispy Kreme vs. Starbucks.”  Respond to any three questions for each reading.
During class: After showing peers your midterm portfolio, submit it for grading. With peers, discuss your list of details about the features of  the thing that you have chosen to analyze. Discuss “Putting in the Hours” and “Krispy Kreme vs. Starbucks.”
Tuesday, October 19

Before class: Write a paragraph or two about each of the features that you are analyzing. Read “New Year, Old Myths, New Fatalities”; respond to any three questions.
During class: With peers, discuss the paragraph(s) that you have written about each feature that you are analyzing. Discuss “New Year, Old Myths, New Fatalities.”
Thursday, October 21

Before class: Complete draft of analysis project; bring four copies to class. Read “Half of High School Students Experience Dating Violence, UA Study Shows” and “Dating Violence”; respond to any three questions.
During class: Discuss drafts of analysis projects. Discuss “Half of High School Students Experience Dating Violence, UA Study Shows” and “Dating Violence.”
Tuesday, October 26

Before class: Revise the analysis project; bring two copies to class.
During class: Peer edit the analysis project.
Thursday, October 28

Before class: Edit/polish the analysis project; bring a copy to class, along with all the process work for the project.
During class: Write a brief reflection on the project; discuss the assignment for the next project, an analysis of numbers or an image. Note: We’ll pick one of these two projects before this date.
Tuesday, November 2

Before class: Read Chapter 10 or 11. Note that we will pick a one of these two chapters long before this date.  Generate a list of at least potential number sets or images to analyze for this project.
During class: Discuss Chapter 10 or 11. With peers, evaluate the list of potential topics for the project.
Thursday, November 4

Before class: Generate a list of features to analyze in the number set or image that you have chosen.
During class: With peers, discuss the features that you have chosen to analyze; ask peers to generate additional features to include in the analysis.
Tuesday, November 9

Before class: For each feature that you plan to analyze, write a paragraph or two about that feature. Read the essay “_________________________________” from the chapter.
During class: With peers, discuss the paragraph(s) that you wrote for each feature that you plan to analyze.  Discuss the essay “_______________________________.” With peers, discuss the paragraph(s) that you wrote for each feature that you plan to analyze.  
Thursday, November 11—No Class; Veterans’ Day Observed

Tuesday, November 16

Before class: Finish drafting your analysis of an numbers or an image; bring four copies to class. Read the essay “_________________________________” from the chapter.
During class: Discuss the essay “_______________________________.” With peers, discuss drafts of analyses.
Thursday, November 18

Before class: Finish revising the content of your analysis of numbers or an image; bring two copies to class.
During class: With peers, do round-robin editing of revised analysis.
Tuesday, November 23

Before class: Finish editing/polishing your analysis; bring the polished version to class, along with all process work.
During class: Write a brief reflection on the process of composing the analysis of numbers or an image. Discuss strategies for completing the course portfolio.
Thursday, November 25—No Class; Thanksgiving Day Observed

Tuesday, November 30

Before class: Finish drafting your portfolio cover letter, which you have been constructing all semester; bring four copies of the letter to class.
During class: With peers, discuss the content of portfolios.
Thursday, December 2

Before class: Revise the content of your portfolio cover letter; bring four copies to class.
During class: With peers, do round-robin editing.
Tuesday, December 7

Before class: Edit/polish your portfolio cover letter. Bring the polished version to class, along with all process work and other portfolio contents.
During class: Course evaluations.
Wednesday, December 8—Reading Day (No classes; no tests)

Tuesday, December 14, 10:00-11:50, Final Examination Period
Before class: Do well on your examinations.
During class: Pick up your graded portfolio.
