
Homework # 2  ENG 314  Due 6 October 2010 
This covers chapters 4 and 5. 
 
 
1. Underline the verbs in the text A (disregard the auxiliary verbs) and label them right above 

the word as intransitive, transitive, ditransitive, copula, complex transitive, phrasal, or 
prepositional: 

 
A. Online Stock Fraud 
 
 By day, Zoltan was just another old high school student. But after school, he masterminded a 

stock manipulation scheme on the internet. He bought low-priced stocks and then sent 

optimistic messages about these stocks to chat rooms. Other investors read these messages 

and bought the shares. This earned Jonathan almost $ 273,000. Yesterday, the Securities and 

Exchange Commission settled with the teenager. The latter will pay back the money that he 

made. Jonathan was not available for comment. 

 
2. Place brackets around the subjects in text B. 
 
B. Language Origins 
 

We are profoundly ignorant about the origins of language, even though people have come up 

with more or less plausible speculations. Since we know so little, today’s linguists have 

generally refused to talk about this matter. We lack sufficient evidence. 

 

 

 

 



3. Place brackets around the direct objects and phrasal verb objects in the same text, copied 

here: 

 

We are profoundly ignorant about the origins of language, even though people have come up 

with more or less plausible speculations. Since we know so little, today’s linguists have 

generally refused to talk about this matter. We lack sufficient evidence. 

 

4. Place brackets around the (sentence) adverbials in Text A, copied here: 
 
 
 By day, Zoltan was just another old high school student. But after school, he masterminded a 

stock manipulation scheme on the internet. He bought low-priced stocks and then sent 

optimistic messages about these stocks to chat rooms. Other investors read these messages 

and bought the shares. This earned Jonathan almost $ 273,000. Yesterday, the Securities and 

Exchange Commission settled with the teenager. The latter will pay back the money that he 

made. Jonathan was not available for comment. 

 
 
5. Draw a tree for (a) 
 
a. He masterminded a stock manipulation scheme on the internet after school. 


