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Description of/Motivation for the book
On April 25th and 26th 2008, a Workshop on the Linguistic Cycle took place at Arizona State University and the current volume will mainly consist of a series of articles that were presented during the workshop. The discussions during the workshop were lively and very focussed and emphasized the variation in the cycles. 

There are early advocates of the view that language change is cyclical, e.g. de Condillac (1746), Tooke (1786-1805), von Humboldt (1822), and Bopp (1816). More recently Tauli (1958) has provided many examples, but apart from sporadic work, e.g. by Hodge (1970) and Tauli, not much research had been done up to very recently. From June 2008, there will be one-day events on the negative cycle in Birmingham (http://www.lhds.bcu.ac.uk/english/cycles-of-grammaticalization) but other cycles have not had as much interest. Apart from the negative cycle, cycles of language change have not been studied in generative linguistics and only sporadically in other frameworks. The workshop was therefore an attempt to bring together linguists who are interested in this change from a variety of frameworks.

The Linguistic Cycle is a name for changes where a phrase or word gradually disappears and is replaced by a new linguistic item. The most well-known cycle involves Negatives, where an initial single negative such as not gets to be reinforced by nothing or replaced by never, and subjects, where full pronouns are reanalyzed as endings on the verb. Clauses, aspect markers, articles, and copula verbs also undergo cycles of internal change followed by external change. 

A crucial step in the linguistic cycle is grammaticalization. This kind of change was identified early on in linguistics and, as is well-known, the term was coined in 1912 by Meillet. It is also well-known that grammaticalization leads to loss and renewal. In the 1980s and 1990s, works such as Lehmann (1982) and Heine & Traugott (1991) inspired many linguists to pay closer attention to this phenomenon again, especially in a functionalist framework. Recently, however, structural accounts have started to appear, e.g. Roberts & Roussou 2003; van Gelderen 2004. Van Gelderen, for instance, uses general cognitive Economy Principles that help the learner acquire a grammar that is more economical, and as a side-effect more grammaticalized.

Grammaticalization is a descriptive term and it is more appropriate to use reanalysis to emphasize the role of the child acquiring the language. A child listens to a particular language and will analyze the linguistic input in the most economic way. This may result in an internal grammar different from that of an earlier generation. In such a view, grammaticalization and cyclical change is seen as following from Universal Principles (possibly third factor) and the task of the linguist is to unearth these principles.
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Submit the first version to Elly
October 30: 

Deadline for internal review of two papers by each of you. 
(This helps the thematic integrity of the volume)

2009

February 28:    
Final submission of manuscripts to Elly
April 30: 
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