Writing Project: Investigating Cause and Consequence
English 102, Spring 2005
Duane Roen

Topic Choices

Effective topics are ones that are meaningful to you and that you can present meaningfully to readers. Of course, your strongest interests may lie in any of the four arenas of life—the academic, the professional, the civic, the personal. Given the range of interests that you may have, the textbook chapter, “Investigating Cause and Consequence” offers several writing options:
1. One-Time events (page 340)

2. Repeatable Events or Recurring Phenomena (page 340)

3. Trend (page 341

Further, as the textbook indicates, there are several options for approaching a cause/consequence writing project:

1. Explain the Causal Mechanism Directly (pages 343-345)

2. Explain the Causal Link Through Inductive Methods (page 345-346)

3. Cite Precedents or Analogies (pages 346-347)

In class, we will talk further about these two sets of options.
Due Dates

January 26: 
Bring to class a list of at least five topics to explore. Show me your list.
February 2: 
Bring to class a list of features that you plan to explore. For each feature, generate 

some details—in the form of a bulleted list.  Show me the details.

February 7:
Bring four copies of the complete draft to class; give me one.

February 9:
Revise the project; bring two copies to class; give me one.
February 14:
The edited/polished version is due; submit it, along with all process work.

Rubric for Evaluating Your Exploration of Cause/Consequence
	Feature
	Exceptional
	Effective
	Acceptable
	Unsatisfactory

	Topic Interest
	The topic and your treatment of it are very interesting to you and to some identified group of readers.
	The topic and your treatment of it are moderately interesting to you and to some identified group of readers.
	The topic may be interesting to you, but your treatment of  it has limited interest to any readers.
	You don’t seem that interested in the topic, and you don’t make it very interesting to readers.

	A Focus on a Complex Subject
	The subject many interrelated parts.
	The subject has a moderate number of parts.
	The subject has a limited number of parts.
	The subject has very few parts.

	A Thorough Explanation of the Parts and Their Interactions
	You carefully analyze all of the parts and their interactions.
	You carefully analyze most of the parts and their interactions.
	You carefully analyze a few of the parts and their interactions.
	Your analysis is not very careful or thorough.

	A Research-Based

Approach
	You consistently use an analytical lens that you’ve acquired via research.
	You stray from using your lens at times.
	You frequently stray from your lens.
	It’s difficult to discern that you have a lens for the analysis.

	A Focused-Straightforward Presentation
	You stay focused on the parts and how they interact.
	You occasionally digress.
	You digress frequently.
	You digress throughout much of the paper.

	Insights
	Your keen insights indicate that you have thought very carefully about the subject.
	Your insights indicate that you have thought much about the subject.
	Your insights indicate that you haven’t thought much about the subject.
	You offer few if any insights.

	Conclusion
	Your conclusion carefully ties together the points that you have made. It also emphasizes the significance of the analysis.
	The conclusion summarizes the analysis but does not tie points together well. It may also be missing commentary on significance.
	The conclusion  only summarizes part of the analysis of the cause(s) and consequence(s)
	The conclusion is missing or tacked on.

	Expression
	Your sentences are grammatical and varied; your diction is precise; you’ve carefully attended to conventions of punctuation and mechanics.
	Your sentences are grammatical but lack variety; your diction lacks precision in places; you’ve attended to most conventions of punctuation and mechanics.
	Some sentences are ungrammatical and lack variety; your diction is vague or imprecise in places; you’ve not consistently attended to conventions of punctuation and mechanics.
	Many sentences are ungrammatical and lack variety; your diction is imprecise in many places; you’ve not paid much attention to conventions of punctuation and mechanics.


