Writing Project: Proposing a Solution to a Problem
English 102, Spring 2005

Duane Roen

Topic Choices

As we’ve emphasized throughout the semester, here are the generic criteria for a “good” topic: you have some passion for the topic; you want to learn more about it; the paper is do-able.  Traditional “academic” topics are inherently no better or worse than other kinds—professional, civic, personal. For instance, you might propose solutions to problems such as the following: obesity in school children, the high traffic fatality rates in Arizona, the low high-school graduation rates in Arizona, the lack of needed class sections, traffic congestion on metropolitan Phoenix freeways, the lack of affordable housing, low school achievement scores, poverty in the United States, air pollution in the Phoenix area, the lack of entertainment and recreational activities on ASU’s East Campus.  As you consider topics, also think about the topic areas that you’ve been exploring this semester. In each of those topic areas, there are some problems that need solving.
Key Features of Proposing Solutions to Problems
As noted on page 443 of our textbook, proposing solutions to problems entails three inter-related tasks: (1) describing the problem, (2) proposing a specific solution, and (3) justifying your proposed solution.  Essentially, a proposal is a particular kind of argument.
Format

I encourage you to consider any of the formats mentioned on page 443 of our textbook: (1) a practical proposal, with a letter of transmittal; (2) a policy proposal in the form of a newspaper or magazine article; (3) a public affairs advocacy advertisement—in the form of a poster or a Web site.  Regardless of the format that you choose, you need to provide support for your proposal. (See the poster on page 449 or Richard Corlin’s essay on pages 462-470, for example.) Given all that you need to do in this project, you might want to write a formal proposal and also construct a poster.
Helpful Hints

Choose a topic that interests you. Describe the problem clearly. Propose a solution that is workable. Justify your proposed solution. (This justification is essentially a classical argument, which means that, among other things, you need to address counterarguments.)
Due Dates

April 6: 
Bring to class a list of several problems that you are considering, as well as potential solutions 

to each problem. Give me your list. (3 points)
April 11: 
Describe the problem and list the features of your proposed solution Hand it in. (3 points)
April 13:
Write at least a paragraph for each part of the problem and at least a paragraph for each part of the solution. Bring four copies to class; hand in one. (3 points)
April 18:
Complete a draft of the proposal; bring four copies to class; hand in one. (3 points)
April 20:
Revise the project; bring two copies to class for editing; give me one. (3 points)
April 25:
The edited/polished version is due; submit it, along with all process work. (100 points possible)
Rubric for Evaluating Your Proposed Solutions
	Feature
	Exceptional
	Effective
	Acceptable
	Unsatisfactory

	Topic
	The topic and your treatment of it are very interesting to you and to some identified group of readers.
	The topic and your treatment of it are moderately interesting to you and to some identified group of readers.
	The topic may be interesting to you, but your treatment of  it has limited interest to any readers.
	You don’t seem that interested in the topic, and you don’t make it very interesting to readers.

	The Problem
	The problem is significant and you’ve described it clearly.
	The problem may be significant, but you have not described it clearly.
	It’s unclear whether it’s significant.
	The problem is not significant, and you’ve not described it clearly.

	The Solution
	You’ve offered a step-by-step explanation of how the solution will work.
	Several steps seem to be missing.
	More than several steps seem to be missing.
	It’s unclear how your proposed solution would work if it were applied.

	The Justification
	Your justification is a carefully constructed argument.
	Your justification is an argument, but it may be missing some parts.
	It’s unclear that your justification is an argument.
	It’s unclear that your proposed solution will work if it is applied.

	Organization
	You move systematically through the problem, the solution, and the justification.
	You move through the three parts, but you wander at times.
	You move through the three parts, but you wander often.
	Your organization isn’t apparent.

	A Research-Based

Approach
	You consistently use research to support your claims.
	Some additional researched support is necessary.
	Much more researched support is necessary.
	You use little researched support.

	Documentation
	You’ve carefully documented all of your sources.
	You’ve documented most of your sources carefully.
	You’ve documented many but not most of your sources carefully.
	Documentation is missing or inconsistent.

	Expression
	Your sentences are grammatical and varied; your diction is precise; you’ve carefully attended to conventions of punctuation and mechanics.
	Your sentences are grammatical but lack variety; your diction lacks precision in places; you’ve attended to most conventions of punctuation and mechanics.
	Some sentences are ungrammatical and lack variety; your diction is vague or imprecise in places; you’ve not consistently attended to conventions of punctuation and mechanics.
	Many sentences are ungrammatical and lack variety; your diction is imprecise in many places; you’ve not paid much attention to conventions of punctuation and mechanics.


