English 414 - Forensic Linguistics 

Syllabus - 80578 - Fall 2014 - MW 3:00 PM - 4:15 PM
Elly van Gelderen

Elly’s e-mail is ellyvangelderen@asu.edu and her office hours are MW 8:30 am - 9 am in LL 173N; M 10 – 12 noon and W 10-11 am in LL 226C (but check!), and by appointment/e-mail.  The Blackboard site attached to this class will have grades and the additional readings that I will use in class but which you need not read.
Required Text: 
Forensic Linguistics by John Olsson and June Luchjenbroers. 2014. Bloomsbury.

Other texts to be used:

Register, Genre, and Style by Doug Biber & Susan Conrad. 2009. CUP.

The Routledge Handbook of Forensic Linguistics, edited by Malcolm Coulthard & Alison Johnson 2010. Routledge.
An Introduction to Forensic Linguistics:Language in Evidence by Malcolm Coulthard and Alison Johnson 2007. Routledge.

Wordcrime  by John Olsson. 2009. Continuum.

The Language of Murder Cases by Roger Shuy. 2014. OUP.

Corpus Linguistics and the Description of English by Hans Lindquist. 2010. Edinburgh UP.
Objectives: 
Forensic linguistics is about how language relates to law, both in terms of linguistic evidence and in terms of legal discourse. One aim of the class is to examine and recognize the linguistic and stylistic characteristics of different genres of texts. We will study authorship debates, plagiarism issues, mainly through structural, lexical, and stylistic analysis. We will analyze texts such as suicide notes, hate mail, disputed novels, ambiguous legal documents, and confessions. The second aim will be to shed light on what goes on in the court room and before and after a case reaches court. Examples here include how police/courts question witnesses, how witnesses report events, and how lawyers and their clients interact. Some also think of forensic linguistics as determining what a text says (e.g. for threat level). The course will be problem-based.
The International Association of Forensic Linguistics sees Forensic linguistics as involved with the following (copied from their website but with letters added).

“a. Study of the language of the law, including the language of legal documents and of the courts, the police, and prisons;

b. The use of linguistic evidence (phonological, morpho-syntactic, discourse-pragmatic) in the analysis of authorship and plagiarism, speaker identification and voice comparison, confessions, linguistic profiling, suicide notes, consumer product warnings;

c. The use of language as evidence in civil cases (trademark, contract disputes, defamation, product liability, deceptive trade practices, copyright infringement);

d. The alleviation of language-based inequality and disadvantage in the legal system;

e. The interchange of ideas and information between the legal and linguistic communities;

f. Research into the practice, improvement, and ethics of expert testimony and the presentation of linguistic evidence, as well as legal interpreting and translation;

g. Better public understanding of the interaction between language and the law”. 

Outcomes
Be able to comment on the linguistic aspects of various interactions in the legal system.

Understand what linguistic evidence can and cannot do.

Be able to do a linguistic profile of a text (by paying attention to the defining characteristics of a text of a particular genre).
Be able to discuss which factors determine authorship, what authorship means, and what issues are relevant to plagiarism
Understand the factors behind stylistic variation and style.
Evaluation: 
3 Homework Assignments @ 33 points each: 

99 points 



In-class exam: 





30 



Mid-term and Final project
(20 and 51 respectively)
71


Total: 







200 points 

 

Points will be converted into a Grade as follows: 200 - 195: A+, 194 - 187: A, 186 - 180: A-, and 179 - 175: B+, 174 - 167: B, 166 - 160: B-, and 159 - 155: C+, 154 - 140: C, and 139 - 120: D, and 119 - 0: E. 

Students are welcome to discuss homework assignments, but answers should be their own. Late homework will only be accepted if there a (good) explanation. Electronic work cannot be accepted. Grades will be posted on Blackboard.

The final project should be 15 pages, if it is a traditional paper, and the equivalent thereof if it is in a different format (to be discussed). There will be a preliminary presentation of the topics in the middle of October and a 10 minute presentation at the end of the semester .
Tentative Schedule - English 414
1
What is Forensic Linguistics?
	25 August
	Introduction to FL: language and the legal process and as evidence. Watch intro by Coulthard (min. 2 to 4). Daily applications? The language of the James Foley video. Resources.

	27 August
	Olsson & Luchjenbroers: 1-11; Johnson & Coulthard (2010). More intro, characteristics of legal language, plain language debate. Handout on Register/Genre/Style; legal documents in general and Pinal County SC.

Additional readings: Coulthard & Johnson 2007, ch 2-3: Bhatia 1993, ch 5.


2
Who is the author?
	1 September
	Labor Day: no class

	3 September
	Chapters 1 and 2: “The author”, oral register, word frequency lists, corpora, and concordancers.

Additional reading/video: Olsson 2009, ch 4 (DaVinci Code); watch minute 4 to the end from Coulthard.


