Writing Project: Making an Evaluation
English 102, Spring 2005

Duane Roen

Topic Choices

Here are the generic criteria for a “good” topic: you have some passion for it; you want to learn more about it; it’s do-able.  Traditional “academic” topics are inherently no better or worse than other kinds—professional, civic, personal. For instance, you might evaluate the following things: Mexican restaurants, laptop computers, nutritional items, baseball pitchers, pain killers, cellular phone service providers, golf courses, medical treatments for a specific disease, safety features in cars, construction materials, breeds of cattle.
Key Features of an Evaluation
After you have decided on something to evaluate, the next task is to construct a list of criteria for the evaluation.  The criteria need to be ones that matter—ones that you and your readers can use to decide whether something is good/better/best.  After you have developed a tentative list of criteria, the next step is to begin systematically applying the criteria to the thing that you are evaluating.  Note, that an evaluation is a from of argument; your major claim is that something is good, better than an alternative, or the best option from among many.  It’s also important to compare items that are in the same tightly focused class—e.g., two or three specific laptop computers.
Helpful Hints

As was the case in the classical argument unit, peers and I will remind you to distinguish assertion from argument.  That is, show us the evidence. Peers can be invaluable in helping you support your claim that something is good/better/best. Peers can also remind you to systematically apply the criteria for evaluation. Another helpful hint is to consider the potential problems on pages 424-425 in the textbook.
Due Dates

March 9: 
Bring to class a list of at least five things to evaluate. Give me your list.



March 21: 
Develop a list of at least six criteria for the evaluation. Bring four copies to class. Give me one.
March 23:
Systematically apply the criteria to the thing(s) that you are evaluating. Write at least one paragraph for each criterion.
March 28:
Complete a draft of the evaluation; bring four copies to class

March 30:
Revise the project; bring two copies to class for editing; give me one copy.
April 4:

The edited/polished version is due; submit it, along with all process work.
Rubric for Evaluating Your Evaluation
	Feature
	Exceptional
	Effective
	Acceptable
	Unsatisfactory

	Topic
	The topic and your treatment of it are very interesting to you and to some identified group of readers.
	The topic and your treatment of it are moderately interesting to you and to some identified group of readers.
	The topic may be interesting to you, but your treatment of  it has limited interest to any readers.
	You don’t seem that interested in the topic, and you don’t make it very interesting to readers.

	The Comparison
	You are comparing things in a tightly defined class.
	You are comparing things in a loosely defined class.
	You are comparing things that may or may not be in the same class.
	You are comparing “apples and oranges.”

	Criteria
	You use all the important criteria for making this evaluation.
	You use most of the important criteria for making this evaluation.
	You use many of the important criteria for making this evaluation.
	You use few of the important criteria for making this evaluation.

	Application of the Criteria
	You apply the criteria systematically throughout the paper.
	You apply the criteria systematically in most cases.
	You apply the criteria systematically in many cases.
	You apply the criteria systematically in a few cases.

	Appeals
	You use an effective balance of logos, ethos, pathos.
	You need either more logos or more ethos.
	You need more logos and more ethos.
	You rely mostly on pathos.

	A Research-Based

Approach
	You consistently use research to support your claims.
	Some additional researched support is necessary.
	Much more researched support is necessary.
	You use little researched support.

	A Focused-Straightforward Presentation
	You stay focused on the parts and how they interact.
	You occasionally digress.
	You digress frequently.
	You digress throughout much of the paper.

	Documentation
	You’ve carefully documented all of your sources.
	You’ve documented most of your sources carefully.
	You’ve documented many but not most of your sources carefully.
	Documentation is missing or inconsistent.

	Expression
	Your sentences are grammatical and varied; your diction is precise; you’ve carefully attended to conventions of punctuation and mechanics.
	Your sentences are grammatical but lack variety; your diction lacks precision in places; you’ve attended to most conventions of punctuation and mechanics.
	Some sentences are ungrammatical and lack variety; your diction is vague or imprecise in places; you’ve not consistently attended to conventions of punctuation and mechanics.
	Many sentences are ungrammatical and lack variety; your diction is imprecise in many places; you’ve not paid much attention to conventions of punctuation and mechanics.