3
Register/Genre and Time; A linguistic Profile
	8 September
	Chapter 3: Genre and time. 

Additional reading: Conrad & Biber 2009, chapters 1-2.
Discussion of possible project/paper topics.

	10 September

	Chapter 4: Individual variation. 

Additional reading: Coulthard 1998 on lexical density; (Mosteller & Wallace 1964).


 4
Individual and textual variation; plagiarism
	15 September
	Homework # 1 is due
More variation and a linguistic profile. Read: Shuy 2014, chapter 4.
Additional readings: Olsson 2008, chapter 8 and images; Conrad & Biber 2009, parts of chapter 3.

	17 September
	Discussion of the HW

Chapter 5: Textual variation; plagiarism; limits to memory; more on the Ice Cream Wars; the Lindbergh ransom demand notes. 
Additional reading: Coulthard & Johnson 2007, chapter 9; Coulthard et al. 2010, is chapter 34 in Routledge HB of FL; Olsson 2008, chapter 9; and a recent case of academic plagiarism.


 
5
Review and more applications
	22 September
	Continue chapter 5

Review chaps 1-5: register, methods so far, applications, etc.
Additional reading: Conrad & Biber 2009, parts of chapters 4-5.

	24 September
	Chapter 7: Cybercrime; examples of e-mail scams; cyber’s most wanted list. 
Review some free online plagiarism checkers, e.g. PaperRater; unfair use of these; OTA and practice with change in Shakespeare’s plays.
Additional Reading: Li, Zheng, and Chen 2006 and Zheng et al 2006.


6
Types of forensic texts
	29 September
	Chapter 8 and 9 (skip pp. 168-9): forensic texts and transcription. As an example: Kurt Cobain’s initial, alleged suicide note and later one; Mark Zuckerberg and capital letters.
Additional reading: Olsson 2008, chapter 11 (is an earlier edition but much more detailed); Olsson 2009, chapters 8 (and letter) and 16 and the full stop; Drew & Walker (2010), chapter 7 in Routledge HB.

	1 October
	Homework # 2 is due 

Chapter 10: More forensic linguistics in practice (skip pp. 204-216) and a tour on the Forensic Institute site.
Additional reading: Olsson 2009, chapter 9.


7
Corpora and texts
	6 October
	Discussion of HW 2

Chapter 11; Review chapters 1-11

Additional reading: Chapters 4 and 10 from Lindquist 2009; Wright 2013 on the Enron Corpus. The Enron Corpus is available here, Webcorp here, a text message corpus here, and texting abbreviations here.

	8 October
	Preliminary reports on the final projects


8
Break and Projects

	13 October
	Fall break

	15 October
	Preliminary reports on the final projects continued; 


Project Proposal is due (2 pages on the what and how)


9
Language in the legal system
	20 October
	Chapters 13 and 14: Linguistic power (in-balance) in the courts and in police investigations; Miranda rights and linguistics.
Additional reading: Tiersma (2010), chapter 17 in Routledge HB of FL; Ainsworth (2010), chapter 8 in Routledge HB; Felton Rosulek (2010), chapter 15 in Routledge HB; Ehrlich (2010), chapter 18 in Routledge HB; Stokoe & Edwards (2010), chapter 11 in Routledge HB. 
Court transcptions can be found here.

	22 October
	Chapter 15: Vulnerable witnesses

Review, studyguide, and sample questions for the exam.
Additional reading: Aldridge (2010), chapter 20 of the Routledge HB


10
Starting to wrap up: exam, witnesses, and the law and us
	27 October
	Exam

	29 October
	Discussion of Exam; word cloud etc.
Chapter 16: the law and us


11
Future Directions
	3 November
	Chapter 17: language of treaties, multilingualism, and asylum cases. New debates: multimodality, terrorism, and cross-cultural issues.

Reading: Chapters 35, 36, and 38 of the Routledge HB of FL.

	5 November
	Homework # 3 due 

Syntax: a last method for authorship etc! Change in past, modal, etc.


12
Solving issues connected to your projects


	10 November

	Discussion of HW 3

Other FL ‘problems’

	12 November
	Degrees, certificates, conferences on Forensic Linguistics


 
First ASU Forensic Linguistics Workshop

	17 November

	7 Presentations (possibly on deception)

	19 November
	7 Presentations (possibly on authorship and register)

	24 November
	7 Presentations (possibly on author ingerprint/profile/plagiarism)

	26 November
	7 Presentations (witness accounts/happenings in court)

	1 December
	7 Presentations (murder and suicide)

	3 December
	Wrap-up


Resources

1.
There is an International Association of Forensic Linguistics which, among other things, promotes a code of practice and also publishes International Journal of Speech, Language, and the Law. They have an excellent reading list at http://www.iafl.bham.ac.uk/bib/biblio.php. Their next conference will be at Guangdong University of Foreign Studies from July 6th to July 9th, 2015.
2.
There is a Centre for Forensic Linguistics with resources at www.forensiclinguistics.net/resources.html and an Institute for Linguistic Evidence. Literary and Linguistic Computing is available at ASU with a lot of material on authorship testing. An issue of the Journal of Law and Policy (2013) is about this too.
3.
Famous trials are available at http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/ftrials.htm. 
4.
Plain Language is the Law and there are some executive orders supplementing it.  “The Plain Language Action and Information Network (PLAIN) is a group of federal employees from many different agencies and specialties who support the use of clear communication in government writing. We develop and maintain the content of this site”. They offer before-and-after comparisons. 
5.
There are corpora that give you data and information on registers and archaisms: BNC, COHA, COCA and OED. Word frequency for the top 5000 words is free but you have to register: http://www.wordfrequency.info/top5000.asp
6.
AntConc is a free concordancer. It will search texts and give frequency lists. 
http://www.antlab.sci.waseda.ac.jp/software/README_AntConc3.2.4.pdf. 
Sentence length can be measured using this free program and the Gunning fog 
index using this one.
7. 
The Juxta free software allows you to quickly compare several similar texts: http://www.juxtasoftware.org/download/ Your files need to be xml (or txt but I was unsuccessful with these).
8.
Various statistical tests can be done online and the math-is-fun site is helpful with mean, Standard Deviation, etc. PSPP is downloadable here.
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General information applicable to all classes at ASU

Academic Integrity and Plagiarism: 
Plagiarism means presenting someone else’s ideas and words as though they were your own – and this includes (but is not limited to) copying and pasting material from the Web into your own work without properly quoting, paraphrasing, and/or citing them. Although in some work settings it is ok to crib boilerplate text and to paraphrase ideas without attribution, this class is not one of those settings. In fact, one of the   goals of the course is to learn how to incorporate source material into your work appropriately. Instances of plagiarism will be reported; therefore it is not merely your performance in this class that is risked but your academic future.  Please contact me if you have a problem with an assignment; plagiarism is never an intelligent solution to academic troubles. Please refer to ASU’s policy and resources requiring academic integrity and against plagiarism:  https://provost.asu.edu/academicintegrity
Classroom Etiquette: 
Please silence and put away cell phones during class. Please do not surf the web or use email during class unless these activities are directly connected to the instruction.
 
Observance of Religious Holidays:
As a faculty member at ASU, I recognize the obligations of students who may be participating in the observance of religious holidays. Students should notify me at the beginning of the semester about the need to be absent from class due to religious observances.
 
University Sanctioned Activities: 
Students participating in university-sanctioned activities that require classes to be missed will be given opportunities to make up graded in-class work. However, absence from class or examinations due to university-sanctioned activities does not relieve students from responsibility for any part of the course work required during the period of the absence.
 
Academic, Professional, and Personal Support Resources: 
I want you to enjoy this class and succeed in your learning. If you experience difficulty in this course for any reason, please talk to me or send me an email right at any time. 
Student Support Services available at ASU:
 
Writing Support: If you need support for your writing, please talk to me and I will work with you individually during office hours or by appointment. There are also wonderful resources on    campus to support you as a writer and as a teacher of writing: ASU Writing Resources: https://studentsuccess.asu.edu/writing/resources
Other Helpful Writing Resources for Teaching and Learning:
            http://studentsuccess.asu.edu/node/19
Counseling and Career Services: This center offers counseling for personal and career concerns, self-help information, and connections to off-campus mental health resources. See    https://eoss.asu.edu/counseling
Disability Resource Center (DRC): DSP provides academic support services to eligible students with temporary and permanent disabilities. Please inform me, if you require special classroom accommodations due to a disability. (480-965-1234).
            http://www.asu.edu/studentaffairs/ed/drc/
Commitment to a Positive and Safe Learning Environment:
As an educator, I am committed to creating a safe learning environment. In the rare event that there is a disruptive, threatening, or violent individual in class or in proximity of class, it is important to understand that all incidents and allegations of violent or threatening conduct by an ASU student (whether on- or off-campus) must be reported to the ASU Police Department (ASU PD) and the Office of the Dean of Students. If either office determines that the behavior poses or has posed a serious threat to personal safety or to the welfare of the campus, the student will not be permitted to return to campus or reside in any ASU residence hall until an appropriate threat assessment has been completed and, if necessary, conditions for return are imposed. ASU PD, the Office of the Dean of Students, and other appropriate offices will coordinate the assessment in light of the relevant circumstances. Resources to Support University Safety and Security: https://provost.asu.edu/University-Safety-Security
